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 Mark Your Calendar for July
4  Independence Day Holiday
5 8:30 am - Noon EOS Garden workday.  
 9 am Victory Garden workday. 
 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden workday. 
 12 pm - 2 pm Perennial Garden Cmte meeting.
6 9 am - Noon SPGA Garden Workday. 
 6 pm - 8 pm Night Weeders work session - SPGA.
7 2 pm - 3 pm Yoga in the Garden. SPGA Wingert  
  Tossey Pavilion. Bring mat and  
  equipment. 
 6 pm - 7:30 pm Learn about the Latest Annuals in OSU  
  Cultivar trials - SPGA Field Trial Plot
11 7 pm  Music in the Garden - SPGA Wingert 
  Tossey Pavilion. Yellow Springs  
  Community Band.
12 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden workday. 
 9 am Victory Garden workday.
14 2 pm - 3 pm Yoga in the Garden. SPGA Wingert  
  Tossey Pavilion. Bring mat and  
  equipment.
15 9:30 am - Noon Fair Flower Show Cmte. - OSUE Lg.  
  Conf. Rm.
18 8:30 am - Noon EOS Garden workday - SPGA 
 7 pm Music in the Garden - Wingert Tossey 
  Pavilion. Lafferty Pike Blue Grass.  
  (rain date)
19 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden workday. 
 9 am Victory Garden workday.

20 9 am - Noon SPGA Garden workday. 
 9 am - Noon LWN Garden workday.
 6 pm - 8 pm Night Weeders work session - SPGA.
21 8:30 am - Noon EOS Garden Education. 
  SPGA Wingert Tossey Pavilion. 
 9 am Fair Flower Show Set-up - Arts & Craft  
  Bldg. Fairgrounds 
 2 pm - 3 pm Yoga in the Garden. SPGA Wingert  
  Tossey Pavilion. Bring mat and  
  equipment. 
 6 pm - 7:30 pm Polinators in the Garden Program - LWN  
  Garden SPGA.
22 2 pm - 8 pm Fair Flower Show accepting entries Arts &  
  Craft Bldg. Fairgrounds.
23 5:30 - 9 pm Fair Flower Show Entry Judging - Arts & 
  Craft Bldg. Fairgrounds.
24 - 29  Fair Flower Show - Arts & Craft Bldg.  
  Fairgrounds. Volunteers Needed All Shifts.
26 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden workday. 
 9 am Victory Garden workday.
27 10:30 - 1 pm Fair Flower Show Kids Day Classes - Arts 
  & Craft Bldg. Fairgrounds.
28 1 pm - 3 pm SPGA Jubilee Cmte meeting at SPGA 
  in picnic shelter next to the clubhouse.
30 8:30 am - 11 am Fair Flower Show Clean-up - Arts & Craft  
  Bldg. Fairgrounds. Volunteers Needed - 
  Donuts Supplied.
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Pam’s Posies  cont. on pg. 3

Sundial Garden Club from Eaton Ohio was the 
first tour led by Docent’s Connie Mitchell and Deb 
Brugger.

Pam’s Posies
Dear MGVs,

Yes, I am late writing this and I must thank Linda 
McCann because she is so patient with me.  This has 
been a terribly busy month for all!  There were a few 
weeks of utter stress – heat, mental, physical, and 
more – because of all that needed to be completed 
this spring.

I hope that you all feel and understand what you 
have accomplished in the development of Snyder 
Park Gardens and Arboretum.  You all should be 
proud of what you have done as an individual and as 
a team.  And of course, without Rich’s leadership, we 
would all be struggling.  

President Kristina Johnson’s visit validated that 
we are doing the right thing for our community.  We 
have undertaken a huge project and have mad giant 
strides in the last few years.  I know at times it felt 
like we were taking baby steps or even crawling.  But 
if you were there on Tuesday, June 28, 2022, you 
should have been overloaded with pride.  You are the 
reason SPGA was selected on this tour of Southwest 
Ohio; you are the reason the community supports 
this project; and you are the reason I LOVE my job.  
Thank you for all that you do.  

