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MGVs at Franklin Park Conservatory 
and Gardens for their Conservatory 
Aglow Celebration.

On December 3rd a magical 
Yuletide Celebration put on by the 
National Trail Parks and Recreation 
in Snyder Park Gardens and 
Arboretum and the Wingert Tossey 
Pavilion.

Mark Your Calendar
4 10 am - Noon Perennial Comm. Lg. conf. rm?
10 2 pm Entrance Comm. - Zoom
11 9 am Annuals Comm. - Zoom 
12 4 pm - 5 pm LWN Comm. Sm. conf. rm. 
 5 pm CEU program 
 5:30 - 8:00 pm General Meeting - Lg. conf. rm.
14 7 pm - 9 pm Beekeeping Class - Lg. conf. rm.
15 9 am - 3 pm Beekeeping Class - Lg. conf. rm
17 2 pm Entrance Comm. - Zoom
18 9 am Annuals Comm. - Zoom  
 1 pm New MGV Class logistics -  
  Sm conf. rm.
19 1 pm - 3 pm Garden & Plant Celeb. - Lg. conf. rm.
20 8 am - noon Greenhouse training - Lg. conf. rm 
  B&B reports due
21 1 pm - 3 pm Policy & Proceed Comm - Sm. conf. rm.
24 2 pm Entrance Comm. - Zoom
25 9 am Annuals Comm. - Zoom
26 11 am - 1 pm Education Comm. - Sm conf. rm
27 8 am - 4 pm MGV Intern Class 2022 begins -  
  Lg. conf. rm.
28 10 am - Noon Garden of Eatin’ - Sm. conf. rm.
31 2 pm Entrance Comm. - Zoom
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President’s Corner
Dear Fellow Master Gardener Volunteers,

Welcome to the new year, 2022!  Wasn’t 2021 quite 
a year?  We tackled so many projects, and despite 
a continuing pandemic, lack of staff and some huge 
projects, we were successful because we have the 
best group of volunteers anywhere!  I can’t thank all 
of you enough.  

Yes, it was a busy year, indeed.  The Wingert 
Tossey Pavilion Dedication, lots of new concrete, new 
gardens, expanded gardens, Education programs, 
another successful SPGA Jubilee, and the endless 
weeding, just to name a few.  As your new President, 
if I can do even half the job Connie Mitchell did in 
2021, we will  accomplish much.  So many thanks to 
Connie for her incredible leadership during such a 
difficult year!  And, does anyone else wonder if Rich 
Pearson has a clone or two?  He was everywhere at 
all times, and worked above and beyond each day.  

Huge thanks to Sue Ann Dill, Donna Myers, and 
Kathy Mark for their service and leadership on the 
Board of Trustees this last year, and congratulations 
to our newest Board members, Judy Finnegan, Linda 
Asebrook and Karen Titone.

So much is being planned already for 2022, 
and you are the backbone of these plans.  Some 
highlights of upcoming events for this year are: a new 
intern class, docent training, signage for the garden, 
irrigation, expanded Garden Education programs, 
Hands On Connect training, and much, much more.  
Stay tuned for more details!  

I hope you are as excited as I am about watching 
us grow this beautiful SPGA, so let’s continue our 
spirit of volunteerism and spread the word about the 
little gem that we have right here in Clark County, 
OH.  
Power to the Plants! 
Deb Brugger- President 

  

Pam’s Posies
Dear Master Gardeners of Clark County,

What a year we had in 2021!  Happy New Year 
and I can only hope that 2022 goes nowhere but 
up!  We need an up year, right!  Despite the personal 
challenges that I had this past year, I have had such 
great support from all of you, especially several 
board members and a few others.  I truly appreciate 
you – you know who you are.  Thanks for the kind 
words, cards, texts, phone calls, and more.  You are 
all a truly incredible group of amazing people. I am 
so fortunate to have a job that allows me to work with 
such wonderful, community-minded people.

Big plans for 2022 include finishing up some of 
our “unfinished” business such as the Springfield 
Foundation Feature Garden, the entrance garden, 
deciding about the location of the Cultivar Trials, 
and much more.  Right before Christmas, James 
Wills and the City of Springfield Urban Forestry crew 
planted over 50 new trees in Snyder Park Gardens 
and Arboretum!  We are so fortunate to have great 
partners in this project.

