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Vendors and Non-Profit Exhibitors with overflowing 
booths.

1 9 am - Noon Victory Garden workday - SPGA
6 9 am - Noon EOS Garden workday. 
 9 am - Noon Fall Plant Sale Workday - SPGA 
 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden Cmte, workday. 
 12 pm - 2 pm Perennial Garden Cmte. meeting.
7 9 am - Noon SPGA Garden Workday.
8 9 am - Noon Victory Garden workday - SPGA
10 10 am - Noon Tree ID Walk for Kids - SPGA Wingert 
  Tossey Pavilion. 
12 7 pm - 8 pm Music in the Garden - SPGA Wingert  
  Tossey Pavilion. Chuck Young and his  
  Lite Jazz Trio.
13 9 am - Noon Fall Plant Sale Workday - SPGA 
 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden Cmte. workday. 
 1 pm - 3 pm Docent Cmte. Meeting SPGA Wingert  
  Tossey Pavilion.
14 3 pm - 5 pm Fall Plant Sale - SPGA 
 5:30 pm General Meeting
15 9:am - Noon Victory Garden workday - SPGA
17 2 pm - 3:30 pm Monarch Tagging - SPGA LWN Garden 
  Free Registration at NTPRD.ORD
19 8:30 am - Noon EOS Garden workday.
20 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden Cmte. workday.
21 9 am - Noon SPGA Garden Workday. 
 9 am - Noon LWN Garden Workday. 
22 9:am - Noon Victory Garden workday - SPGA 
 6 pm - 7:30 pm Garden Education - Learn to be a Seed  
  Saver. Garden of Eatin’.
24 9 am - 11 am Tool Sharpening Workshop SPGA  
  Clubhouse. Drew Titone, instructor. 
26 10 am - Noon EOS Garden Wrap-up meeting. OSUE 
  Sm Conf. Rm. 
27 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden workday.
28 6 pm - 8 pm Night Weeders work session - SPGA. 
29 9:am - Noon Victory Garden workday - SPGA 
 1 pm - 3 pm SPGA Jubilee Wrap-up meeting -  
  SPGA 
30  Annual Cmte. Budgets due.

Mark Your Calendar for September

All MGVs ready and waiting for the start of the 2022 
SPGA Jubilee.
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Pam’s Posies
Can you believe it’s September?  Why does it seem 

that summers go so fast!  I am not ready for the warm 
weather to end but I do love fall and OSU Buckeye 
football!  

Congratulations to Rita Lane, Susan Smith and 
Christy Lockhart for an incredibly successful Garden 
Jub!lee!  Great job ladies and to all who participated 
in the day.  I heard many great comments regarding 
the gardens and all of the time and hard work given 
by our volunteers.  You all should be very proud of 
what has been accomplished this year.

Last year, during our planning meeting in 
November, I challenged each of the garden chairs to 
come up with at least one program a month during 
the growing season.  The Education Committee and 
garden chairs knocked it out of the park this year.  
Not only did we have regular educational programs 
but we had yoga and music as well.  There is a lot 
more potential and great ideas already in the work for 
next year.  I can’t wait!

We also have a great new hire in Beth Brooks.  
Many of you have already met her and complimented 
her on her work ethic and abilities.  Welcome to Beth.  
I will be putting the job description together for Rich’s 
position this week and hopefully we will get a lot of 
great candidates.  If you know of someone who might 
be a great fit, please let me know.

Plans are in place to complete the entrance garden 
next spring (hopefully starting in March if the weather 
breaks early) as well as to start looking at the area 
to the west of the Wingert Tossey Pavilion and the 
former turf plots.  I will be starting fundraising for the 
entrance garden this fall.  We have 20K in hand and 
potentially another 20K.  We are anticipating that this 
project may cost around 70K to 80K.

I hope that everyone has a great fall and is signed 
up for the state conference in Cuyahoga County.  
Several have talked about carpooling.   Be sure to 
bring this up at the September general meeting in 
order to make connections with others.

