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Garden Education program on Ornamental Grasses 
in the Clubhouse and Springfield Foundation Feature 
Gardens at SPGA.

3 9 am - Noon EOS Garden workday. 
 1 pm - 3 pm HoC training - OSUE Lg Conf Rm
4 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden Cmte, workday. 
 12 pm - 2 pm Perennial Garden Cmte. meeting.
5 9 am - Noon SPGA Garden Workday.
6 6 pm - 7:30 pm Garden Education - Composting -  
  SPGA Clubhouse.
7 1 pm - 3 pm All Things Landscape - Windy Knolls
7 & 8 MGV State Conference - Cleveland
11 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden Cmte. workday.
12 5:30 - 7:30 pm Board of Trustees meeting.
13 11am - ? Publicity/PR Cmte. meeting - SPGA.
17 9 am - Noon EOS Garden workday. 
 10 am - Noon SPGA Donations Cmte. - SPGA  
  Clubhouse
18 9 am - Noon Perennial Garden Cmte. workday.
19 9 am - Noon SPGA Garden Workday. 
 9 am - Noon LWN Garden Workday. 
23 12 pm - 2 pm Bourbon, Bulbs & House Plants -  
  Mother Stewart’s Brewery.
24 2 pm - 4 pm SPGA Accessories Cmte - OSUE Lg  
  Conf Rm.
25 9 am - 11 am Perennial Garden workday.
27 11am - 1 pm Education Cmte. meeting SPGA  
  Clubhouse 
31  MGV Recognition Dinner -  
  Springfield Marriott

Mark Your Calendar for October Two dozen participants from the community attended 
the Monarch Tagging afternoon hosted by the 
MGVs at the Landscape with Nature Garden and 
sponsored by National Trails Parks and Recreation.
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Pam’s Posies
Dear MGVs,

Where oh where did the summer go?  I love the 
change of seasons, but it seems like I didn’t get to 
experience summer like I wanted to!  I love fall, don’t 
get me wrong, the colors, the warm sunny days the 
food, and of course, Buckeye football.  But I really 
love hot and humid weather!  

Here we are once again heading into the fall and 
winter planning season.  We have accomplished 
much this season, and there will be big plans for 
2023, including installing a grand entrance to Snyder 
Park Gardens & Arboretum as well as signage.  
We will also be meeting over the winter to discuss 
accessories (tables, benches, etc.), donation 
acceptance policy, and more.  Watch for details of 
any of these meetings if you are interested in helping.

Ohio State University Extension would not be as 
effective without our many volunteers.  I appreciate 
all that you do to get the word out about horticulture 
in our community.  As we continue to grow the 
gardens, consider ways we might reach out to our 
diverse community in terms of programming.  I 
challenged each garden committee to have at least 
one educational program this year and all committees 
hit the ball out of the park.  Between yoga, music, 
classes, tours and more, we reached broad 
audiences.  It was thrilling to see so many people use 
the gardens.

Thank you for all you do for OSU Extension.  You 
are the reason my job is so much fun!  And speaking 
of jobs, I will be ending my tenure as .25FTE 
Chadwick Arboretum Interim Program Director on 
December 31, 2022.  It’s time to get back to .5FTE 
for the state MGV program!  I will say this – I learned 
a lot by serving in an interim position.  It was very 
helpful for my Clark County job!

Enjoy the fall and the Buckeye football wins!  Go 
Bucks! 
Pam
Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener Volunteer 
Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
“I’m so glad I live in a world where there  

are Octobers!”
Anne of Green Gables

Dear Fellow Master Gardener Volunteers,

I’ve been waiting all year to use that quote from my 
favorite childhood character.  I got my early love of 
gardening from my grandmother, my dad and Anne 
of Green Gables.  Anne and I picked apples, and 
snapped beans, and I rode with Anne down “the great 
white way,”  We’re not doing much bean-snapping 
any more, in fact, we’re  winding down our gardening 
at SPGA.  You have all helped make this “a summer 
for the books” at SPGA, for sure!  