Looking forward to 2022, we are going to finalize 
the Donation Acceptance Policy, the signage policy 
and install directional signage, garden names, and 
plant signage, accessories (benches, etc.), and 
much more.  Watch for a slew of meetings to come in 
January and February on all of this.

Congratulations to our new Board of Trustee 
members – we welcome you with open arms.  I am 
also thrilled for all the educational programs that 
many of our committees have planned for 2022.  We 
are hitting our mission of educating the public!

And of course the highlight of 2022 is the new 
Intern class!  It’s always exciting to train a group of 
new volunteers!  I can’t wait to meet them all.

Best wishes to you and your family for a very 
prosperous 2022.  I am so fortunate to continue 
working with such passionate people.

Sincerely, 
Pam 

Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

Lights at Franklin Park 
Conservatory and 

Gardens Conservatory 
Aglow Celebration.
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RICH’S REMARKS
Wingert Tossey Pavilion and Springfield 
Foundation Feature Garden 

Holiday decorations including 8 swags and 
approximately 150 ft of evergreen roping with tiny 
white lights were installed on the Pavilion Monday, 
November 29 by MGVs.  Recent high winds tried to 
play with the evergreen roping but 2 of our amazing 
MGV Elves, Dennis Latimer and Mark Finnegan, 
were on it (or at least a ladder) and got things 
resecured.

Additional beds – 2, one on each side - are 
planned for the junction with the concrete plaza 
of the east/west 10 ft. walk joining the Clubhouse 
with the Pavilion. Four additional beds are planned 
for either side of that walk between the concrete 
pad and the Pavilion with plans to also plant some 
small – medium size range shade trees and add a 
spectacular seasonal annual display.  I know, it is 
rather difficult to translate that, but a visit to the site 
will clear things up and provide an opportunity to 
see the Pavilion and other projects heading for rapid 
completion.

The SFFG Annual subcommittee has reconvened 
and scheduled regular meetings to work with the 
Design subcommittee to develop and implement a 
seasonal “WOW” factor planting beginning 2022 in 
the aforementioned beds. They are also working with 
the SFFG Perennial subcommittee to coordinate 
display elements. 

The SPGA Perennial Committee is developing 
a great plan of renovation of the Clematis arbor 
and continuous beds around the west side of 
the Clubhouse. Multiple committee meetings are 
scheduled or in process for planning of upcoming 
design and planting events. 

Irrigation system - O’Heil Site Solutions is 
currently working on installation of an irrigation 
system for all the previously mentioned beds.  We 
are working to coordinate and not conflict or interfere 
with the NTPRD Holiday displays and programs.  
The irrigation installation was scheduled to begin 
Saturday, 12/11, but weather delayed that until this 
past Monday 12/13.  At this writing, installation will 
likely finish today, 12/15 with site prep for the sod to 
begin immediately.

Sod - Installation is planned for the area defined by 

Rich’s Remarks  cont. on pg.10

4th Jody Frisby
8th Diane Catenacci
8th Pam Thullen
8th Vicky Ross
16th Susan Kogler
17th Mary Ellen Martin
26th Fabenne Brandenburg
26th Eydie Cox
26th Fred Miller
26th Lola Walston

Thoughts and Prayers

Our sympathies to Rita and 
Denise Dalton on the passing of 
husband and father and long-
time MGV, Denny Dalton.  The 
family has elected not to have a 
gathering at this time.
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Committee Reports
HolIdAy SwAg PRojECt/ 
CAnCER CEntER

Over 45 MGVs shared their time and talent to 
provide 136 holiday door swags for patients at the 
Mercy Health Springfield Regional Cancer Center 
and our generous donors. Pam Bennett started the 
greenery cutting day off with a short CEU on greenery 
identification with tips on proper pruning techniques. 
This was followed by a hot dog roast and s’more lunch 
hosted by the Bennett’s. The group separated among 
three sites thanks to the Bennett’s, Hatfield’s, and 
Parson’s to cut an abundant supply of greenery. 

Swag assembly day was held at a new location which 
was secured by Mark and Judy Finnegan through Tina 
Lagos. The free of charge, spacious facility allowed 
40 volunteers to work throughout the day to not only 
meet our target number, but to also make a swag for 
themselves, a family member, or friend. Once again 
Woeber’s Mustard Manufacturing Company provided 
boxes, bags, and a van for transport of the swags to 
the cancer center thanks to the Finnegans. 

