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Blades and Blooms
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Master Gardeners of Clark County
PO Box 158, Springfield, Ohio 45501-0158

Mark Your Calendar
9am-Noon  Mitchell Greenhouse cleaning

10 am - noon Docent Comte. at Heritage Center
1pm-3pm  Perennial Comte. Zoom meeting

8am-4pm MGV intern class
2 pm Entrance Comte. - Zoom

9am Annuals Comte. - Zoom
1pm-3pm  Docent Comte. meeting OSUE SCR

9:30 -10:30am Landscape with Nature OSUE LCR
5:30 - 7:30pm BOT meeting OSUE LCR

8am-4pm MGV intern class

7pm-9pm  Beekeeping Class - OSUE Lg. conf. rm.

9am-3pm  Beekeeping Class - OSUE Lg. conf. rm
2pm Entrance Comte. - Zoom
9am Annuals Comte. - Zoom
1pm-3pm  Plant Sale Comte. OSUE LCR
8am-4pm MGV intern class

Blades and Blooms articles due

2 pm Entrance Comte. - Zoom

9am Annuals Comte. - Zoom

8am-4pm MGV intern class

11 am Education Comte. meeting OSUE SCR
2pm Entrance Comte. - Zoom
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Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum Clubhouse
and Wingert Tossey Pavilion in the snow waiting for
Spring.
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Dear Fellow Master Gardeners,

As we move into February, our Clark County Master
Gardener calendar grows faster than weeds. Here
are some highlights of what we are working on:

*  Anew MGV Intern Class for 2022 starts on
Thursday, January 27th, supported by our
Intern Logistics Committee.

» Greenhouse work is beginning.

* Revision of our Policy and Procedures Manual
by George Simon and committee.

* MGV Docent Training underway.

» Education Committee is planning even more
Garden Education Programs for this summer.

* Plant Sale-a-Bration is gearing up for plant
sale purchases.

* IT Committee will be supporting your efforts to
learn Hands-on-Connect.

+ Beekeeping Classes beginning.
* Perennial Committee is planning and ordering.

» Early Ohio Settler’s Garden is getting a
Conestoga wagon!

* Planning is underway in all our garden
committees.

And, you thought we take the winter off! If you
would like to get involved with any of the above
activities, please contact the committee chair. And,
if you have the urge to plant stuff whenever possible,
check out my Winter Seed Sowing article later in this
newsletter. I'm challenging you to join me in my new
project!

Power to the Plants!
Deb Brugger
2022 President

Pam’s Posles

Welcome to 2022. Covid 19 the first week, no heat
for three days the second week, and the list goes on!
| thought that 2022 would be better than the previous
two! | keep telling myself that what doesn’t kill me
DOES make me stronger, right!

We successfully started our new MGV Intern
training last week and we are all excited about
the opportunity for new volunteers. It seems to
be a great group. We also have four MGV interns
taking the online training for the first time. We are
piloting this and will expand it if it's successful. As
of February 3, we will be allowing certified MGV
to attend the classes. We are having classes in
the Education Services Center in the NextEdge
Corporate Park, just past the Meadows Restaurant
on Route 40 and before Harmony. Rich will be
sending an email inviting all of you to the classes.
There is plenty of room for you to attend. Keep in
mind that we need you to sit in the back of the room
and avoid questions and interruptions of the class.
Remember this class is about our Interns and we
want them to have the best experience.

This class wouldn’t be possible if it weren't for the
Intern Training Team led by Connie Mitchell and Deb
Brugger. They have been helping Rich and | and we
couldn’t do it without them. Thanks ladies and the
rest of the team for your incredible organizational
skills. You are all appreciated.

Thanks to all who attended the State of the State
Meeting on Monday, January 24, 2022. If you have
any questions about this meeting, please contact
me. Rich will send the recording out to you all if you
weren'’t there.

Enjoy the rest of this winter and the seed
catalogues and new plant pictures that are rolling in.
There are also some really good books to read as
well. [ just finished John Cardina’s book on Live’s of
Weeds and | highly recommend it!

As always, | can never thank you enough for your
time and commitment to the Clark County OSU
Extension office and the MGV Program. THANKS!