I am back fresh from vacation, rested, and ready 
to dig into the fall programming and plan winter 
programs!  See you at the next meeting!
Pam
Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener Volunteer 
Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
“Dirty hands, iced tea, garden fragrances thick in 

the air and a blanket of color before me,  
who could ask for more?”

Bev Adams, Mountain Gardening
Dear Fellow Master Gardeners,
We are officially in those “lazy” days of summer.  How 
do I know that, you ask?  Because, Jubilee is over, all 
programs are in full swing and running smoothly, the 
harvesting in going well, and we can finally breathe…
just a little.  Hasn’t it been a packed summer at 
SPGA?  Think of all of our successes this summer, 
and they are ALL because of YOU!  

•	 The Clark County Fair Flower Show 
Committee pulled off another blue ribbon year 
of service to this county.  Thank you to our 
chairs and all who worked so hard.  And what 
wonderful auction baskets this year!

•	 The 2022 SPGA Jubilee was a huge success, 
a day filled with fun for all!

•	 Yoga continued at the Wingert Tossey 
Pavilion.

•	 Terry Van Auker entertained us with his lovely 
music in the gardens.

•	 Night Weeders, you still ROCK!

•	 Ed and Company produced another record-
breaking harvest which was delivered and 
handed-out by MGVs to a grateful community.

•	 We learned about Heirloom Plants in another 
great Garden Ed program by the EOS crew.

•	 Landscape with Nature is installing their much 
anticipated arbor (Thanks to all the hard work 
put in by so many great minds and hands.).  
We can’t wait to see the finished product.

•	 We finally have a consensus on the entrance 
sign design!  Now, on to the work of 
constructing this beautiful identifying feature 
for SPGA.  Special thanks to Missy, Wendy 
and all their committee members.

•	 We could never have pulled-off this kind 
of summer without all the dedication of our 
Master Gardener Family.  I can’t thank you 
enough, but I’ll keep trying!

Power to the Plants! 
Deb Brugger
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Hi, Everyone!
I am Beth Brooks, the new Horticulture Program 

Assistant for our county. I will be 
helping with the MGV program 
as well as Community Gardens. 
I am looking forward to meeting 
all of you and getting to work 
with such a wonderful group 
of people.  I am incredibly 
excited about my new position 
and ready to “dig in” wherever 
needed.

I am passionate about plants 
and love having my hands in soil. Most recently, I 
was employed as the Plant Production Manager 
and Gardener for Freshwater Farms. Prior to that, 
I worked in the Lawn and Garden department at 
Lowe’s. My degree is in Business Management with 
Emphasis on Organizational Leadership. Much of my 
background is clerical / customer service oriented; 
but I also spent many years at the Y leading fitness 
classes and coaching in the wellness center.

Outside of work, I recently completed the OCVN 
training and am currently finishing up my service 
and continuing education hours for the year. I will be 
volunteering at Glen Helen for some of those hours. 
In the past, I have had various opportunities to lead 
nature education stations and have found that I really 
enjoy doing that. In my free time, you will find me 
outside somewhere hiking, biking, skating, paddling 
and of course, gardening. 

I grew up in Clark County and participated in 4-H 
here as a kid. I just moved back home to Springfield 
this past June with my daughter, numerous potted 
plants, 2 dogs and a cat. I am looking forward to 
landscaping and planting a pollinator garden at our 
new house.

Since I started at Extension, I have been working 
in the gardens, gearing up for Jubilee, attending 
educational events and committee meetings and 
getting up to speed on the technology in the office. I 
am getting a handle on HandsOn Connect. 