The second Thursday of December a small group 
of our members were allowed to distribute the swags 
at the cancer center to grateful patients. Again, tears 
were shed as patients expressed their gratitude for the 
beautiful decorations. 

Thank you to those who transported greenery and 
supplies and set up the venue in less than 80 minutes. 
Thank you to those who helped at the workdays, to 
those who provided greenery, to those who cleaned 
up after the assembly day, to those who interacted 
with the cancer center patients, to those whose sweet 
laughter during the workdays reflected the holiday 
spirit, and to those who shared their amazing talent in 
creating lovely swags for individuals and families who 
are in a difficult place during this time of year.

This could not have been possible without the 
donations of so many generous members. We know 
there are some who are not able to come to the 
scheduled events but have supported this effort with 
their donations. Thank you. You are the quiet, behind 
the scenes players.

A special thank you is extended to Sue Ann Dill 
who is stepping down as co-chair to pursue other 
MGV opportunities. She has been an amazing team 
member who has already secured her replacement, 
Karen Titone. Karen has worked closely with the 
Holiday Swag team for several years. Welcome 
Karen.
Wendy May and Sue Ann Dill

EdUCAtIon CoMMIttEE
The Education Committee will meet on Thursday 
January 27, 2022 @ 11 am in the Small 
Conference Room at the OSU Extension Clark 
County Office. Please bring ideas for the Garden 
Educational classes for the Summer.
How is the Education Committee planning to 
work in conjunction with New Docent Committee, 
SPGA, and the New Interns?? Are we having 
music in the Pavillion? Yoga in the Wingert 
Tossey Pavilion? Inquiring minds want to know. 
Come join us!
Deb Brugger, Marilyn Hinderer, Connie Mitchell

Supplies needed for Holiday Swag Project - 
Bring to January general meeting or hold until next 
fall

•	 Chenille stems (Pipe Cleaners) white, red, 
green

•	 Wired ribbon only, please: red; holiday 
patterns; blue

•	 Ornaments of various sizes and colors
•	 Bells

doCEnt CoMMIttEE
We will meet at the Heritage Center in 

downtown Springfield on Thursday January 
6, 2022 @ 10 am to research boxes of saved 
information about Snyder Park and Master 
Gardener Volunteers in Clark County. Please 
come join us for a new history adventure! After 
our 1st history lesson, we can lunch at COhatch 
if you wish. 

The 1st actual meeting is Tuesday January 
11, 2022 in the Large Conference Room at OSU 
Extension office @ 1pm. We will create our plan 
to make the Docent Program the BEST in Ohio.

Please let us know if you are interested in 
going to the Heritage Center or joining the 
Committee.  Conrn73@aol.com or 937-536-5004
Co Chairs, 
Connie Kersey and Connie Mitchell
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lAndSCAPE wItH nAtURE 
CoMMIttEE 

Douglas W. Tallamy is a major author advocating 
back to nature landscaping concepts that influence 
the goals of LWN volunteers. Imagine my delight 
upon discovering an autographed copy of Doug 
Tallamy’s book ‘Bringing nature Home’ on our 
bookshelf. The inscription inside reads:to Fran: 
“garden as if life depended on it! Best wishes 
doug tallamy 3/26/10.”  Ironically the book 
remained unread until I read it over three days this 
week!

Fortunately our LWN projects are closely aligned 
with Doug’s urging to use native plants in our 
landscapes to slow the decline or demise of birds, 
insects and other wildlife that were abundant in our 
childhood. Our holding area for butterfly garden 
planting includes many native plants to provide food 
for pollinators and host plants for raising young.  It 
is rewarding that LWN earned official designation as 
a Monarch Waystation in our first year of planting.  
Thanks to Donna Meister for obtaining the award and 
her research into how we can aid Monarch migration. 
The Bee Haven Garden was very successful in 
attracting honeybees, native bees, butterflies, moths, 
flies and other pollinators. Many similar projects 
are possible under the LWN concept depending on 
Master Gardener Volunteer interest. 

