





WHAT’S GROWING ON Pam’s Posies cont. from pg. 2

As always, | am grateful for our MGVs of Clark

County and all that you do. You are the reason we
Beth’s pictures of spring bulbs from SPGA gardens have such a great program.
and her home garden. Pam
Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener Volunteer
Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture
Ohio State University Extension

LUNCH AND LEARNS

Thanks to Jerri Taylor and the perennial school
for starting a new trend — Lunch and Learns for
our MGVs. The last two months have been fun
for me to be able to teach you! And you get
extra credit. So, why not do this more often,

particularly in years that we are not training a
new class. | don’t have topics for these but the
next couple of dates are March 24th and April
24th, 11:00 to noon. | will send out a zoom link
for these as well.

Join us!

Here | am again, thanking all of you for
the e-mails, cards, phone calls, flowers
and prayers. Your response to my fall
and bone break in Ecuador has been
amazing. | am getting better and stronger
every day.

The trip up until the fall was amazing-
becoming acquainted with a new bunch
of fellow Master Gardener Volunteers
was so much fun- such an amazing group
of talented, hard working, interesting
women.

The people of Ecuador we met were
hard working, friendly and kind people.
The country itself was beautiful. The
people of the Tandana Foundation were
great in helping during my whole ordeal.
Again, | can’t thank you all enough for
your outpouring of concern and love. |
am working hard to get back to gardening
and working with you all.

With love, gratitude and humility,
Natheta Mercer




COMMITTEE REPORTS
PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

We ended 2022 with some major accomplishments
- thousands of spring bulbs and 17 new Sweet Gums

were planted. We are looking forward to the amazing

spring show of the River of Daffodils and all the new
bulbs!

The Perennial Committee chairs have met several
times over the winter to get our 2023 plans ready
to go. We have additional plants for the gardens
planned, field trips and education programs to look
forward to and gorgeous new pots and art work for
the patio areas.

e Anew tree, a redbud “Flame Thrower” will be
going in on the south side of the patio

e New shrubs- Spirea “Double Play Doozie” will
be going into the Clubhouse

e A Hydrangea Class will be held on Saturday
June 24th from 9am-12pm. It will include a
classroom session and a tour of the SPGA
Hydrangea Garden and the 60 new hydrangeas
that were added to it last fall.

The Perennial Committee will also be hosting the
following field trips. All MGVs are invited!

¢ May 9th. A visit to Amherst Greenhouse which
is north of Huntsville in Logan County. Meet at
SPGA at 8 am, We will be carpooling.

¢ August 8th. A full day of Garden visits. Meeting

at SPGA at 8:30 am and will carpool. A 10 am
tour of the Marianist Environmental Education
Center (MEEC). Please look at their web site.
It sounds like a very interesting place with a
focus on native plants. It includes a wetlands,
woodlands, prairie, labyrinth, meditation
gardens and education center. After this

tour we will stop somewhere for

landscaping. They were the
2022 Shrub of the Year.

» Avariety of coneflowers will
be added.

e Jerri is working with a local
metal craftsman to create 2
pieces of art that will go on
the alcove walls - flowers and
a tree - for our “Gardens &
Arboretum” theme.

e Zinnias will be added to the
River of Daffodils to give
more excitement for when
the daylilies have finished
blooming

e The Springfield Foundation
Gardens improvements, that
will be coordinated with Diane
Catenacci, who is one of the original designers
of those beds, will be be focused on the design,
the plants, and the trees that need to be added.

e Gorgeous new pots have been selected for the
patio gardens from Jackson Cast Stone.

The Perennial Committee will also be hosting the
following education programs:

¢ A Pruning Class will be held Saturday March
25th from 9am-12pm. Rain/weather date will be
April 8th. Learn how to keep your shrubs and
trees looking their best.

¢ A Peony Class will be held Saturday May 20th
from 9am-12pm and will highlight our SPGA
Peony collection.