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener
Volunteer Coordinator

Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension



RICH’S REMARKS

Wingert Tossey Pavilion, Springfield Foundation
Feature Garden, and SPGA site development:

Wingert Tossey Pavilion decorations were installed
by a small group of MGV (about 10 total), were well
received, and survived some high wind events.

Six Additional beds are planned for the area
between the Clubhouse and the Pavilion. Plans are
underway for designing and planting these for the
2022 season. The SFFG Annual subcommittee has
meetings underway to design and plant a high impact
annual display. The SPGA Perennial Committee
is meeting to plan, renovate, and expand the beds
surrounding the Clubhouse.

O’Heil Site Solutions completed installation of an
irrigation system for ALL the new beds in this area —
all 12 of them. After that installation was completed,
sod was installed and made an amazing great
difference. If you have not been to SPGA recently
(since before the holidays), you will hopefully enjoy
the changes!

James Wills, Springfield City Forester, and his
amazing crew provided and planted 40 balled and
burlapped trees throughout the area of the SPGA.
There are several different species and cultivars/
varieties. We tried to site them clustered together or
relatively close to establish some “grove” effects.

The Entrance Garden Design Committee has
meetings scheduled and is diligently exploring,
considering, developing a design for the Entrance
Garden.

Volunteer activities and events:

Monthly garden clean-up activities are “completed”
for the season but will re-activate as spring warms
and those pesky weeds emerge for another go
round. That said, if we have a period of warm, balmy
weather (relatively speaking), we just might have a
general call out for some edging and mulching of
those newly planted trees. Stay tuned and check the
calendar on the Clark County website for dates.

Many MGV committees are planning, scheduling,
and meeting in preparation for the approaching
season. | am pleased to see the acknowledgement
of overlap and need for coordination and cooperation
with and between projects that share space, impact,
aesthetics. Great job!

Transition to Salesforce/ Hands on Connect is
Rich’s Remarks cont. on pg.10

SNYDER PARK GARDENS AND
ARBORETUM COMMITTEE

The next quarterly meeting is scheduled for the
Large Conference room at the OSU Extension office
on February 9, 9:30 — 11:30 a.m. All garden chairs
are required to attend (or send a representative) and
anyone else who is interested in this Committee.

At this time, we will be reorganizing the following
subcommittees (if you are interested in these
subcommittees, please let Pam know at this
meeting): Donations Acceptance Policy, Signage,
Accessories (benches, etc.) and if there are more we
need to develop.

If you are planning on serving on this committee,
remember to sign up in Hands on Connect under
SPGA Planning Committee. When you complete
the meeting, you can go in to HoC and add your
hours for this meeting. Once you sign up for this
opportunity, you will find it under your OnGoing
opportunities. This is where you will see the SPGA
Planning Committee and will be able to log time
for the meeting. Under Activity/Feedback, enter
committee planning meeting. Any work that you
do for any committees or subcommittees that
aren'’t listed as an opportunity (signage, donations
acceptance committee, etc.) will be entered in this
category. | will show you how to do this at the end of
the meeting.

Pam

17%  Judith Fivnegowv

17%  Marty Harley
18%  FrawDawvidsow
22" CynthiavValente



COMMITTEE REPORTS

MITCHELL GREENHOUSE
COMMITTEE

We plan to start planting seeds the last Tuesday
of February or the first Tuesday of March. Watch for
emails about signup details for seeding. To date we
do not have any information about the All American
Selection (AAS) seeds for 2022.

Cleaning date is Tuesday, February 1st from 9 until
noon. Please join us at the Mitchell greenhouse
to clean and to get it ready for all of our 2022 All
American Selection seeds/plants.

Bring your own rubber gloves and hand weeding
tools. Kneeling pads might be needed too. There
may be weeds in the aisles that need to be cleaned
out. We have rags and scrub brushes.

If you have any questions, email Theresa Gregory,
mstgregy@woh.rr.com or send text to 937-206-7879.

Thanks,
Linda McCann, Rosalind Soles, Karen Parsons and
Theresa Gregory

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

The Education Committee will meet Thursday,
February 24, 2022 at 11 am in Small Conference
Room at OSU Extension.

Bring your thoughts and ideas!