Some projects you might enjoy leading or 
completing include:
a. Designing and planting a spectacular Butterfly 

Buffet.
b. Adding native bee (Mason, Bumble, Leaf Cutter) 

exhibits to Bee Haven.
c. Planting a backyard demonstration garden with 

just native plants.
d. Building a backyard bird habitat (Bluebird Trail?).
e. Planting a Merry Meadow.
f. Planting a no-mow demonstration lawn  (Clover-

All-Over).
g. Designing/planting  a native ornamental tree 

area.
h. Building a shelter for protecting us out of the sun.
i. Expanding Monarch migration success.
j. Installing a Sunflower Hedge for Birds.
Please bring your ideas to planning meetings and 

garden with us on the following dates: 
(next column)

January 12 4:00 – 5:00 Planning OSUE Office
February 9 9:00 – 10:30 Planning OSUE Office
March 9 4:00 – 5:00 Planning OSUE Office
March 16 10:00 – 12:00 Work Day LWN Garden

Tom Davidson - LWN Committee Co-Chair

FIEld tRIP CoMMIttEE
CONSERVATORY AGLOW

In 1852 the Franklin County Agricultural Society 
purchased 88 acres east of downtown Columbus 
as a site for the 1st Franklin County Fair.  That was 
then made the official grounds of the Ohio State 
Fair. The city of Columbus built a Victorian style 
glass greenhouse on site. Today it is known as the 
John F. Wolfe Palm House and was opened to the 
public in1895. Since then it has been the site of 
Ameriflora ‘92, Blooms and Butterflies in 1992.  They 
have Botanical Gardens, a Children’s Garden and a 
Conservatory.

As everyone is super busy during the end of the 
year and it can be stressful worrying about what to 
buy, wrapping presents, mailing boxes, ( oh man, 
that is so expensive), baking, and, of course, eating 
goodies.....then worries about weight gain, so….. 
eight Master Gardener Volunteers decided to take 
time off from all worries and concerns and head off to 
the Franklin Park Conservatory.

One room had Gingerbread houses and more. It 
smelled like the holidays in that room. The Gift Shop 
had pretty ornaments and many other items to buy.

Through December 31, there are Chihuly Glass 
sculptures that are truly amazing.  There were 
beautiful Poinsettias with more colors than I thought 
existed.

The lights were magnificent, from the river with 
Clown fish, a giraffe and elephant, a Botanical 
Garden with a crescent moon and a rainbow light 
tunnel, just to mention a few.

Outdoors, we saw the Paul Busse Garden Railway 
with fairylands, a wild west town and castles town. 
There are train trestles above your head with trains 
running.  Rapunzel’s castle was pretty awesome.  
The plantings are specific for each area.

We all agreed that it was a most spectacular 
evening.
Jerri Taylor, Sandy Forstrom and Connie Kersey
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Pam Bennett started the greenery cutting day off with 
a short CEU on greenery identification with tips on 
proper pruning techniques. 

PEREnnIAl CoMMIttEE
Wow! 2022!  I can hardly believe how far we’ve 

come and look forward to where we’re going as 
Master Gardeners of Clark County.

Most of you are aware that I am stepping aside as 
Perennial Committee co-chair to make room for 4 
wonderful ladies who are eager and able to lead us 
as we continue to fulfill our vision for the perennial 
gardens specifically around the Clubhouse area.  I 
will continue as a worker-bee and consultant as 
they dive neck deep in the newly-named SPGA 
Courtyard Gardens. 

 The 2022 garden focus will be renovation of 
the foundation plantings against the front of the 
Clubhouse, facing west.  The design challenge 
will be to create a spectacular formal design that 
complements the formal architectural design of the 
building, yet with a mostly sunny bed on the right 
(facing the building) and a shady side to the left.  
What a fun conundrum!  I know we’re up for it. 

Thinking about how far we’ve come, I can’t help 
reflecting back about 15 years or so to Gateway 
Learning Gardens.  I will always be thankful to Susie 
Anderson, who twisted my very reluctant arm and 
asked me to be the Perennial Cmte chair.  Laura 
Foley had stepped down and left really big shoes to 
fill.  My initial resistance was no match for Susie’s 
persuasion and I am so glad I accepted.  I discovered 
some abilities hidden deep inside me that I had no 
clue were there.   I discovered the wonderful MGVs 
that make up the committee were and continue to 
be the support system and engine that drives the 
gardens and the education programs.