I was given the opportunity to help at the Flower 
Show at the fair -which was not only lovely, but a lot 
of fun! A few weeks ago, MGVs met at Hartman Rock 
Garden to help prepare for the Southside in Bloom 
Garden Tour. Hartman is a cool, interesting and 
unique place. I highly recommend a visit there. On 
the Saturday of the tour, Pam took me around to see 
and learn about the other gardens in the community 
as well. Then, the following Saturday was Jubilee! 
Thanks to everyone’s hard work and dedication, 

September Birthdays
3rd Marilyn Hinderer
5th Connie Kersey
8th Joyce Studebaker
11th Kathy Eckell
11th Jane Skogstrom
12th Sandy Forstrom
13th Penny Dunbar
21st Katie Poppe
24th Janet Hannel
25th Marilyn Ryan
29th Sonya Ryhal
30th Katherine Frazier

SHAWNEE ELEMENTARY  
BUTTERFLY GARDEN AND  

MEMORY WALK
Calling all MGVs - we need your help please! A 

teacher at the new Shawnee Elementary School 
in Clark County wants to build a butterfly garden 
to develop science opportunities for elementary 
students. John Campbell, a Clark-Shawnee teacher, 
and his third-grade enrichment class (now fourth 
grade) at the school designed a butterfly garden and 
memory walk to honor Reid, Rockway, and Possum 
Elementary Schools. The garden area is located 
behind the Clark-Shawnee Board Office.  Over the 
summer, the district worked with a local company to 
remove the grass and lay bricks. Volunteers worked 
the soil and added topsoil and organic matter.   It is 
now time to make a final plan and plant the 10x10 
garden. The students hoped to plant red, green, blue, 
and yellow plants in memory of Clark-Shawnee’s 
old buildings.  If you have any of the plants listed 
below, and are willing to donate, please bring them 
to the September meeting in containers, labeled 
with the plant names.  I would also be willing to pick 
them up at your home.  If anyone is interested in 
volunteering to help, please contact Pam Young at 
(937) 215-7747.  This project will be added in Hands 
On Connect for you to sign up.  Below is a list of 
the requested plants: Lavender, red bee balm, blue 
or red phlox, cardinal plant,  asters (red), sedum, 
mountain mint, candytuft, salvia, allium (Millennium 
cultivar if possible), yellow coneflowers, coreopsis, 
brown-eyed Susan, goldenrod (Fireworks cultivar if 
possible), and any other yellow or blue flowers.
Pam

Beth Brooks bio. cont. on pg. 9
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NOMINATION COMMITTEE
We are now in the process of putting together a 

ballot for the 2023 MGV Board of Officers election.  
Voting for President Elect, Secretary, Treasurer and 
Member at Large (2 year position) will be held at the 
General Meeting on November 9, 2022.  We are very 
grateful and appreciate our current officers and board 
members for their truly fantastic leadership. They 
have made us such a strong group and will be great 
mentors to the new 2023 Board .  Linda Asebrook 
will be sending out the straw vote list to members to 
use to nominate candidates.  We will be collecting 
the straw votes at the September 14, 2022 General 
Meeting or you may mail it to:  Marilyn Hinderer, 4850 
McConkey Rd., South Vienna, Ohio 45369. 

Please email, text, or call if you are interested in 
being a candidate for office or have any questions.
Marilyn Hinderer - mkh1324@aol.com  
cell- 937-478-5919 
Rita Lane - ritalane2@gmail.com 
cell- 937-657-7324 
Terry Reid - terryreid55@yahoo.com 
cell- 937-688-0061

Committee Reports

VICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE
August was a good month for the Victory Garden 

with a total of over 6000# donated so far. On the 12th 
of August master gardeners passed out over 1,700 
lbs. of vegetables to grateful Springfield citizens.  The 
Executive Director of the Second Harvest personally 
thanked us for all our efforts and looked forward to 
seeing us next year.  We added Mark Finnegan as a 
new committee chairman. He has earned his stripes 
as he is present at all the work calls.  We also want 
to thank Peggy Shank and the Early Ohio Settlers 
Garden folks for their vegetable donations.  We are 
quickly coming to a close with the garden with a 
cleanup probably the second week in September.  
The committee chairmen want to thank everyone for 
their support maintaining the garden this year.

