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MGVs waiting for 
the start of the 

2022 Plant and 
Garden  

Sell-Abration.

Many hands make easier work. Field Trials planting 
day 2022.

Mark Your Calendar for June
1 9 am - 12 pm SPGA Garden workday
2 6 pm - 7:30 pm Vegetable Gardening Program in the 
  Victory Garden
6 8:30 - 9:30am Yoga in the Garden. Wingert Tossey 
  Pavilion. Equipment provided.
7 9 am - 2 pm Perennial Committee Workday & 
  Committee Meeting
8 6 - 8 pm Night Weeders in the Gardens
11 10 am - 2 pm Hydrangea in the Landscape 
  Workshop. Instructor Pam Bennett.  
  $10. fee.
13 8:30 - 9:30am Yoga in the Garden. Wingert Tossey 
  Pavilion. Equipment provided. 
 6 pm - 8 pm Music in the Garden - Wingert Tossey 
  Pavilion. Lafferty Pike Blue Grass.
14 9 am - 12 pm Perennial Committee Workday
15 9 am - 12 pm SPGA Garden workday 
 9 am - 12 pm Landscape with Nature workday
16 9:30 - 11:20pm Fair Flower Show meeting. Place TBD
 6 pm - 7:30 pm Savor the Flavor of Herbs. SPGA 
  Garden of Eatin’
20 8:30 - 12 pm EOS Garden workday at SPGA
 8:30 - 9:30am Yoga in the Garden. Wingert Tossey 
  Pavilion. Equipment provided.
21 9 am - 12 pm Perennial Committee workday at SPGA
22 6 - 8 pm Night Weeders in the Gardens
23 8:30 - 12 pm EOS Garden workday at SPGA 
 1 pm - 3pm SPGA Jubilee Committee meeting in  
  Wingert Tossey Pavilion. 
 6 pm - 7:30 pm Visiting an Early Ohio Settler’s Garden 
  at SPGA.



2
Pam’s Posies  cont. on pg. 3

Pam’s Posies
Dear MGVs,

You have an amazing capacity to kick some pretty 
big butt!  Cultivar trials were planted in a little under 
two hours.  Impressive.  Over the years we just keep 
getting better!  Thanks to everyone who came out to 
plant.  It was a great day, and everything seems to be 
progressing along.  

Early garden work and planting is almost complete.  
Garden chairs are doing an incredible job moving 
these projects ahead.  We are going to have a 
marvelous summer with all the programming that has 
been planned by the Education committee.  There is 
so much happening in the gardens this summer and 
I am thrilled.  Yoga, music, education and fun – be 
sure to join in.

In November, during our planning meeting, I 
challenged garden chairs and others to present 
at least two programs during the summer focused 
on their garden.  They didn’t comply – they 
OVERCOMPLIED!  Not only did they come up 
with two programs, but they also knocked it out 
of the park!  I am so excited!  For a listing of all 
the happenings this summer, you can refer to the 
National Trail Parks and Recreation District summer 
activity guide or go to our website and click on 
the calendar.  For a short link that you can use or 
bookmark – use this:  go.osu.edu/clarkmgvcalendar

We will be dedicating the Springfield Foundation 
Feature Garden in August during the Garden 
Jubilee.  The annuals are going in this week and 
the perennials are looking beautiful.  The Annual 
committee has been working diligently to get this 
garden in the ground.  There were some hiccups with 
the order, but all the plants are donated by Proven 
Winners. We will be sure to recognize them for their 
donation.  

Many have heard me mention how disappointed I 
am with the turf in the Springfield Foundation Feature 
Garden.  I have talked with the company, and they 
will make it right – the sales representative was not 
happy either.  Because of the timing, we are going to 
wait until fall.  Because of the type of turfgrass that 
we used, there are gaps in the sod.  If you recall your 
training classes on turf, turf type tall fescue doesn’t 
spread by rhizomes.  One seed equals one plant.  
Therefore, the gaps won’t fill in.  We will limp through 
this summer and try to mow and keep it looking nice.  
This fall, they will control the weeds and fill in the 
gaps and overseed.  