Respectfully Submitted,
Deb Brugger, Marilyn Hinderer, and Connie Mitchell

DOCENT COMMITTEE

The Docent Committee will meet at the Heritage
Center to research boxes of Master Gardener
Volunteers memorabilia at 10 am on February 2,
2022.

The next Docent Committee will be Tuesday,
February 8, 2022 in SCR at OSU Extension office at
1pm. Please bring your ideas!

Respectfully submitted,
Connie Kersey and Connie Mitchell

FAIR FLOWER SHOW COMMITTEE

It may seem that Fair Week is a long time away, but
a lot of preparation is happening.

The Fair schedule is being revised. Flower
classifications are being consolidated and new ones
added to accommodate other flowers that bloom
during fair time.

Co-chair Mariannne Ober is furiously typing the
schedule and also coming up with great ideas to
advertise SPGA.

We are adding Artistic Design Classification and
rules to cover them. It has been a long time since
those beautiful designs were included and we are
trying to return the show to its original purpose and
glorious creations. Any one interested in helping
to lead this effort is welcome. All Master Gardener
Volunteers are encouraged to enter their creation,
especially those who attended Judge Barbara Myers
triangle design class last fall, to WOW the judge. We
all had a lot of fun and our imaginations can spring
into gear!

Fair theme this year is Christmas in July! Keep that
in mind when planting your gardens this spring and
you will come up with great ideas! Keep the date
April 9 open on your calendar for a Fairy Garden
Class taught by our Judge Barbara Myers.

ATTENTION NEW INTERNS: Sign up for Fair
Flower Show Project and receive needed service
hours and have FUN!

Co-chairs: Jani Malowney and Marianne Ober

“Like us, Master Gardener
Volunteers posts, on Facebook
so all your Facebook friends
can spread the wonderful and
beautiful things happening at
SPGA.”

Thanks!




LANDSCAPE WITH NATURE
COMMITTEE

Continuing with the thinking of my fellow co-chair
Tom Davidson, | praise Douglas W. Tallamy. | praise
him for his concepts of Bringing Nature Home,

a book all of us gardeners should read. Now |
was lucky to borrow Janet Hannel’s Tallamy book
Nature’s Best Hope, and she provided me with
an orange marker to highlight all the important
parts. That was hard to do since the whole book is
important.

Our existence depends on every gardener working
on a small or large plot to plant native plants in their
beds. Our planet needs flowering plants, and bees
and caterpillars. We can bring pollinators to the
garden by planting the correct host plant: food for
their survival.

This requires some research. Hackberry trees are
a favorite of wildlife-both the sugar berry and the
desert hackberry draw a variety of birds, including
towhees, woodpeckers, mockingbirds and cedar
waxwings. Goldenrod and Virginia Creeper draw our
bees and milkweed keeps our beautiful monarchs
flying.

Please attend our meeting Feb. 9, 9:30am-10:30am
in the large conference room, OSU Extension office
and help our co-chair Donna Meister plan for new
milkweed types in the new Butterfly Garden, co-chair
Tom Davidson add new exhibits to Bee Haven, and
help me, Jani Malowney plan and plant our new
backyard demonstration garden with only native
plants, and there are many more projects to plan and
plant to Bring Nature Home.

| can’t forget an important project: Planting a
no-mow demonstration lawn (Clover-All-Over)
which is a pet project of Doug Tallamy and Janet
Hannel. Maybe Fred Miller would be able to help us
with this project.

We all need to go to website: Homegrown
NATIONAL PARK and register to show we are
helping regenerate habitat where we live and
work and are willing to restore Biodiversity and the
Ecosystem Function.

Website: bonap.org will give information on the
best native plants to place in our land area. Another
good website is nwf.org/nativeplantfinder

Jani Malowney - LWN Committee Co-Chair

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

Dear MGV,

Well, what do you do in the winter when you can’t
go outside? Why of course you plan and design
gardens for the upcoming spring. And that is exactly
what the perennial committee is doing. We have
been planning and designing the garden beds around
the clubhouse with the installation beginning this
spring.

We have formed subcommittees that are hard
at work with planning/design, plant selection and
container selections. We will also combine our efforts
with the annuals subcommittee to keep a consistent
look throughout the rest of the gardens.