Unfortunately, we can’t sit back and rest on our 
laurels.  We have another big event coming up in 
August and we have many other events in between.  
I am so proud to be associated with an incredible 
group of volunteers.  I am also so very lucky!

Please bear with me during this transition time 
of Rich leaving and new hires.  It’s going to get a 
little more crazy in the next couple of months and 
hopefully by this fall, things might slow down.  We 
have a candidate for the Kathy M. position.  Half of 
her time will be working with MGVs and the other half 
working to help develop community gardens.  I am 
crossing my fingers that she will be starting July 18, 
2022!

I am developing the position description for Rich’s 
position and if you know of anyone who can fill those 
shoes, please let me know!  And thanks to all of you 
for being so generous and throwing him the going 
away party!

Be sure to read the article in this newsletter for an 
opportunity to help out a local business as well as 
have a fun time picking lavender!

Thanks for all you do.  Not just for OSU Extension 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
My garden is my most beautiful masterpiece. 
Claude Monet
Dear Fellow Master Gardeners,

To vastly understate, June was a very busy month.  
So many new events, plantings, programs, and the 
usual endless watering and weeding.  Here are some 
of the highlights:

Garden Ed. Programs- Ed led us off with a tour of 
the Victory Garden. Kim taught us about using herbs 
at GOE, and the EOS crew showed off their historic 
garden and a new way to keep the deer from helping 
themselves.

Docents continued to train, and Connie and I led 
the first tour of the summer when the Sundial Garden 
Club came to visit.

Our SPGA Letterbox is up!  A huge thank you 
to Shonil Datta for once again, giving his time 
and talents on another huge project to benefit the 
community.  It’s so perfect, Shonil!

Music in the Garden (Lafferty Pike Bluegrass) was 
rained out, but rescheduled for July 18th at 7:00 PM.

Yoga in the Garden was held each Monday at 8:30 
with Emily Stanton, who led us through some great 
stretching, strength and balance activities.

Landscaping with Nature- Wow, your garden is 
looking beautiful.

And, speaking of beautiful, Perennial Committee 
has worked their tails off getting all the beautiful 
annuals in the beds in front of the Clubhouse!

And…Timber!  As huge storms came through, one 
of the huge Sycamores came down in a “near miss” 
by the GOE.  Cleanup crew, you were amazing! 
Power to the Plants! 
Deb Brugger
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LOVELY LAVENDER VOLUNTEER  
OPPORTUNITY

I have been working with the wonderful family that 
owns the Sunset Ridge Lavender Farm LLC for the 
last few years.  They have created a beautiful farm 
business and are quite overwhelmed with the amount 
of business.  In July, they have a flush of lavender 
and in the past have not had enough staff to pick it.  It 
needs to be picked in order for next years crop to be 
lush. 

On July 13, 2022 we will meet at the farm (6360 
Fowler Rd., Enon Ohio – near Susan Kogler’s house 
and Brandeberry winery) at 10:00 a.m. to help them 
pick lavender.  She will demonstrate how to cut, 
rubber band, and bundle them for hanging.  They will 
provide all of the supplies.  She is still checking on 
the fields to determine which variety we will be cutting 
and she suspects that it will be Gross, the cultivar 
that produces 70% of the world’s lavender.  

If time allows, they will show us the still that they 
recently purchased (but haven’t had time to set up 
because of the business going crazy) and how they 
will be distilling lavender oil.  

And, because they are so nice and appreciative 
of your potential work, they will supply a t-shirt and 
lunch from Current Cuisine.  You will also receive two 
hours of volunteer work credit for this as well!

Join us as we help a local small business and learn 
about the lavender.  You MUST register by going to 
the following link.  Register by going to go.osu.edu/
clarklavender before 5:00 p.m. on July 5th.  Note, at 
this time, we are still working on the details.  There 
may be a limit to the number of people.  If I find this 
out, you will receive a notice about this.  Therefore, if 
this occurs, first come first served.
Pam

RICH’S REMARKS - FINAL
Once again, we had a phenomenal and productive 

month of June!  The new Annual Gardens are 
planted, weeded, and mulched.  The new Perennial 
Gardens are planted, weeded, and mulched.  Music 
in the Garden and Yoga in the Garden are underway.  
If you have not yet visited SPGA this season, please 
do so to experience, embrace, enjoy the amazing 
impact of all the hard work and dedication of the 
Clark County MGV!  WOW!  The gardens between 
the Clubhouse and the Wingert Tossey Pavilion are 
spectacular!  Great Job!  