I truly can never thank you all enough for all that 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
“If you look the right way, you can see that the 

whole world is a garden.” 
Frances Hodgson Burnett

Dear Fellow Master Gardener Volunteers,
The above quote is one that I have adored my 

whole life, probably a contributing factor to my 
retirement goal of becoming a Master Gardener 
Volunteer.  This time of year, that quote is perfect, 
for everywhere we look, plants are springing to life, 
blooming and making way for the next show of color.  
Spring is truly a beautiful time of year!  Spring for a 
Master Gardener is a huge transition as well.  We, 
too, are “springing to life” as we can finally spend 
those long days outside again, prepping and planting.  
Some of us, not mentioning any names…have 
over-done it again this year, in our impatience to get 
everything planted in one day!  Nothing that a little 
Tylenol won’t cure, right?  

That “springing to life” couldn’t be more evident 
than at Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum.  Here 
are just some of the things we’ve had going on this 
month:
•	 Plants, plants and more plants! Plants being 

delivered, unloaded, priced, and readied for the 
oh, so successful Plant & Garden Sell-a-bration.  
Kudos to Connie, Karen and Loretta for planning 
and implementing one of the best sales ever, 
and to all of the Master Gardener Volunteers who 
worked so hard in support.

•	 Field Trials transferred, beds prepped and 
planting done by an army of Master Gardener 
Volunteers.

•	 Our first Meet Me in the Garden for Music 
program on 5/10, where we were thoroughly 
entertained by the Springfield Youth Symphony’s 
Premier Ensemble.  The event was well-attended, 
the music superb, and we broke-in that new, 
wonderful sod between the Clubhouse and the 
Wingert Tossey Pavilion. (Music will be offered 
every second Monday of each month through 
September.)

•	 Meet me in the Park for Yoga will begin in June 
and will be offered once a week.  Check our 
calendar for dates and times each month.

•	 Gardens are being planted all over SPGA and the 
worker-bees seem to be everywhere!  

•	 Watch for new items around SPGA like our 
new Letterbox, beautiful new potted plants, a 

President’s Corner cont. on pg. 3
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RICH’S REMARKS
We had a phenomenal and productive month of 

May!  The Garden and Plant Sell-A-Bration was 
incredible due in LARGE part to all the well-organized 
planning and preparation beforehand.  That crew 
of Bench Builders that repaired and then built new 
additional benches in 2 sessions was amazing!  The 
crew of MGV that showed up and lined up for the 
plant deliveries were great!  It probably seemed a 
little chaotic, but it really did empty the truck and get 
things to their correct locations in a very efficient 
manner!  And then the journey of the Field Trial plants 
that travelled from Columbus to our little slice of Eden 
was another great example of MGV pre-planning 
and advanced organization.  WOW!  We loaded the 
horse trailer and just a few vehicles in record time 
thanks to the advanced scouts that went the day 
before and sorted and organized everything ahead 
of Caravan Day.  Great job everyone!  And all of that 
just reinforces the notion of how valuable the “whole 
village” concept is.
Wingert Tossey Pavilion; Springfield Foundation 
Feature Garden; SPGA Site Development

Sod is growing and taking root and the irrigation 
system is completed and charged.  

Dennis Latimer diligently push-mowed the area 
to keep the sod in good shape and the tops off the 
dandelions and the space looking like a respectable 
public garden should.  And now we have our new 
mower onsite!  Look out dandelions!  Your little 
flowers are no match!

The 6 annual beds were thoroughly weeded and 
planted with borders of Pansies.  These are now 
in process to be replaced by season long annuals.  
Those annual plants are at the barn site now for 
hardening off, while the Southeastern High School 
FFA students wheelbarrowed in 10 cubic yards of 
soil/compost blend (yes, that is a big pile!) to raise 
and level the beds.  Tilling will follow as soon as soil 
moisture levels permit and then planting!  That will 
depend on weather but stay tuned!

The Perennial Committee removed the assorted 
plants along the west side of the Clubhouse.  Plans 
are underway to complete design work and confirm 
plant material sources.

The Entrance Committee completed a detailed 
design.  Details and logistics are underway. Input 
is solicited from local engineering, architectural, 
and construction firms. We are also reaching out to 
NTPRD for assistance in selecting and relocating 
Memorial Hall artifacts for the project

Rich’s Remarks  cont. on pg.10

President’s Corner  cont. from pg. 2
Conestoga wagon at the EOS Garden, new 
construction at the Landscape with Nature 
Garden and much more.