Mark Finnegan, Drew Titone, Ed Wozniak

GARDEN OF EATIN’ COMMITTEE
Rewarding!

A week before the Jubilee, the Garden of Eatin’ 
was looking good and ready for visitors.  The 
problem was that we felt there was no clear path 
into the garden with a large trunk from the downed 
sycamore blocking the garden’s side entrance.  With 
a very energic and willing team we decided to take 
on moving the trunk and all the limbs and brush that 
were on and around it.  With one pair of loppers, we 
got to work cutting and dragging the branches and 
brush from the area to the downed tree area.

As the team was making great progress, Wilbur 
from National Trails came driving over in a dump 
truck that was already prettying full.  He told us 
to start putting the limbs on his truck until he was 
completely full, savings us some steps. Then like 
magic, he pulled out a chain saw!  He cut the larger 
of the branches off for us before he left to empty 
his truck load.  The team kept working, moving the 
branches, brush, and raking the small stuff up and 
moving it to the downed tree area.

Later in the morning when Wilbur returned, the 
area was cleared to the point that he could move it.  
There was just the large trunk left.  Again, like magic, 
when he was done mowing the trunk was gone.  The 
entrance was cleared and inviting to visitors!  Susie 
and I are so proud of the team!  Reward!!

During the Jubilee we got many compliments on 
the garden.  Visitors loved being able to take raw 
vegetables and sample grilled vegetables.  Also, 
Pam Thullen’s pickles were a great success.  Thanks 
Pam!  Hearing the appreciation from the community 
is so rewarding, making the work efforts all worth it.

The workday following the Jubilee, the team 
harvested all the veggies that we could.  Ed came 
by and added our lot to his truck loads going to 
Second Harvest.  Joining his team for the distribution 
at Second Harvest was great.  There was so much 
gratitude from the clients for the fresh produce.  One 
woman picked up a bag of basil, smelled it, and 
hugged it to her chest.  Knowing our veggies were 
given to people in need was so rewarding!

We are so proud of what the team accomplishes 
in the relaxed environment under the shade of the 
sycamore on Friday mornings!  Thank you Team!!

The next event for the Garden of Eatin’ is the Seed 
Savers Program, September 22 at 6pm.
Teresa Magill, Susie Broidy
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2022 Commemorative Plaque for the  
Springfield Foundation Featire Garden.  

Wood plaque base made by MGV Tom Miller.

SPGA JuBIlEE COMMITTEE
Clark County Master Gardener Volunteers are 

TREE-MENDOUS! The 2022 Jubilee went off without 
any hitches due to the hard work and cooperation 
from each of you! Even if you couldn’t be present on 
August 6, your work behind the scenes, designing, 
planting, WEEDING, mulching, and trimming to 
create the beautiful gardens was appreciated by our 
guests. The 2022 Intern Class definitely jumped right 
in volunteering throughout the event. The leadership 
skills of the chairpersons were obvious as the garden 
and subcommittees for the Jubilee came through in 
spectacular fashion. Setup and cleanup went quickly 
with lots of help from our team of Giants, often made 
up of spouses of MGVs.  And of course, Dennis 
and Jim gave careful attention to any of the needs 
throughout the area. Please take time to pat yourself 
on your back!

If you have comments about this year’s event 
or suggestions for future Jubilee’s, please email 
Susan Smith at sleng@att.net  She will compile 
your thoughts so we can use them as a basis of 
discussion at our Jubilee Wrap-Up meeting on 
Thursday, September 29, 1-3 pm at SPGA. Everyone 
is welcome to join us for this meeting.  
Tri-Chairs - Rita Lane, Christi Lockhart, and Susan 
Smith

FAIR FlOwER ShOw 
COMMITTEE 

We are proud to say that the 2022 Fair was a 
spectacular success thanks to all the help from our 
Master Gardener Volunteers!

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR HARD WORK 
MAKING THIS YEAR A VERY SUCCESSFUL FAIR 
YEAR!