An unexpected storm with heavy rain and some 
wind blasted through the park, damaging some trees 
and removing some limbs, as well as toppling some 
very large trees.  Fortunately, no individuals were 
injured, nor were any of our gardens substantially 
impacted; with the large Sycamore toppling and 
landing neatly between the Early Ohio Settlers 
Garden and the Garden of Eatin’.  And then, the call 
went out for any available MGV to help with clean-
up, dragging piles of fallen branches to the edge of 
the road to help NTPRD crews to chip up and haul 
away the massive piles of debris.  Despite the rapidly 
rising temperatures that morning, The MGV clean-
up squad moved a huge pile of brush in an hour and 
a half – just as the morning was heating to inferno 
stage!  Great job and many thanks to all helping on 
that amazing team!

Our new “Night Weeders” MGV team has more 
than earned great kudos for their hard work and 
making major difference throughout the park.  They 
arrive early evenings as the days cool and get to to 
work make a major difference wherever their soil 
knives and shovels land!  Thank you for making a big 
difference with a less than “popular” gardening task!

The utility poles and electric lines are now re-
established to the north side of the drive to allow for 
unobstructed design and development of the site 
for the coming Entrance Garden.  We are waiting 
for removal of the old poles, that job is on the soon 
docket.  The Entrance Committee is well underway 
with confirming designs for the monuments that will 
announce and frame the Main Entrance to Snyder 
Park Gardens and Arboretum!

These activities bring a bittersweet feeling as I 
approach my final days at SPGA.  I am so proud to 
have been a part of these many projects and feel so 
very fortunate to have had the opportunity to get to 
know and work with such an amazing, productive, 
and generally great group of MGV friends.  I will truly 
miss the camaraderie of this phenomenal army of 
hard-working, fun-loving gardeners.  I will truly miss 
you ALL.  Thank you for letting me be part of your 
team!
---Rich---

Pam’s Posies  cont. from pg. 2

but for the entire community.  You are all truly 
dedicated to the place you live.
Pam
Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener Volunteer 
Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension
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PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
Dear MGV’s,

It has been a crazy month. Rain, rain, and 
more rain. Then came the heat. It certainly did 
create issues to work in the gardens. We are still 
trying to catch up on the weeding and mulching, 
but we are making headway. 

The most exciting news that we would like to 
share is the transformation of the clubhouse 
gardens. We are seeing our visions for this 
garden become a reality. We spent hours and 
hours researching and planning the garden. Our 
committee and sub committees were diligent 
in their efforts to create a beautiful new space. 
We faced several challenges, but each time we 
were faced with a challenge we were able to 
come up with solutions. If plan A didn’t work, we 
went to plan B and sometimes there was even 
a plan C!!! All in all, it was all about learning and 
growing in our knowledge. 

While the garden is not complete, we will continue 
to add plants this fall and possibly next spring. As we 
know a garden is never done. 

The Co-chairs would like to thank everyone that 
helped with this endeavor. A special thank you to 
Rich and Dennis. (and more recently, Jim) Rich spent 
many hours on Zoom meetings and was invaluable in 
coordinating the many meetings and workdays. While 
he never told us how or what to do, his horticulture 
knowledge helped guide many of our decisions. I’m 
not sure what we would have done without Dennis. 
He was and is always there for us. Our workdays 
would not have been possible if not for all the 
coordination and physical work that he provided. 
Thank you to all our perennial committee.  Our more 
seasoned gardeners made it possible to take on this 
task. Again, we have learned much from them. And 
to our newer gardeners, we would like to commend 
you on the excitement, enthusiasm, energy, and new 
ideas that you brought to the table. To our co-chairs, 
we have learned that with a great team, anything is 
possible. And finally, to Sally, Diane, and Marilyn, 
who said that we needed to take a few minutes to 
dance while we worked. Thank you for reminding us 
to have fun!