So much going on that there are no excuses for you 
to not be in the park in some fashion this summer, so 
meet me there!
Power to the Plants. 
Deb Brugger

Pam’s Posies  cont. from pg. 2

1st Carrie Moore
16th Dorothy Gordon
20th Jane Malowney
23rd Susie Anderson
23rd LaDonna Lowe
23rd Teresa Magill
27th Judy Hopper

All MGV’s please, please don’t forget 
to get your dues into Treasurer George 
Simon ASAP.  The dues are $30.00 
payable to Master Gardeners of  Clark 
County. 
Please mail to: 

Master Gardeners of Clark County
P.O.Box 158
Springfield, OH 45501

you do.  We have amazing volunteers who give 
so much to their community.  Our community is so 
fortunate to have you living in Clark County or giving 
to Clark County!   THANKS for all that you do.
Pam
Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension
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Committee Reports

NIgHT WEEDERS COMMITTEE
Our meeting dates took a beating in May, thanks 

to the rainy weather, but we weeded twice and 
hope to weed again on May 25th.  We weeded 
in the hydrangea bed and pulled out the pansies 
and weeded in the Springfield Foundation Feature 
Garden beds in preparation for the summer annuals.  
Thanks to all who are joining us.  What a bunch of 
fun folks!

Cochairs	
Susan and Tom Miller

LAWN AND gARDEN HELPLINE 
COMMITTEE

The MGV Lawn and Garden Helpline (a new 
name) is organizing and gearing up to provide 
services to the community again after halted 
due to COVID. Members of the committee are 
checking with the OSU Extension office for any 
samples and phone calls received. 

On Mondays, from 5 – 7 p.m. and Tuesdays 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m., June through August, at least two 
committee members will be available to answer 
lawn and garden questions at SPGA for the 
community.

More help on this committee is welcome. 
Committee chairs will provide training. If you are 
having difficulty getting down to play in the soil 
and need hours, this is a way to achieve that 
goal. This committee does research to answer 
questions and relies on experience.
For more information, contact: Kathy McConkey 
Kdmcconkey1@gmail.com 
(937) 624-930
Or Lola Walston 
lwalston@woh.rr.com or ohiomoose@gmail.com 
(937) 323-9976 (home) or (937) 471-2894 (cell)
June is national Dairy Month.
Why did the pirate want milk poured on him? 
A: He was Captain Crunch!
Kathy McConkey and Lola Walston, Co-Chairs

SPgA gARDEN JuBILEE  
COMMITTEE
Jubilee Planning

Twenty-five Master Gardeners attended the first 
SPGA Garden Jubilee Planning Committee Meeting 
on May 26. Kent Sherry, President of the Hollandia 
Garden Association which does the upkeep for 
the Kiwanis Children Garden, also met with us. 
Pam is planning that the Springfield Foundation 
Feature Garden will be dedicated at 9 am on August 
6.  This will be a less extensive event than last 
year’s dedication of the Pavilion. Sub-committee 
responsibilities were reviewed, and ideas exchanged 
for the upcoming Jubilee. The group decided that all 
education of the public will take place outside in each 
of the individual garden areas. The Clubhouse will be 
available only for the Master Gardeners to use. Most 
of the plans put into place during the past few years, 
such as having Ambassadors, the Garden Hunt with 
the maps, the wagon rides will continue in 2022. 

Please consider attending our future planning 
meetings-June 23 and July 28, 1-3 pm, at the 
Pavilion. The June meeting will be extremely 
important for reviewing all of the plans and making 
sure all of the pieces of the puzzle fit together.

Do mark your calendar for Friday, August 5, 9 am 
setup, and Saturday, August 6. You can sign up to 
help through the individual sub-committee chairs or 
garden chairs. After all, the Jubilee is a fun day for us 
to celebrate and show off all of our hard work!
Rita Lane, Christi Lockhart, Susan Smith

Our friend and fellow Master Gardener 
Volunteer Dorothy Burkholder passed 

away on May 20, 2022 at Violet Springs 
Health Campus in Pickerington Ohio. 
Visitation and services were held at 
Littleton & Rue Funeral Home on 

May 24, 2022. Dot was in the class of 
2002. Memorial gifts may be made in 

Dorothy’s name to Master Gardeners of 
Clark County or to the North Hampton 

Community Church.
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EARLY OHIO SETTLER’S  
gARDEN COMMITTEE

Busy May kick-started the Early Ohio Settler’s 
Garden. It is open and ready for business with bright 
golden new straw paths, our specially made-by-
Dennis Latimer trellises are installed, old-timey seeds 
are in the ground, and most of the new plants are 
rooted and raring to grow.