We are excited about this new project and know the
impact that will have in the SPGA gardens. If anyone
is interested in helping with this project, there is still
time to lend a hand.

Respectfully,
Jerri Taylor, Marilyn Hinderer, Sandy Forstrum
& Ann Doane

Pictures
of parts of
the SPGA
: i Clubhouse
i g : area where
/ new garden
| beds will go in
this Spring.




January Gardening Ideas

It's finally here! Yes, winter arrived with a small
vengeance, and for those of us who actually love
snow, there was much celebration! So, what does
a gardener do with all that time during the winter?
Have you read every book on your shelf, and you’re
tired of playing scrabble? Then, maybe you need a
shot-in-the-arm of January gardening ideas! Here
are just a few from one of my favorite idea sources,
The Gingham Gardener:

1. Plant an indoor herb garden

o

Work on your garden journal

w

Make a DIY garden project like hand
painted plant stakes

Paint or whitewash some clay pots
Plant an Amaryllis bulb

o a &

Propagate your succulents
7. Winter seed sowing

I’'m going to take you on a new journey with me and
report back each month on my progress. Won't you
join me? Ready, set, sow! Yes, I've always wanted
to try this so let’s do it.

Winter seed sowing is getting an early start on
the growing season by making your own little
greenhouses. If you're skeptical like | was, | got this
idea from a friend who lives in the Minneapolis area,
so it can be accomplished in Northern climates.

Supplies:

» Several clean, plastic, gallon-sized milk
jugs or water jugs. Just keep in mind that
your containers should be at least 4 or 5
inches deep and the top of the containers
should be somewhat transparent, so the sun
can shine through.

* Potting mix — Basically you want a good soil
that is light and drains well.

e Seeds - I'm trying Botanical Interests Seeds.

* A marker that won’t fade- I’'m going to use a
black paint marker.

* Plant tags
» Clear packing tape
* Asharp knife or scissors

e Sowing Chart —this will let us keep track
and can be added to your journal for future
reference

Steps:

1. Cut the gallon jugs around the middle neatly
on three sides, leaving 5 or 6 inches on the
bottom. Discard the caps.

2. Poke some (big enough to not close over)
drainage holes in the bottom of your
container.

3. Fill your containers with 3 — 4 inches of soil.
Tamp it down gently to fill in air pockets.
Water the soil to get it fairly moist but not
soggy. At this point make sure the drainage
holes in the bottom of your containers are
working.

4. Plant your seeds according to the directions
on the packet.

5. After your seeds are covered, give them a
light sprinkling of water (I'm using a spray
bottle).

6. Write the name of your seeds on the
container. | also put a plant tag inside the
container.

7. Next, tape the lid or top of the jug to the
bottom. You want your seedling to get
watered from rain and snow. Also, in the
spring the holes will serve for ventilation.
Instant greenhouse!

8. Place your container(s) outdoors. Select a
spot where your little greenhouses are safe
from wind and animals, but be sure they are
exposed to the elements. They need moisture
from snow and rain. Some seeds like
perennials need a period of freeze and thaw
(called cold stratification). | put my containers
on the patio where | can see the containers
and watch them in the spring.

Now all that’s left is waiting for nature to do its
magic. Really we’re supposed to ignore those little
containers for the rest of winter. Resist the urge to
meddle with Mother Nature!

Progress reports to come. Happy Winter
gardening, everyone!

Power to the Plants!
Deb Brugger



Gatherings about Gardens

Feet, Furlongs and Flamingos by Becky
Rupp, excerpted from GreenPrints Winter
2021

How much Snow? If there’s any measure
most prone to exaggeration, inaccuracy
and anecdote, it may be depth of snow—
possibly only topped by size of fish.

In Madison, Wisconsin, a city whose official bird is
the pink plastic flamingo, snow depth is commonly
calculated in flamingos. A half-flamingo snowfall,
for example, which buries the average yard bird up
to its tummy, is about a foot and a half deep; a full
flamingo, which buries it up to its little pink head,
measures about three feet.