We hope that you enjoy this new garden and 
will continue to support us as we move forward to 
completion.
Respectfully, 
Jerri Taylor, Marilyn Hinderer, Sandy Forstrom,  
Ann Doane

Committee Reports

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
The Kroger Community Rewards Program donates 

money to designated organizations based on the 
shopping you do.  When you link your card to an 
organization like Master Gardeners of Clark County, 
Kroger with make a donation at no cost to you.

Master Gardener Volunteers work hard at all 
they do to help support Snyder Park Gardens and 
Arboretum. This is one more way to help support the 
Gardens.

If you aren’t already signed up with the Kroger 
Community Rewards Program, it’s easy. 

Go to: krogercommunityrewards.com. Follow the 
instructions to link your Shoppers Card. MGV’s 
are listed under Master Gardeners of Clark County 
(XP970). In this small way, you are helping. Please 
consider signing up.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts, 
Fundraising Committee

South Side of 
Clubhouse porch 
with completed 
garden area. 
More pictures 
of this project 
at back of 
newsletter.

MGV’s Marilyn 
Hinderer, Cindy 
Catenacci and 

Sally Day doing 
their “Happy 

Dance” at the 
completion of 

this project.
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EARLY OHIO SETTLER’S  
GARDEN COMMITTEE

Quite the scene of destruction occurred in Snyder 
Park Sunday June 12. Strong winds blew through 
the area (this after tornado damage in Springfield two 
days earlier), and many trees were knocked down 
in the park and along the road. A giant sycamore 
crashed between the Early Ohio Settler’s Garden and 
the Garden of Eatin’ narrowly missing both, but an 
awesome sight nevertheless.

Two of the garden’s irrigation sprinklers had been 
knocked flat and all three of our “corn” patches were 
flattened. The following week, however, all the corn 
was standing tall again. The hops took a real beating 
after we severed their highway to our fence, but hops 
will not be denied, and new starts are climbing again 
on the poles.

We tucked most of the hoses for the water 
deterrent along the bottom of the fence, which is less 
obtrusive, but we need to improve on that.

A gravel pad needs a few pavers for the wheels 
before we can install the buckboard wagon, but that 
is coming soon.
Chairs Peggy Shank, Judy and Mark Finnegan, Kim 
Bachman.

NIGHT WEEDERS COMMITTEE
In June, the Night Weeders threw our 2nd and 

4th Wednesday schedule out the window and met 
as weather permitted.  We worked in the Garden of 
Eatin’ and the West Hydrangea Bed, which, frankly, 
had an awful lot of poison ivy in it.  We hope to meet 
again on the 22nd, if the weather smiles on us.  We 
welcome your help whenever you are available!  

Cochairs, Susan and Tom Miller

SPGA GARDEN JUBILEE  
COMMITTEE

SPGA Jubilee is fast approaching, and just in 
case you forgot the date and time, it is Saturday, 
August 6th from 9 am to 2 pm. The SPGA Jubilee 
Committee has been hard at work making plans 
which will include a 9 am dedication of the Springfield 
Foundation Feature Garden.  Kudos to those 
involved in the planning and execution of this garden 
area!

SPGA Jubilee is one of the major events Master 
Gardener Volunteers do every year to give back to 
our community.  This means all the helping hands 
of both veterans and interns are needed. You can 
volunteer for the set-up shift beginning very early 
(maybe) 6:30-8:15 am; or a shift working from 8:15-
11:30 am; or a shift working from 11:30 am-2:30 
pm; or finally, a clean-up shift from 2 to 3:30 pm. 
Volunteers are especially needed to help put up and 
take down the tents so please ask your significant 
others and or other family members who can assist 
with this task. You CAN volunteer for every shift, but 
you know your own capabilities/limitations.  

If you are on an SPGA garden committee please 
sign up to volunteer by contacting one of the garden 
chairpersons. You can also sign up to help with 
one of the subcommittees by contacting one of the 
following:  Welcome-Christi Lockhart, Ambassadors-
Wendy May and Missy Hawley, Fundraising-Judy 
Finnegan, Social-Terry Reid and Jan O’Neill, Parking-
Ed Wozniak, Transportation-Jerri Taylor and Janet 
Heater, and Tables/Tents-Dennis Latimer.  