We had unscheduled deer barbers give our 
strawberries a close shave. Thanks, but no thanks. 
A layer of chicken wire over the bed hampered them 
until the wildlife deterrent sprayers were installed to 
slow them down! It worked. The cameras caught one 
surprised deer exiting immediately.

John Q. Public continues to be the biggest pest in 
the garden. The sprayer system was changed from 
“night” to “day” on three of the four corners, and 
one was set to “off.” We will have to figure a way to 
enclose the dials and thwart the darling pranksters.

The gourd birdhouses are hanging again. The hops 
need remedial training about growing on our hop 
poles and NOT the fence.

The garden is good to go, thanks to an amazing 
army of Settler’s. Check it out!
Chairs: Peggy Shank, Kim Bachman, Mark and Judy 
Finnegan

Peggy Shank and Mark 
Finnegan install gourd 
birdhouses, Settler’s style.

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
The perennial committee has had but one 

workday, but it was most productive-the plants 
across the front of the clubhouse were dug up to 
be stored for other projects, making way for the 
new plants to be installed.  The clematis and liriope 
areas were cleaned up as were the Springfield 
Foundation Feature Gardens.  Many thanks to 
the Night Weeders and the help from Community 
Clean-up Day for helping with the River of Daffodils 
and various other gardens

We will be having a Hydrangea class on 
Saturday, June 11, from 10-2 taught by Pam 
Bennett.  There will be a $10.00 charge for this 
class.

Our next Perennial Workday will be June 7.  
Hopefully we will have a large turnout.  There 
is plenty of work to do, especially in the River 
of Daffodils, which can use some weeding and 
deadheading.

Not sure when our new plants will be here. We 
were hoping for May 28. Fingers crossed they will 
be here soon!
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann Doane, Jerri Taylor, Marilyn Hinderer, Sandy 
Forstrom

The “planting” committee rests from its 
labors.

Installing the new straw paths.

Newspaper folders read all  
about it.
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LANDSCAPE WITH NATuRE 
COMMITTEE

At LWN planning and workshop meeting of May 18, 
Tom Davidson and Donna Meister were revising their 
gardens to create an area with curved paths and new 
plants in the Bee Haven and Butterfly Buffet.

Joyce and Gary Watson( two new interns) are 
doing LWN a great service by putting together 
one of our combination bench/tables that Tom has 
purchased for our area.

Carrie Moore joined our group by weeding and 
planting zinnias in the Bee Haven and she has 
fantastic pollinator ideas for future projects.

Allison Volk and Joyce Watson were super helpers 
for Donna recognizing the natives to mark and see 
if they survived our winter weather in the Butterfly 
Buffet.  Joyce has a host garden at home and Allison 
also has a ton of native plants at her home.

Jani brought plants to use in the Butterfly Buffet:  
12 Liatris bulbs, Prairie Queen (thanks Susan Miller), 
3 Rattlesnake Masters, 3 common Ironweed, and 
2 Compass plants that I bought at MG Plant Sale, 
watered the Zinnias that Carrie planted, weeded, and 
wrote this article.

Dennis has tilled the area for the Cincinnati Zoo 
research cultivars and Tom has developed a plan for 
their planting.  There is a ton of work to be done and 
more future plans for Landscape With Nature.

Come to our next meeting and workshop June 15 
at 9 am-noon at SPGA

We love to share the garden!
Co-chairs Tom Davidson, Donna Meister, Jani 
Malowney 

fAIR fLOWER SHOW 
COMMITTEE 

The Fair Flower Show runs from July 22-29, 2022, 
with the theme of “Christmas in July”.

Open Class entry forms are available online at the 
website: clarkcoag.com. The deadline to enter is 
June 30. You can enter online or take entries to the 
Clark County fair office. If you need help with this, 
please let Marianne or Jani know.  We are happy to 
help and hope to see more entries this year.