• In Garden Education presentations we learned 
about ornamental grasses, and learned how to 
be good seed savers.

• The Victory Garden had a record harvest and 
enjoyed handing it out to those in need in our 
community.  Way to go Ed and all the Victory 
Garden worker bees!

• Our last “Music in the Garden” was a 
wonderful evening of some really cool jazz that 
ended on a soggy, but sweet note.  Those who 
braved the rain discovered that the Wingert 
Tossey Pavilion has some amazing acoustics.

• Another successful plant sale occurred before 
the General Meeting and Loretta and crew did 
an awesome job of clearing out most of the 
inventory.

• Drew led us in another Tool Sharpening 
Workshop.  We all feel much sharper, now.

• Pots are all scrubbed and ready for next 
Spring!  Thanks to Theresa and all those who 
braved the very chilly morning.

• And, we are still basking in the afterglow of the 
awards we won at the Master Gardener State 
Conference.  Congratulations, everyone!

I’d like to close by thanking all of you for the 
personal/emotional support you gave me this month.  
I could never have gotten through such a loss without 
my MGV family!

Power to the Plants!
Deb Brugger
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Pink peony in our peony beds this 
past spring. Picture from Wendy May.

October
1st Susie Broidy
3rd Leslie Edmunds
7th Judy Niggemeyer
9th Edith Newell-Perley
12th Joyce Brenneman
15th Susan Miller
18th Ed Wozniak
26th Robert Russell
28th Carolyn Schreck
31st Natheta Mercer
31st Ruth Ann Rahim

Upcoming SPGA Committee 
Meeting
SPGA Accessories Committee Meeting
This is NOT a meeting to discuss jewelry or earrings!  
It’s a meeting to finalize the types of benches, tables, 
etc. that we will be purchasing for SPGA in 2023.  
I have several catalogues that we can browse to 
determine the style, how much to charge for naming 
a bench, etc.  Please join us on October 24, 2022, 
from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. in the large conference room at 
OSUE.
The Accessories Committee is a subcommittee of the 
SPGA committee.  The responsibility is to determine 
items that will enhance the gardens such as trash 
cans, benches, etc.

SPGA Donations Acceptance Policy
We have a pretty good draft established for this 

policy.  We will meet on October 17, 2022 at 10:00 – 
noon at the SPGA Clubhouse.  Please be prepared to 
review the policy and prepare a final draft to present 
to the SPGA committee.  Anyone who is interested in 
serving on this committee is invited to attend.  

This committee establishes the protocol for 
donations as well as how to recognize the donations. 
Pam

2022 Hours Due  
September 30, 2022!!!!

Because many are still having challenges with 
Hands on Connect and we are planning on more 
training in OCT-DEC, Beth and I have made the 
decision to collect a lump sum of hours (volunteer 
and CE’s separate) to prepare for the Recognition 
Celebration on October 31, 2022.  

To make this easy, please go to this link:  http://
go.osu.edu/2022hours and enter your name, date 
entering information, your MGV total volunteer hours 
to this date, and your MGV CE hours to this date.

Please note, we will be asking you to enter your 
hours officially in HoC once we get everyone trained 
and comfortable with the system.  However, to 
prepare for the Recognition Celebration, we need 
your hours now!

Please note also, if you are comfortable with HoC, 
you can enter your hours and we will pull them from 
there – but don’t enter them in both places.  Just 
enter then once.

And remember, Interns are required to complete 50 
hours of service and certified MGVs are required to 
complete 25 hours.  Interns don’t have to complete 
CE hours – you completed your training this past 
winter.  Certified MGVs must complete 10 CE hours.  
That said, if you don’t have the hours completed by 
the end of September, no worries, you have until the 
end of this year.  You won’t be formally recognized at 
the event but once your hours are complete, you will 
be set for next year.  If you have questions, please 
ask Beth as she will be able to help clarify.  