Our next planning meeting will be Thursday, July 
28, from 1- 3 pm at SPGA in the shelter house next to 
the club house or under a shady maple tree since the 
pavilion will be used for yoga that afternoon.  

Rita Lane, Christi Lockhart, Susan Smith, Tri-chairs

We unearthed a tool 
in the Early Ohio 
Settler’s Garden 
that is so muddy 
and rusted, it defies 
identification. Stay 
tuned.

Mark Finnegan 
spots Kim 

Bachman while she 
strings ropes for 

the hop vines.
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LANDSCAPE WITH NATURE 
COMMITTEE 

    LWN Committee completed renovation of the 
Bee Haven garden by widening the bed from 12’ to 
15’ and installing a wood chip path among the 16 
specimens of excellent plants for honeybees. The 16 
Plants were selected from over 530 garden plants in 
Paul Lindtner’s book “Garden Plants for Honey Bees” 
Wicwas Press LLC, 2014. The 16 plants are rated 
among the highest for providing both nectar (sugar) 
and pollen (protein) for honey bees. They were first 
planted last year (2021) and all perennials emerged 
exceptionally vigorous this wet spring. The following 
diagram is an accurate layout of the current garden. 
Different plants will bloom throughout summer and 
fall to provide continuous nectar for honey production 
and protein for raising healthy bees (winter bees) to 
survive the five months of Ohio cold. Take a frequent 
stroll thru Bee Haven without fear as the hives have 
no bee residents.

    In other exciting news the LWN committee 
planted 39 plants (13 groups of 3 cultivars) from the 
Cincinnati Zoo for an evaluation of pollinator affinity. 
Plants are alongside a newly installed 90’ wood chip 
trail from Bee Haven to the Butterfly Buffet designed 
to be easy to inspect.
    A third plant display alongside the 90’ woodchip 
trail displays 10 excellent Native Plants for attracting 
a wide variety of pollinators back to the landscape. 
These few plants have the potential of significantly 
increasing biodiversity in the area. We plan to watch 
and see.
Tom Davidson. Donna Meister, Jani Maloney 
LWN Co-Chairs

FAIR FLOWER SHOW 
COMMITTEE 

A lot of progress was made at our Meeting of June 
15 attended by fourteen MGVs.

Since he was moving to the Masonic Home, a 
neighbor, Rodney Hilliard, donated a ton of Christmas 
items: wreaths, lights, Christmas tins and cups, large 
plastic candy canes and more.

The Fair runs from July 22-29 with the fair theme 
this year of “Christmas in July”!

We are looming toward 2 deadlines: June 30 which 
has probably passed since you are reading this 
article:   

June 30 is the last day to enter your Open Flower 
exhibits! 

The Fair Office has Fair Books and schedules for 
your convenience or find it online at Clarkcoag.com.

JULY 14 iis the last day for accepting donations for 
the silent auction fair baskets!

July 15 we will be creating our beautiful baskets 
for Auction, picking out items that go together, 
placing into baskets, writing down the items on 
corresponding papers, then sealing with plastic, bows 
and ribbons.  There are 4 categories:  OSU, Farm 
and Family, Home and Garden, and Patio!  Five 
baskets per category.

Next meeting is not a meeting but a Basket 
Workshop on July15- 9:30-Noon. OSU Extension 
Large Conference Room.

Thank you.
We will be exiting our Fair chairman duties after 

Fair 2022.  We need to give our new interns a chance 
to get lots of service hours while having fun at the 
Fair.  We will guide you through the 2023 Fair so you 
will have plenty of help!  
Give us a call,
Jani Malowney - 937-284-0553 and  
Marianne Ober - 937- 360-1624

Workday in  
LWN Garden 

spreading wood  
chips on new trail.