Master Gardener Volunteers may be interested 
in entering in the Artistic Design competition.  The 
design must be yours.  You can use fresh flowers, 
foliage and dried materials obtained from any source.  
You cannot use painted or colored fresh material or 
artificial or silk flowers, etc.  We hope to see entries 
from our talented gardeners.

Our first Fair Meeting was held Friday the 
Thirteenth (LoL) and it turned out exceedingly well 
even though there were several opportunities going 
at the same time. Attending were Val Kelly, one of 
our new interns, and Carolyn Schreck, an intern from 
a previous class. Also faithfully attending were Judy 
Hopper, who will be in charge of vases this year, Paul 
and Sherri Mohler, who work the Fair and our “Best of 
Show” winner Donna Myers who has the Wednesday 
Kids Flower Arranging Class set up with workers 
and local dignitary judges.  It is a very popular event 
that is well attended. Each child gets a participation 
ribbon.  They can also win a ribbon and Best of Show 
Rosette!

The Baked Goods will be back this year and Barb 
Stewart (Arts and Crafts Building manager) still 
needs a person to help with Veggies again. She has 
enlisted our Victory Garden chairman, Ed Wozniak, to 
judge the vegetables again this year! Donna Myers, 
Deb Dean and Deb Brugger helped with vegetables 
last year, but they could really use some help in 
2022. Please call me or Marianne or Barb Stewart. 

I received a wonderful picture from MGV Pat Martin 
and her daughter-in-law, Brandy, who attended our 
Fairy Garden Class. It’s a picture of an adorable fairy 
garden that Brandy had made for her six-year-old 
daughter. She used the lessons and tips that Barbara 
Myers taught us in the class. Awesome!  If you 
like fairy gardens, there is a Senior Miniature Fairy 
Garden Competition that might interest you.

Our next Meeting is June 16, 2022, at 9:30 am- 
11:30 am at the small conference room or the 
Wingert-Tossey Pavilion, weather permitting.
Jani Malowney and Marianne Ober

Fairy garden Brandy Martin made for her 
daughter.



7

“Give me that screwdriver!” shouts Friend 
Hubby. I hand him the one with the 
insulated handle. He uses it to ground 
the spark plug. The motor coughs a bit, 
wheezes once or twice, and then comes 
to a full stop. ...He gives the new starter 
cord a pull. The old tiller jumps to life once 
more, pawing the grass as if impatient 
to get going to the garden patch. But 
just in case it tries to get away from him 

again, Friend Hubby is keeping a tight rein on it, the 
insulated screwdriver protruding from the hind pocket 
of his gardening pants. I can’t say I blame him.
Now it’s time to plant. When the seed catalogs 
arrived back in January, I began my annual dream 
about that perfect garden we were going to grow 
this year. The rows would all be straight as arrows 
and not a weed on the premises. But that was back 
in January. Come Spring, everything happens so 
fast I am utterly overwhelmed. The snow melts, the 
windows need washing, visitors arrive, the grass 
grows three inches a day, and the only blooms in 
sight are the dandelions. Friend Hubby is not the 
least bit daunted. He has babied along a few dozen 
bedding plants for weeks and is anxious to set them 
out. I have to admit it will be nice to reclaim the dining 
room table he usurped for a makeshift greenhouse. 
We set out with great planting expectations, as 
Friend Hubby meticulously strings a line to make 
straight rows. But then the sun goes under a cloud, 
and gardening becomes a race to beat the rain. “Let’s 
just get those seeds in the ground and be done with 
it,” I cry. “What if I just make the rows free hand?” he 
suggests. “Fine with me. The peas will never know 
the difference.” I stand at one end of the garden 
shouting directions. “A little to the right, no, a bit left, 
that’s pretty good.” At the rate we’re going I figure 
we’ll be the only folks in the neighborhood whose 
rows are as wrinkled as they are. 
After we’ve planted 10 double rows of peas, one 
double row of beets, and another of beans, we 
come out one morning to find all of them nipped 
right off at ground level. “I told you so!” exclaims 
Friend Hubby, ... “that cute rabbit!”  We go buy a 
roll of chicken wire. Forty dollars. Four packages of 
bamboo stakes. Twenty dollars. Then we spend half 
a day figuring out how to erect a rabbit-proof fence. 
A dozen arguments. Sore fingers. Hurt feelings. A 
dearth of wire coat hangers to make hooks to hold 
the bottom edge of the chicken wire securely to the 
ground. Friend Hubby raids the closets. “Do you need 
so many?” I protest? “You know how fast a rabbit can 
dig?”