Pam
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Committee Reports
VICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE

The 2022 Victory Garden is history with a total 
of 8200 pounds of vegetables donated to Second 
Harvest.  The amount is comparable to previous 
years with the total falling off somewhat because of 
wind damage to the sweet corn.  We want to thank 
everyone for the time they commited to the garden 
especially some of the newer people who were a big 
help.  As in the past on a designated day we gave 
out fresh produce at the food bank site to the citizens 
of Springfield.  A special thanks goes out to Theresa 
Gregory for all the vegetables she donated from 
her garden. Also we want to thank Clem Farms for 
a garden area they provided us to supplement our 
production. Again thank you all for your assistance.  
Drew Titone, Mark Finnegan, Ed Wozniak

LWN Garden’s new pergola almost finished.

LANDSCAPE wITH NATURE 
COMMITTEE 

The Master Gardener Volunteers at LWN were 
pleased to host a ‘Monarch Tagging’ afternoon 
sponsored by National Trail Parks and Recreation 
on Saturday, September 17th. The Butterfly Buffet 
and Honey Bee Haven gardens offered at least half a 
dozen monarchs for catching but alas not one of the 
netters delivered a catch. Fortunately, Ruth Bowell a 
local citizen scientist and Monarch specialist brought 
a recently emerged male monarch butterfly to tag 
and release. In the last two weeks of September 
monarchs in Ohio are on a 2,000 mile return journey 
to their birthplace in Mexico. 

The two dozen attendees at the tagging had an 
excellent demonstration from Ruth on the tagging 
and release process and a wonderful lesson on the 
need to perpetuate monarch migration in Ohio by 
planting milkweed host plants. A beautiful monarch 
caterpillar was available for inspection in the Monarch 
Waystation garden and Donna Meister exhibited a 
butterfly host plant collection and discussion for the 
attendees. 

We had beautiful weather and the gardens were in 
good shape thanks to edging and mulch spreading 
efforts by the LWN committee and brief visit from 
a local Leadership Corps team earlier in the week.  
LWN continues to make progress on the pergola 
construction. We have cut out all the pieces to 
Shonil’s design and Donna and Jani have been busy 
painting parts. Drew Titone, Tom Davidson, Mark 
Finnegan and Shonil Datta poured the foundation 
and assembly day arrived.
Tom Davidson, Donna Meister, Jani Malowney 
Co-Chairs LWN

MGV RECOGNITION BANqUET

Let’s Celebrate!
The  Annual Recognition Banquet will be Monday, 

October 31 at Courtyard by Marriott in Springfield.  
Master Gardener Volunteers are invited to come and 
enjoy the vintage Halloween fun, and recognize many 
amazing MGV milestones for 2022.  

This year we are challenging MGVs to bring a 
carved pumpkin for a “Best of Show”.   Costumes 
are encouraged, but not required.   You and a guest 
if you wish, are welcome to join in the fun and 
celebrate.   MGV dinners are complimentary, guests 
are $40.00.  If you have a reservation and find you 
cannot attend, please send regrets by Thursday, 
October 27 or you will be responsible for the payment 
of your meal and any guest(s) meal(s).  RSVP’s 
will be due by Friday, October 21 to Kim Bachman, 
gkbach20@gmail.com.  You may watch your mail for 
your official invitation... don’t be afraid to come.  
Boo-ha-ha!  

Kim Bachman
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MGVs at the Cancer Center Holiday Swag  
Project 2017.

HOLIDAY SwAG PROjECT/ 
CANCER CENTER

Each year our talented MGV’s make stunning, 
fresh greenery door swags for patients who have 
appointments on distribution day at the Mercy Health 
Cancer Center in early December. 

Watch your email and the November Blades & 
Blooms for further details.

Tentative dates: 
•	 Greenery cutting at various locations: last 

week of November or early December
•	 Assembly at location TBA: Wednesday, 

December 7: 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (sign up 
will be required due to limited space) 

•	 Distribution at the Cancer Center: Thursday, 
December 8: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (sign up 
will be required)

Members of the Swag committee also decorate 
outdoor containers at the SPGA clubhouse. 