The National Weather Service (NWS), less
romantically, routinely reports snow depth in
unadorned inches and feet, a unit of measure
originally based on British imperial measures (first
standardized in 1100, based on the foot of Henry
I, measured while encased in Henry’s boot). The
British then opted for the furlong—originally furrow-
long—was the average length of a plowed furrow in
an English medieval field, presumably based on the
stretch a team of oxen could plow before pausing to
take a breather. It's equal to about 660 feet, which
explains our current-day ungainly 5,280-foot mile.
Queen Elizabeth | thought it would be nice to have
an eight-furlong mile. To this day, every American
mile harks back to some medieval peasant planting
barley.

And then there’s Gunter’s chain. In 1620 Gunter, an
English mathematician invented a handy surveyor’s
tool—a 100-link chain that measured exactly 66
feet, or one-tenth of a furlong. Pioneer fences were
measured in chains, and the awkward American acre
of 43,560 square feet (10 square chains) is, at heart,
all the fault of furrows and exhausted medieval oxen.
Measurement, in other words, traditionally had a lot
to do with people planting stuff.

So—how much snow? The NWS uses a
device called a snow board for their professional
measurements, a board set flat on the ground.
Recommended snow-board technique is to measure
every six hours, sweeping the board clean between
samples. This prevents too much snow from
accumulating, settling, and compacting, which makes
it look like there’s less snow than there actually was,
which is a big deal if you're planning to boast about
the awfulness of your blizzard.

Teachers and kids alike get a thrill out
of unexpected snow days, and almost
everybody loves a white Christmas. On
the negative side are treacherous roads
and a lot of back-breaking shoveling,
plus—face it—the stuff is really cold! But
look at it from the garden’s point of view.

5

3 A hefty blanket of snow acts as a cozy
o insulator, protecting buried roots from
the worst of freezing temperatures; and snow—
traditionally nicknamed the “poor man’s fertilizer—
carries with it a useful dose of nitrogen, an element
essential for plant growth. In other words, don’t
despair. No matter how frightful the Winter weather,
snow—whether it falls on your ground in inches,
feet, or flamingos—is the beginning of next Spring’s
garden.

“Every gardener knows under the cloak of winter
lies a miracle—a seed waiting to sprout, a bulb
opening to light, a bud straining to unfurl. And the
anticipation nurtures our dream.” Barbara Winkler,
American author and editor.

February Contentment
by Louise Pugh Corder

February’s a respite
From Winter’'s normal pace.
The local world is snowbound.
Earth wears a frozen face.

Small seeds sleep under blankets
Of softest eiderdown.
Each evergreen is well-wrapped
In lacy shawl and gown.

Inside we pull our armchairs
Close to the fire’s red gleam.
We share our treasured memories,
Plan Summer’s garden, dream.

Though all outside is icy,
Inside there’s warm content,
A gratitude for loved ones,
And peace that’s heaven sent.

Gatherings about Gardens cont. on pg.10



Backyard News

Here we are in deep winter. Outside it's January
cold. To the non-gardener, this might seem like a
non-gardening month, but to those of us in the know,
we know that gardening begins now. We may not be
digging and planting, but we sure are planning and
preparing!

| kicked off my plant orders on January 17th. That
was the first day of the Warren County Soil and Water
Conservation District Tree Sale (www.warrenswcd.
com/tree-sale.html). The sale runs until March 14th,
or while supplies last. | love this sale because they
offer many native trees and shrubs. They are bare
root stock and you get five to a package for $8 to
$12 per package. These are baby trees, about one to
two feet tall. But baby trees grow into big trees, and
I've been so pleased with how strong and healthy
they have been in past orders. | got three packages
this year. That'’s five Nannyberry bushes (Viburnum
lentago), five American Sycamore trees (Plantanus
occidentalis), and five White Pine trees (Pinus
strobus). | can’t wait to see what these beauties will
do. A word of warning about this sale: these plants
go fast. I've learned to watch for this sale in early
January and jump on it as soon as it opens. The
plants are wonderful, and they are in high demand.

There are a few other sales coming up that are
important for native plant lovers. Aullwood Audubon
has a fabulous native plant sale that starts around
March. | keep an eye out for the date by watching
their website at aullwood.audubon.org. They offer
a huge assortment of native plants for around $5
each. They also offer some trees and shrubs that
can run from $12 to $35. | first ordered from them
in 2020. That year they delivered plants because
of Covid. | was disappointed in the small size of
the plants, but wow, did those things grow. | now
have a lot of Common Milkweed and Sullivant’s
Milkweed in my yard, and some lovely Black-eyed
Susans (Rudbeckia hirta) and Hairy Beardstongue
(Penstemon hirsutus).