Gatherings about Gardens 
HOME GROAN excerpted from 
GreenPrints Spring 2021 written by Alma 
Barkman
I suppose there are one or two people out 
there somewhere who are so perfectly 
organized that they actually keep all their 
gardening equipment in one easy-to-
reach spot. Their hoe hangs right where 
it’s supposed to, the twine is neatly wound around 
two stout stakes, and the seed packets are all filed 
alphabetically in a shoe box. On the appointed day, 
they simply take out their equipment and plant a 
garden. Not at this house. Ever. 
About the same time I am ransacking the premises 
for garden tools, Friend Hubby begins hunting 
up garden hoses and water couplings and spray 
nozzles, none of which are ever connected to each 
other. And then he can’t find his gardening clothes, by 
which he means his sweater (a decrepit old tangle of 
tattered yarn), his shirt (stains on the sleeve, buttons 
missing, the back worn paper thin, and barbeque-
spark holes in the front), his shoes (rundown, 
wrinkled, knot-laced, and with holes the size of a 
quarter), and his gardening pants (baggy-kneed, torn-
pocketed, and fray-cuffed). When he steps outside, 
we don’t need a scarecrow!
As Friend Hubby has done for the past 50 years, 
every Spring he unearths his garden tiller from 
beneath a pile of junk in the back yard. And every 
year I fully expect him to come in and solemnly 
announce that the old front-tined plowhorse has died. 
So far it hasn’t happened. The old gal fires right up 
again this spring, but then it starts to balk.
Friend Hubby comes in bearing a frayed starter rope 
and lamenting that he’ll have to pay four dollars for 
a new one. I take a close look at the remains and 
identify them as being similar to a piece of cord I 
have among my sewing supplies. 
“Is this long enough?” I ask. Friend Hubby’s face 
lights up. “Sure! Can you spare it?” Spare it? I’m 
downright glad to get rid of it. Friend Hubby goes 
back outside.
In a few minutes I hear him call: “Can you just help 
me thread that cord through this little hole?” After a 
bit of finagling, I succeed. “Now if you would just get 
the scissors and cut the end of this knot...”  He gives 
the cord a good tug and the motor springs to life, 
backfiring once or twice for good measure like a colt 
snorting for the pure joy of kicking up its heels. But 
then the tiller becomes a runaway steed—it just won’t 
stop. gatherings about gardens cont. on pg.9
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shouldered hawk shrug off a direct hit by a robin, and 
tree and barn swallows swoop through the wetland in 
search of insects.

When we moved here, it didn’t take us long to 
realize that we weren’t the only creatures living on 
this property.  We dreamers, Tom and I, were given 
the gift of bearing witness to nature’s story, watching 
the seasons unfold.  In time we wondered who would 
care for this land and its creatures when we were 
gone?  We talked about conserving the land, saving 
it for future generations.  We talked to anyone who 
would listen – friends, lawyers, land biologists, our 
friends at Tecumseh Land Trust.  In March, we heard 
from Michelle Burns, Director of Tecumseh Land Trust.  
She’d heard of a grant program that could help us, 
H2Ohio.  H2Ohio was launched by Governor DeWine 
in 2019 as an initiative to help address the many water 
quality problems facing Ohio.  Our wetland is not only 
home to a lot of wildlife, it sits at the headwaters of 
Rainbow Run tributary, where a lot of water from farm 
fields rolls over it before dumping into Rainbow Run 
and heading to the Little Miami River.  If we won a 
grant, we could put in a pond that would act as a catch 
basin to filter water and buffer floods.  Not only could 
we protect an important area for wildlife, we would 
improve the quality of water for all of us!

We had a scant week to get that proposal written.  
Michelle Burns and her staff leaped into action.  Tom 
has a lot of proposal writing experience.  He latched 
on to that thing and would not let go until our case was 
iron clad.  We submitted it April 1, and then we waited.  
On May 2nd Michelle emailed us and said we should 
hear something within the week.  We began checking 
our email far too often. 