Over the years, the Perennial Committee installed 
several gardens at Gateway Learning Gardens.  We 
initiated the first Plant Sale.  When the Agriculture 
Center was sold, we led the digging up, transplanting 
and transferring the plants from Gateway Learning 
Gardens and ultimately to SPGA.  Oh yeah, we 
had another big plant sale to help unload many of 
the plants that we couldn’t transplant.  Perennial 
Committee member Pam Thullen graciously 
“fostered” a bunch of perennials at her home for a 
season or two or was it three?  It’s all a blur!

Then the big move to SPGA!  What a landscape!  
That big time of trouble and sadness we MGVs 
experienced when we had to move our gardens had 
a HUGE silver lining, thanks to Pam’s leadership and 
connections.  Our present location became available 
and here we are!

We were hidden away in the corporate park at 
Gateway for about 20 years and in only six years at 
SPGA look what Master Gardeners of Clark County 
have accomplished!  I have digressed and expanded 
to include all of SPGA and all the various committees 

as well as Rich Pearson’s guidance as Horticulture 
Program Assistant and of course, Pam’s vision and 
tireless work. 

WOW!  Look how far we’ve come!  I am so excited 
to continue to be a part of this great organization 
and I look forward to seeing how our new Perennial 
Committee Chairs, Jeri Taylor, Marilyn Hinderer, 
Sandy Forstrum and Ann Doan will give new 
blood and new life to an already vibrant Perennial 
Committee in 2022.
Sincerely submitted, Kathy McConkey

MItCHEll gREEnHoUSE 
 CoMMIttEE

The Mitchell Greenhouse training will be held 
on Thursday, January 20th from 9:00 am to 11:00 
am in the large conference room at the OSU 
Extension office.  This is open to all Master Gardener 
Volunteers.  An email will be sent in mid-January as a 
reminder.

Contact Theresa Gregory at mstgregy@woh.rr.com 
or text 937-206-7879 with any questions.

The Mitchell Greenhouse chairs, 
Theresa Gregory, Linda McCann, Rosalind Soles, 
and Karen Parsons
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something from seed, this is it. As the 
title suggests, Fenton takes us through 
his favorite plants, detailing why each 
deserves a place in the garden.
 All these books can be found on 
Amazon!

And we can never forget the gardeners’ 
delight from the mailbox in winter…the 
seed catalogs! Joyful, full of color and 

grandiose ideas for spring, these harbingers of the 
future have us looking forward to gardens of the 
coming year!

BUDS
These winter nights against my windowpanes—

 Nature with busy pencil draws
Designs of ferns and blossoms and
Fine spray of pines, Oak leaf, and

Acorn and fantastic vines, which she
Will make when summer comes again. 

--T. B. Aldrich
Dedicated with a sense of comradery to members 
of Master Gardener Volunteer Class of 2022 
as they embrace the world of the binomial 
classification system!

UNCOMMON NAMES
Aunt Murgatroid is picky

Over what we call her plants!
And though she’s always fussing,

She’s the best of all our aunts.
Don’t call that yellow foxglove!

It’s digitalis grandiflora!”
“But, Auntie, I can’t thay thoth wordth,”

Says little Lindsey Laura.
“And this,” says our Aunt Murgie,

“Is a rosa polyantha.”
“It sure looks like a rose to me,”
Says my sister Nell Samantha.

“And this one here,” Aunt Murgie says,
“A dandy Bellis perrenis.”

“It’s not a daisy, then?” say I—
Her nephew Bradford Dennis.
We do that just to rile her—

Use common names for flowers.

Gatherings about Gardens 
The Roman god Janus, for which the 

month of January draws its name, is often 
depicted with two faces: one looking 
into the past, the other into the future. 
And what better time to remember our 
SPGA year of 2021 and our combined 
accomplishments. All of us have our 
favorite recollections—working, sweating, 
lifting, tugging, learning and laughing all the while, 
with our fellow MGVs. Be sure to include the wildly 
successful Plant Sale in the Spring, the beginnings 
of the Springfield Foundation Feature Gardens, 
the beautiful new sidewalks, the dedication of the 
Wingert Tossey Pavilion and Snyder Park Gardens 
and Arboretum at the stupendous SPGA Jubilee, 
the pounds of fresh produce donated to the Second 
Harvest Food Bank, an in-person “Let’s Bee 
Together” recognition banquet, and the wonderful 
and creative community service project of Holiday 
Swags for the patients at Springfield Regional Cancer 
Center. Wow, what a year!