It was great to have the flowers and vegetables 
in the same building!  Thanks to Deb Brugger, Deb 
Dean, Jan O’Neill, Donna Myers and Ed Wozniak!

Thank you Nancy Best, Pam Thullen, and Nicole 
White for helping on Judging Day.

Thank you Donna Myers and your helpers for 
having a Fun Kids Class!

We owe Marilyn Ryan and Pat McFarland  a big 
hand for gathering Donations from our generous 
vendors to make our Silent Auction a huge success!   
The Silent Auction total came to: $1,925.00 plus $50 
cash donations from The Senior Center and Station 
One!  Our committee created the most beautiful 
baskets to bring in that huge successful amount!   All 
baskets were picked up and paid for by Saturday 
morning.

Beth Brooks (new employee of OSU Extension) 
and new intern Nicole White worked about every day 
at fair, both learning about the flower show.  Thanks 
to Sheri and Paul Mohler for their hard work and 
dedication.

Thank you Tom Davidson and Donna Meister for 
their community display on Pollinators and Weeds 
which always draws great attention from the public.    
I talked to a seventeen year old boy who was busy 
taking lots of pictures of the weeds and pollinators.  
He told me he wants to create his own wonderful 
garden and  we also received quite a few names 
and emails from people wanting to become Master 
Gardener Volunteers which Beth added to the office 
list to call for a new class.

The Bouquet Contest had the most entries we have 
had for many years with winners Rich Barnhart, his 
wife and our own Nicole White – Congratulations All 
to those who entered!

After checking my former fair notes I realized I have 
been involved in the fair since 2015.  I had fun and 
enjoyed it, but it’s time to pass our chairmanships 
to the younger MG and fabulous interns.  Marianne 
and I welcome new leadership and will guide, help or 
answer any questions you may have.  

Give us a call or text.  You could have a tri-chair if 

you prefer and Barb Stewart (Manager of Arts and 
Crafts Building) will help you with whatever you need.

I have plenty of Fair Books if anyone would like 
one!

2023 Fair Week is July 21 - 28.
Thank you!
Jani Malowney  - 937-284-0553 
Marianne Ober - 937-360-1624
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lANDSCAPE wITh NATuRE 
COMMITTEE 

Relax in the shade of the new pergola at the 
Landscape with Nature Garden this fall. Shonil Datta, 
Tom Davidson, Mark Finnegan, Fred Miller, and Drew 
Titone dug the holes for the foundation of the much-
needed pergola in our sun-drenched garden. A rented 
cement mixer was used to continue the work. Once 
the cement is cured, the wood assembly will begin. 
Jani Malowney and Donna Meister are staining the 
wood white in preparation for the assembling. 

Visitors to the Jubilee had the opportunity to listen, 
learn, and relax. They could learn about honeybees 
in the Bee Haven, they could stroll through the 
research plot, Perennials for Pollinators, where 
Master Gardener Volunteers are recording the 
preferences of the many pollinators. They could study 
the five species of milkweed in the Butterfly Buffet 
that support the next generation of monarchs. They 
could stop and rest on one of our four benches.

We hope that you will register to attend the 
Monarch Tagging event scheduled in LWN on 
September 17 in partnership with National Trail Parks 
and Recreation. In addition to tagging and learning 
about migration, the event will offer educational 
tables to learn more about milkweed and other native 
plants. The Fall Guide of NTPR has details.

Tom Davidson. Donna Meister, Jani Maloney 
LWN Co-Chairs

NIGhT wEEDERS COMMITTEE
By the time you read this newsletter in September, 

the summer will be unofficially over, the kids will be 
back in school, and we Night Weeders will have 
completed our inaugural year as the most rocking 
committee ever!

Thanks to each of you who participated in our 
committee.  You made a mundane but oh-so-
necessary task fun!  We worked in nearly every bed 
in Snyder Park, did our part to make sure the park 
shone like the community jewel it is, and had all kinds 
of fun doing it!  