The next day we were cleaning the utility room.  I 
stopped to check my email and yelped.  I dashed to 
get Tom.  For better or worse, we had to open that 
email together.  Could we win, really win, two farmers, 
gardeners, dreamers?  We opened Michelle’s email.

Congratulations all, we were funded!!!!  I can’t believe 
we made the cut out of 29 applications.

We laughed, we hugged, we cried.  Friends, this 
grant is a partnership between Tecumseh Land Trust, 
U.S Fish and Wildlife and us, the dreamers.  It is 
roughly $200,000 to start restoring this important 
wetland.  And we aren’t stopping here.  We hope 
this project is a catalyst.  We hope to encourage our 
neighbors to join us, so we can string together land 
along the Rainbow Run tributary, like beads on a 
necklace, until we’ve formed a green corridor to the 
Little Miami River.  Our big dreams continue.  All we 
have to do is try, and try and try again.  Sometimes the 
big dreams come true. 
Happy Gardening, Friends! 
Susan Miller

Backyard News
Have you ever had a dream come true?  I have, and 

more than once.
When Husband Tom and I first started out, there 

was so much room for improvement in our lives.  We 
were still in college, I twenty and he barely twenty-one.  
We decided we could live on love and dreams, and 
we could, but it wasn’t easy.  We lived in Richmond, 
Kentucky, in an upstairs apartment of an old house. We 
paid $150 a month for rent, and that included utilities 
and it was a stretch.  We had the best landlady, Miss 
B. She was in her seventies and had a lush vegetable 
garden in her backyard.  She fed us homemade 
vegetable soup, and we dreamed of our own giant 
garden one day.  She let us grill burgers on her porch, 
using our tiny Kroger grill.  I used to peer into her 
garden and try to discern the future.  Would we ever 
have a dependable car? Air conditioning? A garden of 
our own?

A decade or so later Tom was finishing graduate 
school at OSU and we were heading west, to Fairborn. 
We had found a big old farmhouse on 1.75 acres in 
Clark County, a dream was coming true.  That house 
had good bones but bad windows.  We had so many 
visitors in those early years: a tree frog in the dining 
room.  Did you know they can jump in every direction?  
A bat under my briefcase as I dashed off to work.  
Baggins, our city cat, caught his first mouse, ate it, then 
threw up on our white area rug, a very poor choice for 
country living.  Tom woke in the middle of the night 
and stepped in the mouse guts – yuck!  So many wolf 
spiders would come in during the fall I decided I had to 
get over my spider phobia or move back to the city.  Of 
course, I love them now and consider them friends of 
the garden.  

Five years after we moved in, Weaver, the farmer 
who farmed around us decided to retire at 88.  He 
sold us thirty eight acres!  We were farmers and 
landowners! Another dream came true!  Eight acres 
weren’t much, wetlands that had been used for 
generations to pasture cattle and sheep, but it was 
up against a creek called Rainbow Run and it felt like 
it belonged with us.  For the next twenty-five years 
we raised hay on the farm and cattle grazed on that 
wetland.

A few years ago, when we decided to build a smaller 
home for the next chapters of our life, we sold the 
cattle.  Soon after, our field mower broke.  With no 
cattle to graze or mower to mow, that wetland burst 
into life.  After at least a hundred years of grazing, 
native plants burst out of the ground – Northern iris, 
swamp milkweed, ironweed, boneset, blue vervain, 
blue lobelia, native roses, dogwood, elderberry, the list 
goes on and on and on.  And the wildlife, always with 
us on our journey, swelled.  As I write this, I watch a red 
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Despite all our mumbling and grumbling and aches 
and pains, we are firmly convinced that we are going 
to grow something valuable. The weather may be 
too dry, or too cold, or too wet, or too windy, but 
complaining about the heat and the bugs and the hail 
and the drought are as much a part of gardening as 
digging and planting and sowing and reaping. 

I once saw a crooked old sign at a kid’s roadside 
stand that read “Vegtubbles---Home Groan.” And 
Friend Hubby and I do groan a lot!