Lots of Christmas items delivered for Silent Auction.
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Fresh Tomato Cake with Cream Cheese 
Frosting  from The Old Farmer’s Almanac

In the 1930s, tomato soup cakes were all 
the rage, yet they were a mystery because 
they did not taste like tomato soup. Make 
your tomato cake with ripe tomatoes from 
your own garden!
Cake Ingredients
1  cup  dark brown sugar 

½ cup shortening 
2  eggs 
3 cups all-purpose flour 
2 tsps baking powder 
1  tsp baking soda 
1 tsp nutmeg 
1 tsp salt 
2 cups peeled, seeded and chopped ripe 
  tomatoes 
½ cup chopped walnuts or pecans 
½ cup chopped dates 
½ cup chopped raisins
Instructions
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease and flour 13x9 
inch baking pan. In a large bowl, combine the sugar 
and shortening and mix until creamy. Add the eggs, 
beating after each. In a separate bowl, combine the 
flour, baking powder, baking soda, nutmeg and salt. 
Sift the dry ingredients into the creamed mixture 
and stir to blend. Add the tomatoes, nuts, dates, 
and raisins and stir thoroughly. Pour the batter into 
the prepared pan. Bake for 35 minutes, or until a 
toothpick inserted into the center comes out clean. 
Cool.
Frosting Ingredients
½ cup (1 stick) butter, softened 
1 8 oz cream cheese, softened 
2  tsps vanilla extract 
1  pound confectioners’ sugar 
  Milk, as needed
Instructions
In a large bowl, combine the butter, cream cheese, 
and vanilla and mix until creamy. Gradually beat in 
the sugar. If the mixture becomes too thick, add a 
little milk. Frost when the cake is cool.

A Tomato Salad to Die For from The Old Farmer’s 
Almanac

There is nothing as delicious as a fully ripe, deep 
red, juicy, garden, heirloom tomato!

Gatherings about Gardens 
Attack of the Squash People by Marge 
Piercy
And thus the people every year 
in the valley of humid July 
did sacrifice themselves 
to the long green phallic god 
and eat and eat and eat. 
They’re coming, they’re on us, 
the long striped gourds, the silky 
babies, the hairy adolescents, 
the lumpy vast adults 
like the trunks of green elephants. 
Recite fifty zucchini recipes!
\Zucchini tempura; creamed soup; 
saute with olive oil and cumin, 
tomatoes, onion; frittata; 
casserole of lamb; baked 
topped with cheese; marinated; 
stuffed; stewed; driven 
through the heart like a stake.
Get rid of old friends: they too 
have gardens and full trunks. 
Look for newcomers: befriend 
them in the post office, unload 
on them and run. Stop tourists 
in the street. Take truckloads 
to Boston. Give to your Red Cross. 
Beg on the highway: please 
take my zucchini, I have a crippled 
mother at home with heartburn.
Sneak out before dawn to drop 
them in other people’s gardens, 
in baby buggies at churchdoors. 
Shot, smuggling zucchini into 
mailboxes, a federal offense.
With a suave reptilian glitter 
you bask among your raspy 
fronds sudden and huge as 
alligators.  You give and give 
too much, like summer days 
limp with heat, thunderstorms 
bursting their bags on our heads, 
as we salt and freeze and pickle 
for the too little to come.
Pepper by Amy LV
It was such a cute pepper 
The size of my thumb. 
I bit off the tip 
and I felt pretty dumb 
for though it was little 
that pepper was strong. 
I thought it was sweet. 
It was hot. 
I was wrong. Gatherings about Gardens cont. on pg.9
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I always wonder, is this something wonderful or 
horrible?  I don’t know if I always trust the app, but it 
does give some plants a chance to bloom and prove 
their worth.

Another surprise I had this year was catmint!  It’s 
incredibly hardy, but I was surprised that 3 pots of 
catmint made it through the winter, sitting on my 
deck, unprotected.  It’s one thing if a plant is tucked 
in the ground for the winter, but those pots had no 
protection, and still they persevered.  I rewarded 
the Walkers Low Catmint (Nepeta racemose) with 

a bigger pot and tucked in my favorite 
Summer Jewel Red Salvia, along with 
some Scarlett Red Runner Beans running 
up a little trellis.  Wow. What a treat for the 
hummingbirds!