Thank you, thank you, thank you!  Here’s to next 
spring, when Mother Nature’s perfect cycle begins 
anew!
See you in the park, 
Susan and Tom Miller - Co-Chairs

Night Weeders help Landscape with Nature folks.

Drew Titone 
created a 

logo for us.

Shonil Datta, Tom Davidson, Mark 
Finnegan, Fred Miller, and Drew Titone dig 
holes for the foundation of the pergola.

Jani Malowney and 
Donna Meister stain 

wood for the pergola.
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•	 Some plants produce fruit steadily all 
summer, even when others nearby have 
stopped. Others put on an impressive show 
but then quit. Hmmm. I should examine my 
own performance now and then.

HARVEST MOON “The definition of a 
Harvest Moon is: the full moon closest 
to the fall equinox. The Harvest Moon 
was thus named because it rises within 

a half-hour of when the sun sets. In early days, 
when farmers had no tractors, it was essential 
that they work by the light of the moon to bring in 
the harvest. This moon is the fullest moon of the 
year. When you gaze at it, it looks very large and 
gives a lot of light throughout the entire night. 
No other lunar spectacle is as awesome as the 
Harvest Moon.” from Harvest Moon Lore

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES  
by Patricia Cisco

What a difference a day makes, twenty-four little 
hours.

Cool chill in the air, slight frost on the flowers.
Through tattered fields of corn, crows caw in the early 

morn.
Songs of crickets linger on well into the tired dawn.

Sleepy sun wakes later each day, sure sign Autumn’s 
on his way.

Summer’s gone; she couldn’t stay. Autumn has ar-
rived today.

What a difference a day makes, twenty-four little 
hours.

Radiant sun rising high, scorching tree tops in the 
sky.

Replacing sweetness of Summer flowers, turning 
trees into colorful towers.

Autumn’s beauty is surely nigh, beneath this warm 
September sky.

Nearing are crisp Autumn eves, with harvest moons 
and chilly breeze.

Tomorrow what beauty might we see, as gold and 
crimson leaves blow free.

Summer, Autumn, Winter, Spring, 
savor every beautiful thing.

What a difference twenty-four hours may bring!

Gatherings about Gardens 
IT’S SEPTEMBER by Edgar Guest

It’s September, and the cornstalks are as 
high as they will go, 
And the red cheeks of the apples 
everywhere begin to show;  
Now the supper’s scarcely over ere the 
darkness settles down 
And the moon looms big and yellow at the edges of 
the town; 
Oh, it’s good to see the children when their little 
prayers are said, 
Duck beneath the patchwork covers when they 
tumble into bed.

It’s September, and a calmness and a sweetness 
seem to fall 
Over everything that’s living, just as though it hears 
the call 
Of Old Winter, trudging slowly, with his pack of ice 
and snow, 
In the distance over yonder, and it somehow seems 
as though 
Every tiny little blossom wants to look its very best 
When the frost shall bite its petals and it droops away 
to rest.

Life Lessons from My Tomatoes  
by Juanita Haditsch

•	 The worst seedlings can flourish if they receive 
fertile ground and regular encouragement. But 
the best seedlings rarely thrive in rocky sites 
where their needs are not met.

•	 The size of a tomato has nothing to do with its 
quality. Volunteer cherry tomatoes teach me that 
lesson anew every year.

•	 A garden of all sizes, shapes, and colors is more 
fun.

•	 We should all choose our friends the way toma-
toes do. Basil and tomatoes are not alike, but 
they accomplish great things together!

•	 Maybe good fences make good neighbors. But 
tomatoes make friends of good neighbors. Fenc-
es? Well, they’re handy to lean on while sharing 
tomatoes and other pleasantries.

•	 If you do not pluck the hornworms out of your life 
early, they will only grow bigger and multiply. Gatherings about Gardens cont. on pg.9
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(Eutrochium maculatum) in the wetland.  Despite 
a summer of neglect in the wetland, it has thrived.  
A truly wonderful thing about the wetland is that 
I don’t have to weed it and the plants that thrive 
there are as tough as nails.  The Spotted Joe Pye 
bloom in Picture 2 is probably 8 inches across and is 
frequently visited by pollinators.  This year, Viceroy 
butterflies have especially liked it.