And who could forget the MEEC (Marianist
Environmental Education Center) sale in late June?
They, too, have a large selection of native plants
for our purchasing pleasure. Some of my favorites
last year were Elderberry bush, Joe Pye weed and
Buttonbush. They actually had three varieties of Joe
Pye weed! There sale is in late June, so keep your
eyes and ears open, and watch for it on meec.center.

And don’t forget Charlie Greene, fellow member of
the 2020 Master Gardener class. This year, he will
be selling native plants at various farmer’s markets
and festivals. He, too, has a great selection, and

will be selling under the Tadmor Greenes logo. He
sells these plants to raise money for the Beverly

K Greenehouse at the Dayton Foodbank. The
greenhouse provides hydroponic greens for the food
insecure. Keep an eye out for Charlie as you travel
the farmer’s markets and festivals!

This is only the beginning, folks! Happy Gardening!
Susan Miller

B Lobelia siphilitica Penstemon hirsutus
g% Great Blue Lobelia | Hairy Beardtongue
Bluc, 1-3 feet, = Purple, 1-2 feet,
blooms Aug-Sept g 8 blooms May-June
7 R N, M ] el o7 ™ N o

canescens
Leadplant

Oenothera pilosells
Meadow Evening Primrose

Purple, 1-3 feer, Yellow, 1 foor,
blooms June-July blooms June-July
w oL Vi w
Ceagothus americanus ! Alfium cernuum
New Jersey Tea " HNodding Onion
White, 1-3 feet, ‘i‘ Pink, 1-2 feer,
blooms June-July = blooms Jane-Aug
N - % -
Heliopsis helianthoides Sifphium terebinthinaceom|
Oxeye or False Sunflower| Prairie Dock
Yellow, 3-5 feer, Yellow, 5-10 feet,
) blooms July-Sept blooms July-Sept
v - o W\

D

PRAIRIE

- Liarris squarrosa Heleaium sutumaale
= 7L . Scaly Blazing Star o - Autumn Sneczeweed
Purple, 1-2 feet, g J‘!.‘w’f_ . Yellow, 3-5 feet,
8 blooms Aug-Sept G| % blooms Sepr-Orct
-y 2| p

The 2020 Aullwood Audubon Catalog is still available
for viewing on the internet. It's a great way to while
away a cold afternoon. You can find it here: Aull-
wood Audubon Native Plant Sale 2020 Catalog

HOLLOW-STEMMED JOE-PYE WEED FACW. 6

Eutrochium fistulosum

Full sun-part shade, Mesic-wet

Flowers July-Sept., 4-8 ft. tall, 3 ft. spread
A large perennial with 10" long whorled leaves on dark red-
- purple stalks adds a dramatic focal peoint in native
ndscapes. Large doomed pinkish-purple flower heads
a}‘ attract pollinators of all sorts in mid-late summer. Great in
8 combination with ironweed.

SPOTTED JOE-PYE WEED

Eutrochium maculatum

FACW, 6

Full sun-part shade, Mesic-wet
Flowers July-Sept., 3-6 ft. tall, 2 ft. spread
Whorls of coarse, toothed leaves add texture, and grand
umbrels of pink flowers are irresistable to butterflies.
Perfect for rain gardens, stream banks or pond plantings.

PURPLE JOE-PYE WEED FAC,5

Eutrochium purpureum
. Part-full shade, Dry-mesic
Flowers July-Sept., 4-6 ft. tall, 2 ft. spread
Great for architectural height in your native plant garden.
Showy and fragrant purple flower heads attract butterflies,
.. and attractive seed heads persist into winter. Ideal for
*# woodland edges. Also called Sweet Joe-Pye Weed.

MEEC has last year’s catalog online for your viewing
pleasure. It's a great way to plant for 2022!