Sign up for this “opportunity” on HOC or call, text, 
or email Wendy May at (937) 561-1191; mays1918@
gmail.com 
Thank you in advance,  
Holiday Swag planning team: Karen Titone, Judy and 
Mark Finnegan, Deb Brugger, and Wendy May

Holiday Swag Supplies Needed
Due to your generous donations, our supplies of 
artificial ornaments (balls, ornaments, and ribbon) 
are plentiful. As you put your “beds to bed” look for 
unique items which could embellish our swags--
unique pinecones, seed pods, sturdy grasses, and 
dried flowers. Bring them to the November general 
meeting or to the workshop on December 7.

An example of natural items that can be used in a 
decorative Christmas swag.

Thank you from Laura Foley
Dear Master Gardener Family,

Thank you all from the bottom of my 
heart for all the many cards, prayers, 
and well wishes that I have received 
since my hospitalization with Pneumonia 
in July; and my husband’s diagnosis of 
Parkinsonism with dementia. This year 
has been a very trying time for us, as I am 
recovering my strength, and also dealing 
with Pat’s ongoing problem.  However, all 
of your prayers and good thoughts worked 
wonders for me, and I’m doing, and feeling 
so much better.  A great big thank you 
to Jan O’Neill who has spent countless 
hours watering and weeding in my garden, 
keeping it alive!

It’s wonderful to have such a caring 
and giving Master Gardener Family.  I 
love you all and hope to see you at this 
Wednesday’s meeting.
Sincerely,  Laura Foley
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MGVs at the Altrusa  
Spelling Bee

Team Pollinators represented the Master Gardener 
Volunteers of Clark County well at the Altrusa 
Spelling Bee on September 27th.  The mighty team 
of Rita Lane, Jack May and Jill Pfister represented us 
well.  Unfortunately, the odd little word muumuu was 
their downfall, but we did bring home the Team Spirit 
Award, won by our MGV cheer squad extraordinaire!  
We are so proud of our team!

Swallowtail caterpiller 
snacking on a dill plant.

Team Pollinators: Jack May, Rita Lane and Jill 
Pfister.

EARLY OHIO SETTLERS GARDEN 
COMMITTEE 

After showing off in fine razzle dazzle form for 
SPGA Jubilee 2022, The Early Ohio Settler’s Garden 
settled down to finish out the summer. We continued 
to remove ragged or finished vegetation that comes 
with the seasonal cycle.

During the past month, we added incrementally 
to the Victory Garden’s big harvesting efforts for the 
food bank. Our three apple trees attracted unwanted 
deer attention, probably revenge for getting kicked 
out of the garden with water sprayers. New caging, 
however, seems to be working, and we are seeing 
new growth on the extremely “pruned” twig ends that 
Rudoph’s cousins performed.

We have benches, a buckboard wagon, a pump, 
and an outhouse, plus a bountiful garden. Life is 
good.

The four legs of the chair: Peggy Shank, Judy and 
Mark Finnegan, Kim Bachman

Cindy Valente working in the 
EOSG.

Vicky Ross also working in the 
EOSG.
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THE HARVEST’S CLOSE
Have you cut the oats in the browning field,
The wheat and corn with their golden yield?

The fields are shorn of the waving wheat,
The corn is cut and gathered in; 

The barley and the measures of rye
We’ve safely stored away in the bin.

Have you garnered the garden’s full supply,
And for winter’s use laid it prudently by?

We’ve gathered the garden’s lavish yield,
Beans, carrots and beets of ruddy glow,

And housed them diligently away,
Protected from the winter’s frost and snow.

Have you picked the nuts from the branches tall,
And the purple grapes from the vines of fall?

We’ve gleaned the treasures of hill and vale,
The trees we’ve raided to the top;
And laid away a generous share
Of corn the children love to pop.

The fruits of the orchards are bending low,
Are they plucked before the rough winds blow?

The rosy apples from the bough,
The plums, the peach and the tempting pear,

We have sheltered from the north wind’s breath,
And hoarded them away with care.

Our harvests are gathered from shore to shore,
The bins are all filled and running over.

Since autumn’s bounties are garnered in,
And prudently stored away,

From east to west let the nation keep
A joyous harvest day.