When Husband Tom and I planted grass after 
our house was built, we added a lot of Dutch White 
Clover (Trifolium Repens) to the grass seed mix. 
It’s a great nitrogen fixer for the soil and bees and 
butterflies 
like it.  In 
Picture 3 
you see a 
lovely little 
Crescent 
butterfly 
visiting a 
clover flower.  
This year, I 
have mowed 
my grass 
less, letting 
the clover 
get taller.  As a result, I have Crescent butterflies 
everywhere!  It almost feels like confetti pops up 
when I walk around the yard.  I mow around the 
flower beds, keeping the lawn at about 3.5 inches. In 
the rest of the yard, I mow every other week or so. 
This longer part of the yard is alive with bees and 
butterflies, but I’ve learned to walk around the edges 
rather than through this taller grass.  In addition 
to the bees and butterflies, chiggers like this taller 
grass, a lesson I learned the hard way!

Last spring at the pre-Plant-Sale-A-Bration, 
someone gave out dahlia tubers that I believe were 
extras from their garden.  I took a couple, and they 
are blooming in 
my garden, as you 
can see in Picture 
4.  I’d like to thank 
whoever gave 
these out.  They 
have been a lovely 
surprise!
Happy Gardening, 
Susan Miller

Backyard News
It’s late August and this afternoon I took a walk 

around my yard and wetland after a weekend of 
strong rains.  Not surprisingly the plants are looking 
rather bedraggled, except for the weeds, which 
look invigorated after all the rain.  By the end of the 
summer, I am so tired of weeds. 

I thought my flowers were waning, but I found 
many late season gems to share with you.  In the 
wetland, the Ironweed (Vernonia spp.) has had a 
banner year.  It was one of the first plants to pop 
up when we stopped mowing the wetland, and 

now it has started to form beautiful purple clusters 
throughout the wetland.  Needless to say, it likes wet 
to medium wet soil, and produces beautiful purple 
flowers atop 5-to-6-foot plants.  In picture 1, note the 
mating swallowtails.  We’ve had a lot of swallowtails 
this year, especially the black ones.  I have Lantana 
in one of my flowerpots on the deck, and black and 
giant swallowtails will come for a sip of nectar, fly 
about six feet away, then circle back for another sip 
again and again.  We all know that “just one more 
sip” feeling!  I’d hoped to get a picture of the giant 
swallowtails for you, but the darned things wouldn’t 
sit still!

Last fall I planted some Spotted Joe Pye Weed 

Picture 1  Pipevine Swallowtails mate 
on an Ironweed plant.

Picture 2  Spotted Joe Pye Weed.

Picture 3  Crescent Butterfly on 
Clover.

Picture 4  Mystery Dahlia.



9

Gatherings about Gardens cont. from pg.7
And about dirt….
“Those who throw dirt lose ground.”   unknown
“Dirt Tired: a condition that occurs after spending all 
day in the garden.”   from Scratch
“You can bury a lot of troubles digging in the dirt.”   
unknown
“PLAY IN THE DIRT because life is too short to 
always have clean fingernails.”   Quotesgram
Til next time, Judy Finnegan

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE PRESENTS  
QUILT WINNER

Ben Hamilton of Springfield was the winner of 
the Charlie Brown Great Pumpkin quilt raffled by 
the Master Gardeners Volunteers (MGV) of Clark 
County to raise money to support the Synder Park 
Gardens and Arboretum (SPGA) and other MGV 
projects.  Mary Ellen Martin made and donated the 
quilt to the MGV for this purpose.  Ben was a vendor 
at the SPGA Jubilee last Saturday, August 6.  He was 
selling pure maple syrup he made last spring, a labor 
of love.  While others tended Ben’s booth, Ben came 
by the MGV fund raising booth and fell in love with 
the quilt.  During the event all the fund-raising booth 
volunteers learned how much Ben loved Charlie 
Brown and Company.  When Ben’s name was drawn 
and announced by a totally impartial individual 
everyone was happy for him.  We found Ben selling 
maple syrup.  He still has some for sale, both dark 
and light.  If you want to buy some of his syrup, call 
Ben Hamilton at 937 4627423.