Til next time, Judy Finnegan

gatherings about gardens cont. on pg.7 Winter Seed Sowing Finale
Well, I gave it my best shot for the first year, 

learned a lot from my failures, and I will be trying this 
experiment again next Winter.  This is what I learned:

1.	 Seal your milk jugs with better packaging tape.

2.	 Use new seeds.

3.	 Don’t be too anxious to open the jugs and bring 
those tender plants out until temperatures are 
ready.

4.	 Talk to Theresa before transplanting to small pots 
for tender young seedlings.

I only have painted daisies and parsley to show for 
my efforts this year, but I am not discouraged.  I will 
get this right next year!

Deb Brugger

Julie Zeller and Tina Miller displaying their Make and 
Take planters from the 2022 Plant and Garden  
Sell-Abration.

The Fundraising Booth getting ready for many sales 
of garden tools and tickets for chances to win the 
Peanuts quilt.

Pictures from the  
Plant and Garden Sell-Abration

MGVs Steve and Becky Kapp help with unloading 
and putting out the plants for the sale.

MGVs Missey Hawley and Claudia Fett help to place 
and straighten the plants in the Shade Plant area.
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Volunteer Events and Activities
•	 Pints and Plants at Mother Stewarts was a big 

success.
•	 Garden Workdays have begun and are well 

attended and productive.
•	 The new Night Weeders is now meeting and is 

very productive.
•	 The Garden and Plant Sell-A-Bration was a 

huge success – many thanks to the Tri-Chairs: 
Karen Titone, Connie Mitchell, Loretta Blazer 
and all of the other multitudes that worked so 
hard to produce a very successful event!

•	 Evenings with Music in the Garden began 
Monday with the Springfield Youth Symphony 
Ensemble and was well attended with 48 in the 
audience.  The musicians were very talented 
and presented a great program!  Make sure to 
put these monthly events on your calendars!

Salesforce/Hands on Connect
Deb Brugger and Connie Mitchell assembled a 

great committee to help MGVs with accessing and 
using this new database system. There is a need to 
continue this process and they are working to that 
end. The help sessions at the ESC during MGV 
Intern training were very well received, and I had 
multiple positive feedbacks.  I truly understand the 
challenges many are experiencing, as I am still in 
“learning mode” myself!
Information and Communication

Compiling and assimilating large amounts of 
information for various projects and distributing to the 
public is a rapidly growing activity for our MGV.  We 
have a reasonably successful system for processing 
this.  Particularly now with continued limited office 
staffing and the onset of the “busy season” for 4-H, 
we have a system to send all requests for publicity, 
posting, scheduling of facilities to begin with going 
through me.  It is off to a good start and yet has 
needed growth and refinement.

I continue to work to ensure the Website Calendar 
is accurate and updated.  There are glitches and 
oversites.  When you notice these, please let me 
know and I will correct them as soon as possible.

I respectfully request that Chairs, Co-chairs or 
others with important and timely information that 
needs distributed quickly to the masses, please 
send it to me early in the week and I will work toward 
compiling multiple topics in a “bullet point” format to 

Rich’s Remarks  cont. from pg.3

MGV Karen Titone, 
is that panic or 
excitment?

supply that information in fewer but necessarily larger 
emails. I welcome your input and any suggestions on 
improving that process.

We are now well into the “Season” and things are 
proceeding well.  Pre-planning, organization, and 
communication are and will continue to be so very 
necessary to continue this great productive path 
we have begun.  Thank you ALL!  You continue to 
demonstrate what a great team you all make!
Thank you!!! 
---Rich---

2022 Plant and Garden Sell-Abration ready to open.

Many yard and garden items available in the 
barn sale area.
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Theresa Gregory and Linda McCann preparing plants 
at the OSU greenhouses to bring to SPGA for the trial 
beds.

Theresa Gregory’s husband Terry and Karen 
Parson’s husband Mark loading crates of trial plants 
in the Parsons’s horse trailer.

Pictures from the gardens and More.

Pam Bennett setting plant signs for placement of trial 
plants in the beds.

MGV  Deb Brugger and Aleacia Laird (our summer 
intern from 2020 and 2021) talking and planting.

All of the plants are in the ground. Peony bed in full bloom at SPGA.
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Don’t Forget
June 1st and 15th

SPGA Garden Clean ups 
9:00 am to Noon

Very first “Music in the Gardens” presentation: The 
Springfield Youth Orchestra LiveWire Chamber 
Music Ensemble.