Because I live in the country and spend a 
ridiculous amount of time battling invasive 
plants, I’m very careful about what I plant in 
my gardens.  For that reason, the catmint 
will stay in pots.  When people tell me a 
plant can be aggressive, I’ve found that in 
my yard they can be AGGRESSIVE!  It’s 
a balance all of us gardeners must strike.  
Gone are the days of planting whatever 
we wanted.  And still, we have so much to 
choose from!
Happy Gardening, 
Susan

Backyard News
In Last July’s Blades & Blooms I wrote about 

my failed attempt at growing a wildflower garden 
using one of those seed mixtures I had heard so 
much about.  Weeds took over, the wind knocked 
everything down, yeesh.  It was a mess.  I tore most 
of the garden out and tried adding some natives and 
other plants.  Now I call that bed a cottage garden 
and I love it!   

Thanks to the wildflower seed mixture, I still get 
surprises coming up, which is so 
darned fun.  I’m rather paranoid 
because I had so many weeds come 
up in the first year.  I use a free 
app on my phone called PlantNet 
to try to identify things I’m unsure 
about.  You take a picture with 
your phone and upload it, then you 
get a response that tells you what 
the plant could be.  Once I have a 
name, I can do some research on 
the internet.  The app has done a 
pretty good job so far.  

This year for the first time I 
got some Lance-Leaf Coreopsis 
(Coreopsis lanceolata).  It’s lovely, 
and blooms in late spring and early 
summer, a time when I don’t have a 
lot of blooms in my yard.  According 
to my research it’s native to Ohio, 
tough and hardy and I can expect to see it in the 
future.  When Husband Tom and I lived in Columbus 
we had some in 
our backyard, 
so this new 
patch brings 
back nice 
memories. 

Last year I 
was surprised 
by big orange 
poppies.  They 
returned this 
year, much 
to my delight, 
along with 
some pink 
poppies!  
What a great 
surprise!  If it 
hadn’t been for 
the PlantNet 
app I would 
have torn it out 
as a weed.  That’s a problem I face whenever I weed.  

Bee enjoying Walkers Low 
Catmint.

Pink Poppies with Bachelor Buttons.

vICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE
The Victory Garden is looking good with the 

weeds under control and a bumper crop of potatoes 
and tomatoes expected.  We’ve had some critter 
problems recently but they appear to be under 
control owing to the fence mending prowess of 
Drew Titone.  Within the next couple weeks we will 
be harvesting onions, cabbages and potatoes and 
trucking them down to Second Harvest. Work days 
are now scheduled every Tuesday at 9:00 am. We 
hosted a vegetable garden discussion at the Victory 
Garden which was well attended by Master Gardener 
Volunteers.  So at this time everything is going 
according to plan and it looks like a great harvest 
ahead of us. 

Drew Titone / Ed Wozniak
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Gatherings about Gardens cont. on pg.7

Yoga in the Gardens has come to SPGA Wingert 
Tossey Pavilion. 

Cut up three or four ripe tomatoes and take out 
the seeds and liquid parts.  Add some freshly grated 
parmesan. Cut a small amount of onion to taste into 
tiny pieces and add.  Toss with home made salad 
dressing, recipe to follow, salt to taste and eat with a 
spoon!
Salad Dressing
Fill a pint jar a bit less than ¼ full with balsamic 
vinegar.  Add olive oil to almost fill the jar.  Add two 
crushed garlic cloves after letting them sit in a bowl 
for about then minutes.  Add ¼ teaspoon powdered 
mustard, a generous pinch of salt, and a tablespoon 
of maple syrup. Yum!  This salad dressing should be 
kept in the refrigerator.
The farmer allows walkers to cross the field for free, 
but the bull charges.
Til next time, Judy Finnegan

GRATITUDE to all Master Gardener Volunteers who 
helped make the 5th annual Plant Swap and Sale 
a SUCCESS! The smiles on the event volunteers 
(left to right are: Cynthia Nowka; Nancy Mahoney; 
Linda Butler; Janet Heater: Nancy Duffy; and Sonya 
Ryhal) reflect the food, friendship and fabulous time 
we had together. This May 28th “FRIEND-RAISER” 
helped educate, excite and engage the community 
in learning about the Clark County Master Gardener 
Volunteers and all we do! Although the event purpose 
is friend-raising, we did raise $504!!! 