In looking forward in January, perhaps take this 
winter respite to delve into a great gardening book (a 
mentor in print shall we say.) Here are just a few that 
are must-reads for gardening wisdom and inspiration:

The Well-Tempered Garden, by Christopher 
Lloyd, originally published in 1970. Lloyd is best 
known as the creator of the mesmerizing gardens at 
Great Dixter, but this book contains all the nitty gritty 
of gardening from his incredible depth of knowledge 
and experience. It is thoroughly entertaining too with 
his famously dry asides, easy to dip in and out of, 
and a great bedside book!

We Made a Garden, by Margery Fish. Books 
that chart the creation of a garden are invaluable for 
anyone embarking on similar endeavors. The author 
and her husband bought a dilapidated cottage and 
gardens in 1937, and in this very readable, blow-
by-blow account of creating a country garden from 
scratch is a slim volume that can almost be read in 
one sitting.

The Education Of A Gardener, by Russell Page, 
published in 1962. Sage gardening advice never 
gets old and this book, a classic from one of the 
last century’s most prolific and successful garden 
designers proves it. Page combines his encyclopedic 
horticultural knowledge with plenty of pragmatic 
pointers on how to approach designing a garden.

A Garden from a Hundred Packets of Seeds, 
by James Fenton. The author is a poet and his lyrical 
approach to horticulture makes this book an absolute 
delight. If ever there was a clarion call to grow gatherings about gardens cont. on pg.8
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are serving in these important functions!

Happy New Year, Everyone!  Here’s to a happy, 
healthy 2022, filled with lots of happy growing and 
good times for all of us!  

Susan Miller

our Board of trustees
In our November newsletter we were introduced to 

the nominees for the 2022 Master Gardener Board of 
Trustees.  As I read through the nominees, I realized 
I only had the vaguest notion of what a Board of 
Trustees is.  I have spent some time educating 
myself, and I thought you might be interested in what 
I have learned.

A Board of Trustees is a governing body of a 
nonprofit, with elected board members.  They 
are responsible for strategic planning, policies, 
fundraising, fund requests and oversite.  Our board 
meets every other month as a business meeting, and 
is present monthly at our General Meetings.  Anyone 
can come before the board with an idea or a request.  
Once an idea or request is presented, the board 
takes a vote and decides if it will become part of our 
practice.  

We structure the role of President so that we have 
three people serving in some presidential capacity.  
In 2022, Deb Brugger will be our new president 
(welcome, President Deb!).  Connie Mitchell, our 
2021 President, will become the past president and 
mentor Deb (thank you for your wonderful service, 
Connie!).  Judy Finnegan is our president-elect and 
will serve in 2023.  She will work with Connie and 
Deb to learn the ropes (and you will be great, Judy!).

For financial matters, we have George Simon II 
serving as Treasurer and Theresa Magill serving as 
Assistant Treasurer.  They oversee funds and any 
operating expenses we have.  If you have questions 
related to Master Gardener money, these are the 
people to talk to.  You may recall from the October 
newsletter that George is also heading up the new 
Policies and Procedures committee, which will be 
developing a manual to guide us in these areas.

Linda Asebrook serves as Secretary.  She takes 
meeting minutes, and deals with any correspondence 
we have.  Please know that in the future the 
meeting minutes will reside at the clark.osu.edu site.  
Formerly, you could find them on VMS.

Our board also has two Members-At-Large.  They 
represent and advocate for us, offering insight and  
tie-breaker votes when necessary.  We vote for a 
Member-At-Large every year, so that we always have 
one experienced member and one new member.  In 
2022, Karen Titone will join Marianne Ober as our 
Members-At-Large.  

What great representation we have on our Board of 
Trustees.  Thanks to each of you who have served or 

For though she knows their proper names,
She can’t remember ours!

--Dawn Apelian 

Til next time, Judy Finnegan

gatherings about gardens cont. from pg.3

Sally Day’s cookie recipe from the Perennial 
Committee meeting,  December 2, 2021.

Peanut Butter Surprise Cookies  
(Originally from Teesha McClam)

Ingredients
•	 1 19.5 ounce box brownie mix
•	 1/4 cup butter or margarine, melted
•	 4 ozs. cream cheese, softened
•	 1 egg
•	 1 cup powdered sugar
•	 1 cup creamy peanut butter
•	 1/2 of a 16 oz. can chocolate fudge ready-to-

spread frosting
Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In medium bowl, 

beat brownie mix, melted butter, cream cheese 
and egg 50 strokes with spoon until well blended 
(dough will be sticky).