Flame Thrower® Redbud Tree
Cercis canadensis.

lunch and then head to Wegerzyn
Garden for a 2 pm tour of it. It is
an 88 acre site with both formal
gardens, a children’s garden and a
woodland walk.

e September 2nd. A trip to
“Bob’s Garden Fair” in Englewood.
Always a great day to wander Bob
liames beautiful home garden
where he hosts this event. It
includes many garden vendors
selling unique and unusual plants.
We will be carpooling from SPGA.

e October Fall day trip - TBA

If you have not signed up for the
Perennial Committee in Hands on
Connect, please do so if you would
like to receive our communications
and emails. Our next Perennial Committee meeting
is planned for March 7th, 10am -12pm in the large
conference room.

Our workdays have changed for 2023. We will
be working the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month
and are on the calendar. Our workdays will start on
April 11th and will be followed by a quick committee
meeting at SPGA. We will be sending out an email
prior to each workday about the time we will be
meeting depending on the weather.

Looking forward to a great year in the gardens!

Perennial Committee Chairs - Marilyn Hinderer,
Sandy Forstrom, Jerri Taylor



MITCHELL GREENHOUSE
COMMITTEE

The Mitchell greenhouse was cleaned on January
31st. Thank you to the volunteers that helped with
this task!
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Birthdays
Drew Titone
Lois O’Keefe
Dianne Champney
6  Stefan Broidy

16  Linda Butler

18  Shonil Datta

19 Sally Day

21  Robert Harley

25 Wendy May

% % ¥

* % % K % % %

$ % ¥ %

Sowing of All-America Selections (AAS) seeds
began on February 14th. Tuesday and Thursdays
are Mitchell greenhouse workdays. Select ‘Projects’
in HOC for Mitchell Greenhouse to see available
volunteer times.

The Mitchell Greenhouse chairs, >

Linda McCann, Rosalind Soles, Karen Parsons, and = = — —
Theresa Gregory More work in the greenhouse. Top: Janet Heater

planting seed in a seed tray. Bottom: Rosalind Soles
watching Janet O’Neill plant seeds.




LANDSCAPE WITH NATURE
COMMITTEE

PLANT KEYSTONE NATIVE PLANTS FOR
MAXIMUM BIODIVERSITY

“Garden as If Life Depended on it.”
2009

Since Doug Tallamy published, “Bringing Nature
Home” in 2007, he has developed two free online
tools to enhance effectiveness of native plant
selection for home use. The first tool (in collaboration
with the National Wildlife Federation) is the use of
Keystone Plants. Keystone plants are native plants
critical to the food web and are necessary for many
wild life species to successfully complete their life
cycle. Without keystone plants in the landscape,
butterflies, native bees, spiders, and most insects
will not survive. As insects have declined, bird
populations also are declining.

Doug Tallamy

To search for Ohio keystone plants you can go
to: www.nwf.org/keystoneplants. Select Eastern
Temperate Forest ( Ecoregion 8) which includes
Ohio. You can print a two-page document listing
keystone plants. | was anxious to discover how
many keystone plants we have already planted in
the Great Plants, Great Networks demonstration
garden at SPGA. Turns out only 4 Keystone Genus
are currently planted: Goldenrod, Aster, Ironweed
and Coneflower. The other 6 plants are still great
choices.

Great Plants, Great Networks

NATIVE KEYSTONE PLANTS ‘

Virginia mountainmint Milkweed

Ascloplas spp.

hlﬁownnmd Blue wild indigo
‘Solidago spp Boptisia austais
| Purple coneflower
D New England a
Srmphyemias noe Dww e
QPowwy ronwecd Wild bergamot
| varn: Monarda fistuiosa

Foxglove beardtongue
Penstomon digitalis

A second native plant search tool from Doug
Tallamy and NWF uses your zip code. Go to www.
nwf.org/nativeplantfinder and enter your zip code.
This enables researching more specific plant species,
and exploration of additional information about each
plant and the insects they benefit. The plant finder
is a work in progress and does not include some
additional Genus such as Monarda, Asclepias, and
Coreopsis that should be planted in Ohio to support
migrating monarchs. Some additional non-keystone

native species identified by the native plant finder
should do well in our area. The plants include: joe-
pye weed, sunflowers, violets, Rudbeckia, Geranium,
Hibiscus, Hypericum and strawberry.