You can find it by doing a Google search on: meec.
center 2021 Native Plant catalog
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by Wendy May

Linda McCann

An Associate Degree in graphic design
prepared Linda McCann for her role as the
Blades & Blooms key designer. Along with
editors Susan Smith and Jo Brown, she skillfully
prepares the monthly publication for both
print and digital transmission. After retiring in
2011 from her professional design work with a
Dayton based company, Linda opted to pursue
her interest in MGV training. She found her
appreciation for gardening, instilled by her father,
strengthened by attending Jubilee and Garden
Fling events well before she became a member
of the Class of 2012.

HANDS ON CONNECT UPDATE

There are three crucial things that you all need
to do before February 4, 2022. If you have already
done all three — yea and good for you! And thanks!

First, go to Hands on Connect and create an
account. https://osu.handsonconnect.org/

Click under Potential Volunteers (tab at the top).
Follow the steps to create an account.

Second, once you have created an account, log in
and recertify for 2022 (or resign, inactive, etc.) so that
we know your status for this year. Click on Current
Volunteers (tab at the top) and click on Volunteer
Home. You will see the button for Recertify right
at the top of the page. Click on this and follow the
steps.

Third, scroll down on the Volunteer Home page
until you see the button for Search Projects. Click on
this. Scroll down until you see 2021 MGV Continuing
Ed Hour and 2021 MGV Service Hours. These are
opportunities (formerly projects) that you need to
sign up for in order to enter your cumulative hours for
2021. PLEASE DO THIS ASAP! WE NEED YOUR
NUMBERS.

Click on each of these and then click on

Researching and
compiling growing
information for
annual trial plants
for the greenhouse
committee has
been particularly
rewarding for
Linda. In addition,
this year she is assisting the perennial committee
as they investigate selections for the soon-to-be
renovated SPGA Clubhouse gardens.

Knitting is a passion seen many times in the
exquisite shawls, jackets, scarves, and other
handmade items Linda so expertly creates. An
informal knitting group which meets at Panera
Bread every Wednesday evening gives her a
chance to share her creativity with others.

Linda’s advice to our newest members, “Soak
up as much information as you can, but don’t
be discouraged that you don’t remember it all.”
She relates that it will “sink in” during hands-on
sessions when working alongside other skilled
MGVs.

the Express Interest button. This will sign
you up for this opportunity. Once you have
signed up for the opportunity, go back to the
Volunteer Home page and scroll down to My
Ongoing Opportunities. You should see both
of these opportunities listed above (after you
have expressed interest in them) on that
page. You will also see a button for Log
Time and one for Remove Me (only use this
if you don’t want to be involved with this opportunity
(project). Click on Log Time and follow the steps.
When it comes to adding time, you will only be able
to enter your cumulative hours on one day, any day,
but be sure to pick a day in 2021! Enter your hours,
enter whatever you want under Activity/Feedback
and leave the Contacts as 0. Hit submit and go back
to volunteer home and they will show up under last
year’s hours.

You can enter your hours into each opportunity
by following this same process and signing up for
each individual opportunity (project). If you have
questions, contact Rich. We have a team of people
who are helping everyone get signed up!

AND AGAIN, PLEASE DO THIS BEFORE FEB. 4TH!
Thanks. Pam



Rich’s Remarks cont. from pg.3

still in process. Training and instruction are on the
horizon. We have several MGVs that expressed
interest in helping train the masses. We are planning
to begin this soon — those interested will receive
information on dates and times to meet to plan the
program. | am receiving calls from many regarding
questions about recording hours for 2021 and
recertification. Remember that for 2021, MGV in
Clark County are requested to record the “lump sum”
of their CE and then the “lump sum” of their service
hours and not try to separate them into reporting
individual events. We are assembling our IT mentor/
tutor team to assist all of us in developing our skills
with this system. | hope to have a plan by “next week”
.... stay tuned....

Please remember to “recertify” also. This has been
tricky for some, if you have difficulty, please do not
hesitate to call, or email me and | will either have an
answer or be able to refer you to good assistance

AND - training classes for the 2022 MGV Intern
class are scheduled to begin Thursday, January 27.
Stay tuned for updates and revisions. Also, we will
be compiling a list of mentors/mentees so if any of
our current MGV are interested in committing the
time and attention to help raising this new group,
please let us know. Deb Brugger and Connie
Mitchell have been so very invaluable with assisting
the launch of this group. Interviews are nearly
complete, and we have a great group of new talent
coming on board! The most prized and treasured
MGV Training Manuals arrived as | write this article
so they will be able to study up and be prepared
for that first session. At this writing we are trying to
accommodate all policies, restrictions and directives
concerning the most recent COVID pandemic
information. Part of that will involve a reduction in
the ability of our (re)certified MGV from attending
the classes for CE credit and getting to know the
new class. | will send regular/weekly updates as
we navigate this frontier to accommodate current
restrictions and exemptions and still maintain the very
important face to face component of the program.