~~ Marie Irish

Gatherings about Gardens 
“October is not only a beautiful month but marks the 
precious yet fleeting overlap of hockey, baseball, 
basketball and football.” ~~Jason Love

“Oh, hazy month of glowing trees, --
And colors rich to charm our eyes!
Yet—not less fair than of these
Are Mother’s fragrant pumpkin pies.”
~~Louise Bennett Weaver

“Even if something is left undone, everyone must 
take time to sit still and watch the leaves turn.” 
~~Elizabeth Lawrence

“Harvest home, harvest home!
We’ve plowed, we’ve sowed
We’ve reaped, we’ve mowed
And brought safe home 
Every load.” ~~Unknown

“October was a beautiful month at Green Gables, 
when the birches in the hollow turned as golden as 
sunshine and the maples behind the orchard were 
royal crimson and the wild cherry trees along the lane 
put on the loveliest shades of dark red and bronzy 
green, while the fields sunned themselves in the 
aftermaths. Anne reveled in the world of color about 
her...’I’m so glad I live in a world where there are 
Octobers. It would be terrible if we just skipped from 
September to November, wouldn’t it?...”
Lucy Maud Montgomery in Anne of Green Gables 
1908

“The mug of cider simmered slow,
The apples sputtered in a row,
And, close at hand, the basket stood
With nuts from brown October’s wood.”
~~John Greenleaf Whittier

Gatherings about Gardens cont. on pg.9
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shimmied and swayed, “I’m a leaf!  I’m a stick!  Don’t 
mind me!”  I picked it up and took it to the Loblolly 
Pine garden and put it on my nascent cosmos.  It 
spent the entire summer on that plant, growing along 
with it.  I loved finding it hidden in the greenery, a 
perfect match to the stems and leaves of the cosmos.  
By the end of the summer, it was six inches long, fat 
and happy.

There were other blessings that summer.  The 
mud puddle that was our backyard turned out to 
be an excellent puddling station for the butterflies.  
It was nothing to walk outside and see dozens of 
blue spring azure butterflies gathered in a party, or 

a dozen Red-spotted Purples, or 
Common Buckeyes.  We get a lot of 
butterflies here, but nothing like that 
summer of mud.

The most enduring blessing is 
the Loblolly Pine.  Thirty years 
ago, we lived next door when the 
farmer who owned our farm planted 
the Loblolly Pine.  A neighbor had 
decided to plant pine trees and had 
filled 20 acres with little saplings.  
He gave a couple extras to the 
farmer.  The Loblolly Pine is the 
only tree that survived from that 
effort, including the 20 acres.  We 
watched it grown from a tiny sapling 
to the tree it is today.  

The Loblolly Pine sits too close to 
our new house.  When the builder 
got stared, he wanted to take it 
down.  Of course, we couldn’t 
do that.  He assured us that the 
Loblolly Pine would not make it, it 
would be dead within three years.  

We told him to let it grow.  It has shaded cattle, and 
sheltered toads.  It birthed our first flower garden, 
houses our bird feeders.  It shades the deck we now 
have.  

Over the course of the Loblolly’s life, it has lost 
many bottom branches as it journeys toward the sun.  
It doesn’t seem to care about that anymore than it 
cares about what the builder said.  I like the lessons 
it teaches:  don’t listen to the naysayers, help where 
you can, be a good friend, and always, keep growing.

Happy Gardening, 
Susan Miller

Backyard News
It’s late September, summer is gone and Husband 

Tom and I have closed out our third growing season 
in our new house and yard.  We’ve gardened here 
for three years, but we’ve actually lived here for four 
years.  

We moved into the house in late spring in 2018.  I 
was brimming with garden plans and couldn’t wait 
to get started with planting.  There was only one 
problem: rain.  In 2018 it rained and it rained and it 
rained.  We got 54 inches of rain that year, a far cry 
from the 36 inches we usually average.   54 inches!  
And not gentle showers with dry 
spells in between.  We had hard, 
beating rains coming down all the 
time.  We wanted to build a deck 
and plant grass and vegetables 
and flowers.  The birds, the bees 
and butterflies, they all needed our 
offerings!  Mother Nature did not 
agree.