SAVE THE DATE  for the 6th annual Plant Swap and 
Sale on May 27, 2023. 

Thanks and blessings, LInda Gatten Butler, Plant 
Swap and Sale Coordinator.

Linda Butler 
270 S Broadmoor Blvd 
Springfield, OH 45504 
937-408-6295 
linda1950@ameritceh.net

South Side in Bloom
Learn about the blossoming of new gardens 

and parks in South Springfield and enjoy a variety 
of festive activities during South Side in Bloom, a 
free tour on Saturday, July 30, from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

South Side in Bloom will feature nine places 
that have been revitalized or repurposed in recent 
years, including the Gammon House, Green 
Environmental Outreach, Hartman Rock Garden, 
Innisfallen Inspiration Garden, Jefferson Street 
Oasis, Keep Clark County Beautiful Sunflower 
Field, Melrose Acres Urban Agriculture Project, 
Promise Neighborhood Visioning Garden, and 
Woodward Avenue Family Park.

The tour includes various activities for visitors, 
including grilling of fresh vegetables, cooking 
and gardening lessons, children’s activities, free 
seeds, music, and more, including the simple 
pleasure of visiting spots of natural beauty in the 
urban environment.

A map of the tour, addresses of the featured 
places, and other information are available at the 
website southsideinbloom.com or on the tour’s 
Facebook page.

South Side in Bloom has been supported 
by several sponsors: City of Springfield, Clark 
County Solid Waste District, Clark County 
Combined Health District, Community Health 
Foundation, Turner Foundation, and Wilson 
Sheehan Foundation.
Steve Schlather
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The Jefferson Street Oasis  
Community Garden to host  

“Grilling Day and Tour”  
on July 30th

The JSO Community Vegetable Garden will be 
having their annual Grilling and Garden Event 
on Saturday, July 30th from 10:00 A.M – 2 
P.M.  JSO is in their 11th year and now has 85 
individual and family plots growing a wide variety 
of vegetables to help address food insecurity in 
Springfield.  These plots along with a pollinator 
garden, chicken pastures (140 heritage breed 
chickens), herb garden, poly house and children’s 
cottage and raised beds cover three (3) acres 
and is located at 1100 West Jefferson Street.  You 
can also park in the parking lot of the Children’s 
Rescue Center (CRC) at 1027 West High Street.

The event offers tours of the grounds, plus 
plenty of food and events for all ages.  There will 
be sweet corn on the grill along with a variety of 
vegetables prepared in numerous ways.  For the 
second year ‘chick poop bingo’ will be offered and 
the Springfield Museum of Art will display ‘Art in 
the Garden’.

Come hungry, plan to have fun, and see what 
we call the best kept secret in Springfield!

July 
Birthdays

3rd Connie Mitchell
7th Rita Dalton
11th Billie Pfeifer
13th Danielle Norden
15th Patricia McFarland
22nd Kathy Mark
30th George Simon II

Many MGVs came together to plant the annual 
beds between the Wingert Tossey Pavilion and the 
Clubhouse.

MGV Sandy Forstrom and Sue Ann Dill preping 
the area around the clubhouse for new perennial 
gardens.

MGV lined up resting in the cavity of the fallen 
sycamore tree. 
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Karen Bachman presents a program on Growing and 
using Herbs in the Garden of Eatin’ Garden.

MGV Ed Wozniak instructing some kids visiting the 
Victory Garden during a Thursday night Vegetable 
Gardening program.

Pictures from the Gardens and More.

Thursday night education program in the Early Ohio 
Settlers garden.

One of the new annual beds laid out and ready for 
new plants.

MGVs planting a beautiful arborvite shrub in one of 
the new perennial bed in front of the clubhouse.

Three big strong MGVs moving one of the sycamore 
limbs to be mulched.



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, 
Clark County, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937.398.7600. The Master Gardener 
Advisor is Pam Bennett. http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-
blooms-newsletters
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  For more informa-
tion, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Don’t Forget
July 6th and 13th

SPGA Garden Clean ups 
9:00 am to Noon

Hardworking MGV crew during the Great Sycamore 
Clean up.