We have a great (and busy) season ahead; but with
lots of new, albeit “green”, talent! This great TEAM
will grow bigger and better! Thank you for letting me
a part of it!

——-Rich---
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Gatherings about Gardens cont. from pg.3
TERRIBLE GARDEN JOKES

Did you hear about the gardener who went crazy?
He was hearing voices in his shed.

I want to tell you about a girl who only eats
plants. But you’ve probably heard of herbivore.

I think | saw Michael J. Fox at the garden center
yesterday. It might not have been him though, he
had his back to the fuchsia.

Til next time, Judy Finnegan

e 6 ¢ 6 6 6 o o o o o o o o o o
Greetings Interns!

We are looking forward to seeing you all at
our first day of CLASS. Due to the rather fluid
COVID situation and changing restrictions,
exemptions, cautions, etc. we have a change
in location for our class. Please see the
notice below for the address and some basic
directions.

***Remember our first class is Thursday,
1/27 at the Clark County Educational
Service Center, 4170 Allium Ct,
Springfield, OH 45505. This is about 5
minutes east from our office where you
interviewed, travelling east on 40, passed
Walmart, passed the drive-in, just passed
Meadows Restaurant, on the right side

of the road you will see the sign. Please
arrive about 8:30 to allow everyone to
settle in and have a little time for some
introductory socializing.***

Also, please remember to pay your fees
and pick up your Training Manuals at the
office. You need to read that first chapter
so you can ask all of the tough questions
of our speaker! If you have any questions,
comments, issues, etc. please let me know at
the contact info below. We can and will figure
it out!

And remember if it seems too tough to
solve....Romaine calm, and Carrot on!!!

See you soon!
---Rich---



OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

——.»#-——-—a

BASIC BEEKEEPING
Presented by : Master Gardeners of Clark County (MGV CE Credits = 7hrs)

.

Fran Davidson with award winning honey Tom Davidson demonstrating hive insulation

Join Fran and Tom Davidson for a 7 hour course about the amazing hobby/ business of
beekeeping. The multi media course is a fascinating exploration of honeybee biology and the
challenging relationship between the honeybee and the modern beekeeper. The course is
designed for beginning beekeepers to successfully install and raise bees the first year and
beyond. Tom and Fran are certified Master Gardeners and UFIFAS certified Advanced
Beekeepers. They maintain 50 bee colonies in Clark county and have operated ‘Golden Queen
Honey” as a successful local beekeeping operation for 13 years.

Class offered Friday evening Feb 11 and Sat Feb 12 2022

Classroom size and Health precautions Will follow Federal, State and Local Guidelines.
Registration Checks will be returned if received after class capacity is reached.

Bring or locally buy your own Lunch Saturday ( 1 hour break outside classroom)
Where: Ohio State University Extension, Clark County Office
3130 East Main Street, Springfield, OH 45505
Cost : $40 per person with textbook: “Bee-Sentials” by Connor & Muir.
$25 W/O textbook (includes comprehensive notebook)
Register by February 9 : Complete application & return with check to :

MASTER GARDENERS OF CLARK COUNTY, P.O. Box 158, Springfield, OH 45501
Attn Beekeeping (Check payable to Master Gardeners of Clark County)

Course Friday 11 January 2022 6:30-8:30PM & Saturday 12 Jan 2022 9AM-3PM

Name: S
Name: S
Address

EMail @ Phone

Questions (Tom) 937 271 4023 or (Fran) 937 609 0956 web: steady72@aol.com
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Ohio State University Extension

Clark County

3130 East Main Street

Springfield, OH 45505

www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension,
Clark County, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937.398.7600. The Master Gardener
Advisor is Pam Bennett. http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-
blooms-newsletters

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.