If you’ve met Husband Tom you 
know he is a pretty handy guy.  Tom 
resolved to put some spare chunks 
of concrete behind the back door 
so we could sit outside any chance 
we got.  I know.  Who has spare 
chunks of concrete?  Well, we tore 
down two buildings and moved a 
barn to make way for the house.  
Tom kept some of the concrete 
flooring.  It sure came in handy that 
rainy summer.  We plopped two 
chairs and an umbrella table on that 
concrete and sat outside when we 
could, dreaming of better weather to 
come.  

That summer was like living in a mud puddle.  
Behind the house stood a Loblolly pine tree. I planted 
some annual seeds around it.  They got washed 
away by the rain.  I found some rocks and made a 
small circle around the tree.  I planted annual seeds 
again, and put out a few pots with plants.  This time 
the garden took.  Soon I had Cosmos and Zinnias, 
Petunias and Alyssum, a pot of Cheyenne Spirit 
Cone Flowers.  I think those plants saved me that 
year.  I had a little bed to nurture and inspire.

We have Praying Mantis insects in our yard.  That 
year I found a little one, maybe an inch long, on my 
new front porch.  I guess when threatened baby 
Praying Mantises rock back and forth.  That little bug 

Last flowers of the season around 
the Loblolly Pine.
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Gatherings about Gardens cont. from pg.7
This next story is dedicated to Ed Wozniak, our Clark 
County Master Gardener “GARLIC GURU”! Early 
every fall, Ed provides our entire group with seed 
garlic from his own garden. He has dug, dried the 
bulbs of mud, and offered them to anyone who wants 
their own spring crop of garlic. He also offers wise 
knowledge of when to plant and when to harvest. 
A heartfelt thank you to Ed, who in the true spirit of 
Master Gardening, humbly gives to all of us!

ELECTION DAY GARLIC 
By Liz Joseph in GreenPrints

The forecast predicted perfect working weather: 
a high of 70 degrees, partly cloudy, a slight breeze, 
one of those rare days in late Fall when the warmth 
from a Summer gone by resurfaces and lingers at the 
doorway one more time. Smoke from the neighbor’s 
wood furnace drifted in the air and mixed with spent 
leaves and overripe apple drops. It was Election 
Day. And for me, like every first Tuesday following a 
Monday in November for the past seven seasons, it 
was also Garlic Planting Day.

Garlic is unique: a crop sown in the Fall of the 
previous season, October or early November for 
farmers here in New England. Election Day garlic 
became a ritual for me well before I learned that the 
timing of American elections is tied to our country’s 
agrarian past. We chose to vote in November because 
it didn’t interfere with harvesting but is before Winter. 
We vote on a Tuesday because Sundays were for 
church, Mondays for traveling to polling locations, and 
Wednesdays were market day. However, it wasn’t 
the past that prompted Election Day garlic; it was the 
future. Seeds, like votes, embody possibility. Both are 
invitations to tend, select, and improve something over 
time. Both work in cycles.

Emily, one of my coworkers on the farm, and I sat 
on overturned milk crates, buckets of garlic between 
us, and broke open the bulbs to reveal creamy white 
cloves inside clay-colored skins. Garlic reproduces 
vegetatively, so each clove inside the bulb is the 
equivalent of a seed. We needed 1,680 of them to fill 
two beds 140 feet in length. The best bulbs from last 
year’s crop are used as the seeds.

With all the cloves separated, Emily and I knelt on 
opposite sides of the bed, a bucket of seed each by 
our side. The sun peeked through the clouds. I pulled 
my sun hat lower over my brow and gave a short 
lesson on garlic planting: make a hole, drop in the 
seed pointy side up, cover with soil, repeat. “Each 
seed is a vote,” I said. “Make’em count.”

I grabbed a handful of bulbs and tucked as many as 
I could into the ground in one pass, concentrating on 
speed and ignoring the lower back pain that seems to 

get a bit more pronounced each season. I settled into 
a rhythm, working from muscle memory, until Emily’s 
voice interrupted my focus.