2. Drop dough by rounded tablespoonfuls 2 inches 
apart onto ungreased cookie sheets to make 
24 cookies; smooth edge of each to form round 
cookie.

3. In small bowl, mix powdered sugar and peanut 
butter with spoon until mixture forms a ball. With 
hands, roll rounded teaspoonfuls peanut butter 
mixture into 24 balls. Lightly press 1 ball into 
center of each ball of dough.

4. Bake for 10 to 14 minutes or until edges are set. 
Cool on cookie sheets at least 30 minutes.

5. Remove from cookie sheets. Spread thin layer of 
frosting over peanut butter portion of each cooled 
cookie.

Makes 2 dozen
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Pictures from Franklin Park Conservatory and Greenery Cutting Day

More greens cutting at 
Karen Parson’s.

Chihuly Glass sculptures.

Lighted tunnel at Conservatory Aglow.

Greens cutting crew at Karen Parson’s home.

River of lights.



10

the two-secondary east/west walks and between the 
Clubhouse and the Pavilion. O’Heil Site Solutions will 
complete sod installation, scheduled to begin as soon 
as the irrigation installation is complete. Green Velvet 
Sod Farm is donating the sod. 

AND, while I have unfortunately once again 
delayed submitting my article in a timely fashion, I 
can now happily report the sod is installed and the 
irrigation installation is completed.  If you have not 
been to SPGA recently, please visit to experience 
the space dedicated to the Springfield Foundation 
Feature Garden now fully dressed and defined by the 
sod.  WOW!  All of your hard work is now framed in 
green and really something to see!

SPGA Site Development - Springfield City 
Forestry is scheduled to plant 40 assorted trees 
throughout the SPGA grounds. Planting sites are 
located and marked with paint and marking flags. 
The trees are dug and waiting for placement and 
installation as favorable (?) weather conditions and 
crew availability allow.  That may begin as early as 
today, 12/15 weather permitting.

 Entrance Garden – MGV Entrance Garden 
Design Sub-Committee of SPGA are developing a 
well-considered proposal. Additional meetings are 
planned. 

Volunteer Events – Monthly Garden clean-up/
workdays are theoretically concluded for the season; 
however, we may have some great opportunities 
with some follow-up mulching and tidying things up 
weather and project completion depending.   

Harvesting the greenery for the Swag project was 
a big success on Monday, 11/29. Tables and supplies 
were picked up from the barn Tuesday 12/07 and 
transported to the large available space formerly 
housing Frank’s Garden Center on Upper Valley Pike, 
with assembly following on 12/08.  WOW!  What an 
amazing display of well-organized tasks to produced 
150 + high quality, fabulous swags for distribution at 
the Cancer Hospital.

Information and Communication – Transition 
to Salesforce/ Hands on Connect is still in process. 
Training and instruction are on the horizon.  With 
VMS no longer available, we must adjust how we 
share information.  I am working on refining some 
spreadsheets of email contact lists to allow for 
needed focus and targeting of specific committees.  

Rich’s Remarks  cont. from pg.3
Documents are no longer available on VMS but 
most can be and are now posted on the OSUE Clark 
County website.  Additionally, there is now a calendar 
of MGV and SPGA events on that website as well. 
Read only access is available to all. There is limited 
access to post any item.  We are still working on 
the details and finesse the processes involved, but 
learning is a lifelong activity, right?

MGV Intern Class 2022 – Plans are underway for 
the next MGV Intern Class. We hosted 3 open house 
events that had a total of 21 participants. Additional 
calls have come in and word of mouth is also creating 
some interest. A much-appreciated group of MGVs 
have formed a committee to contact and schedule 
interviews for those who have applied.  Interviews 
are scheduled for the week of December 27, Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday.  Let us hope for a great 
and eager new 2022 MGV Intern Class! 

-- Rich

Sod waiting for 
installation.

Sod in place 
around the 
Springfield 

Foundation 
Feature 

Gardens.
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Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, 
Clark County, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937.398.7600. The Master Gardener 
Advisor is Pam Bennett. http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-
blooms-newsletters
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  For more informa-
tion, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

jo Brown roasting a hot dog on greens 
Cutting day at Pam Bennett’s home.