Our next year’s raffle quilt top has been made at 
quilting bees of MGV and machine quilted by Mary 
Ellen Martin. Fabrics and supplies were purchased at 
Creative Fires and are top quality. We will start selling 
raffle tickets soon at many of our events open to the 
public.  Watch our Facebook page for a picture of the 
2023 MVG raffle quilt!

Fabenne Brandenburg and Fundraising Committee

Mary Ellen Martin and Ben Hamilton 
winner of this years SPGA Raffle Quilt.

SPGA looked absolutely beautiful. There was rain in 
the area all around us, but we stayed dry there at the 
park and it was a great day. 

I had the privilege of participating in the distribution 
of the record amount (1730lbs!) of produce that was 
donated to Second Harvest Food Bank from SPGA. 
It was heartwarming to see all the red shirts there 
helping to pass out food and answering questions, 
sharing recipes, etc.

I have been assigned to some great projects since 
I came on board. MGVs meets every other Friday in 
the Landscape with Nature Garden to collect data 
for the Perennials for Pollinators survey. I am also 
assisting Kim and Karen with the development of 
interpretive signs for the gardens at SPGA. Pam is 
hoping to have these installed by this fall. Plus, I am 
working through the list of plants in the Springfield 
Foundation beds so that we can get identification 
tags created for them.

I must say I have been in constant awe at the 
wealth of talent and knowledge of our MGVs and the 
amazing things that are being accomplished for our 
community. 

Stay tuned as we will be adding opportunities in 
HOC for MGVs to sign up to assist in the various 
Community Gardens. 

***Currently, help is needed through the end of 
September to harvest produce for the food stand 
at the Visioning Garden in Springfield Promise 
Neighborhood. *** 

Lastly, I am in the market for a clever title for my 
newsletter updates. If you have a suggestion for me, 
you can submit it by email to: brooks.1320@osu.edu. 
If your entry is chosen, I will buy your lunch at Un 
Mundo Café. 

I am grateful for all the support I have received so 
far as I am growing into my new position.

Thank you! 
Beth

Beth Brooks bio. cont. from pg.3
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The MGV tri-chairs for the 2022 SPGA Jubilee Christi 
Lockhart, Susan Smith and Rita Lane.

Garden Tour Wagon making a trip around SPGA.

Pictures from the 2022 SPGA Jubilee

MGVs Lola Walston and Kathy McConkey at the Ask-
A-Master-Gardener Tent. 

MGVs Kim Norman, Judy Hoppes and Dianne 
Champney with all of the beautiful flowers at the Cut 
Flower Arrangement Tent.

Young visitor to the SPGA Trial Gardens, after visiting 
the Face Painter and Balloon Sculptor.

MGVs Kim Bachman and Peggy Shank wearing  
1850‘s attire in The Early Ohio Settler’s Garden.
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Pictures from the Clark County Fair Flower Show Tent

MGVs enjoying good food and good friends at the pot luck 
lunch for Rich.

First Place Pick of the Garden 
Bouquet Contest.

Weed Display presented by MGV Tom Davidson and 
the Landscape with Nature Garden.

MGV Pam Thullen at flower 
display table with visitors to CC 
Fair.

MGV Susan Miller with her Best of 
Show entry.

Beth Brooks OSUE Horticulture Program 
Assistant helping out at the CC Fair.
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Don’t Forget
September 7th and 21st
SPGA Garden Clean ups 

9:00 am to Noon

Pam Bennett doing a little last minute clean-up 
before 2022 SPGA Jubilee.