“My first vote is for my kids.” My hand paused where 
it had been covering up the cloves. I sat back on my 
heels and looked at Emily. “I’m voting for their futures 
and their dreams,” she said, tucking a seed into the 
ground with the same tenderness I imagine she uses 
while tucking her kids into bed at night. 

Emily put another clove into the earth. “And with 
this seed I vote for education for everyone across the 
globe, especially women and girls.” She reached into 
the bucket, pulled another out, stuck it in the ground. 
“This one, for civil discourse.” And another. “And this 
one, for tolerance.”

I felt the sun warming my forearms. I had said each 
seed was a vote, but I’d meant it metaphorically. The 
power of Emily’s spoke votes transfixed me.  Emily 
smiled at me and waited. It was my turn.

“Well, it’s kinda obvious, but I vote for this field. It’s 
beautiful, resilient, abundant. We care for the land, the 
land cares for us.”

“To the field!” Emily raised her clove into the air, 
toasting. “To the field!” I echoed. “I will vote for all 
fields—and gardens, too,” she said, tucking a seed 
into the ground. “All over the planet.”

Together we moved down the row, planting and 
voting, our voices starting to blend together. For 
delicious, healthy food—for everyone. For a balance 
of economy with ecology. We called out our votes 
with increased confidence and vigor. For everyone to 
have a home. Echoes of “Mm-hmm” and “I’m voting 
for that, too!” followed this declaration or that one. For 
the animals we share the planet with. Seed after seed 
infused with our hopes. Sixteen hundred of them. At 
times, our hopes melded into our gratitude for what 
already was:

For family and friends. Microbes and music. 
Compost. Sun and rains. Poetry and kindness. 
Laughter.

At the end of the rows, we rose from our knees 
to spread straw bales over the beds to help protect 
the seeds during Winter. Finished, we stood back 
and admired the golden blanket. “Let’s hope they all 
come up,” I said. “They will,” she said. We stood there 
silently for a bit. “Now we wait,” I said, finally moving 
to put the tools back into the wheelbarrow. “Now we 
vote!” Emily replied.

As we went to do so, I thought of all those cloves 
we were leaving behind underground and how, after 
months in the cold and dark, they would press through 
the soil and stretch toward the sun.

Til next time, Judy Finnegan
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MGVs working hard to set the framing posts for the 
new pergola at the Landscape with Nature Garden.

MGV Vicky Ross hard at work in 
the Early Ohio Settlers Garden 

during one of their  biweekly 
garden work days.

MGVs Jerri Taylor, Marilyn Hinderer, Sandy Forstrom 
and Horticulture Program Asst. Beth Brooks at the 
Garden Education Ornamental Grasses program in 
the Springfield Foundation Feature Garden area of 
SPGA.

Pictures from the Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum

Community attendee at the the “Monarch Tagging” 
event sponsored by National Trail Parks and 
Recreation trying to net a Monarch butterfly. This 
event was held in the Landscape with Nature Garden 
at SPGA. 

Grass samples from the Ornamental 
Grasses program.
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More pictures from the Gardens

Springfield Foundation Feature Garden annual beds 
in full bloom with the Clubhouse perennial beds 
starting to shine in the background.

MGVs Mark Finnegan and Paul Mohler getting ready 
to lay out the 2022 Field Trial beds.

Many, many MGV turned out in their red t-shirts to welcome OSU President Kristina 
Johnson to the Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum in July. 

Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum during our 
2022 SPGA Jubilee.

MGVs and friends share lunch at the SPGA barn 
enclosure for Rich Pearson’s retirement party.



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, 
Clark County, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937.398.7600. The Master Gardener 
Advisor is Pam Bennett. http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-
blooms-newsletters
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  For more informa-
tion, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Don’t Forget
October 5th and 19th
SPGA Garden Clean up 

10:00 am to Noon

Don’t forget the 2022 Recognition banquet will  
be October 31st. Dress up and bring your best 
Jack-O-Lantern  Picture from 2021 banquet.