For a final source of native plants for your
landscape, | highly recommend you watch a recent
YouTube video by Shana Byrd (Senior Director of
Science and Conservation at Dawes Arboretum). Do
a search for “Shana Byrd Pocket Garden YouTube”.
Watch the complete video; try her planting advice,
and consider some of the plants in her garden for
inclusion in your back-to-nature projects.

Heptacodium
miconiodes
Seven-Sons shrub
transplanted

from Springfield
Foundation Feature
Garden bed to LWN
Garden.

GRINS AND GROANS from Judy

How can you tell if a potato is not from Ireland? When it's a
French fry.

What do you call a leprechaun who broke the law? A lepre-
con!

Do leprechauns make good secretaries? Sure, they're great
at shorthand.

Why shouldn’t you borrow money from a leprechaun?
Because they're always a little short.

What happens if a leprechaun falls into the ocean? He gets
wet, of course.

How should you greet someone on March 177 Irish you a
happy St. Patrick’s Day!

And an Irish blessing for all Master Gardeners:

May love and laughter light your days and warm your heart
and home.

May good and faithful friends be yours wherever you may
roam.

May peace and plenty bless your world with joy that long
endures.

May all lives passing seasons bring the best to you and
yours




Backyard News

Hasn’t the winter been crazy this year? It hasn’t
even felt like winter, more like an endless early
spring, with short occasional visits from winter.
That’'s why on Super Bowl Weekend, February 12th,
Husband Tom and | found ourselves outside sowing
some winter grass seed.

When we built our house a few years ago we
installed geothermal heating and cooling. The trench
lines in the front yard that
were part of the installation
have settled a lot, so much
so that when | mow it feels
like the teeth in my head
and the vertebrae in my
spine rearrange themselves.
Thus, we decided to add
some soil to the trenches
and throw down some grass
seed.

Tom would man our
tractor and | would man
our mini truck. Tom'’s first
step was to head to the
wetland and mix together
some soil and compost.
We have dwindling piles of
both. While he was doing
that, | decided to check on
the pawpaw trees (Asimina
triloba) we started from
seed a few years ago and planted in the wetland. My
friend Kim gave us some pawpaw fruit and told us
to plant the seeds for trees. She instructed us to be
extra patient since pawpaws put a lot of work below
the ground before they make an appearance above
the ground. We planted the seeds in pots in 2019
or 2020. By the end of June
the following year | had run
out of patience. | was sure
the seeds had failed. Tom,
always more patient, told me
to cool my jets. It's a good
thing he did, because a month
later those little trees finally
poked through the soil.

Susan Dumping soil.
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Pawpaws are native to
Ohio. They are a nice
understory tree that grows 15

into thickets. They have big

Zebra Swallowtail.
droopy leaves and produce
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a fruit that tastes like a cross between banana and
mango. They like rich, moist soil and often grow near
water. Importantly, this tree is the only host plant for
the zebra swallowtail butterfly, possibly the prettiest
butterfly Ohio has to offer. Those are lots of good
reasons to grow pawpaw trees.

After Tom and | loaded up the soil, we headed to
the front yard. | dumped the soil and Tom smoothed
it with the tractor bucket. While he did that, |
checked on another tree. About the time | started
the pawpaws a friend gave me a tulip
poplar (liriodendron tulipifera). When
| planted it a few years ago it couldn’t
have been taller than 12 to 18 inches.
Look at it now! It must be 9 feet tall! |
know they are fast growing trees, but
holy Pete! This spot in my front yard
must be the best spot on the entire
planet for a tulip poplar. | love this
tree. | love how tall they get — 80 to
120 feet! | love their beautiful tulip
shaped leaves and | love that they are
| a host plant for at least 18 kinds of
butterflies and moths.

Tom and | made a few more trips
for soil and then called it a day.
Gardening in February in Ohio? Ill
take it!

Happy Gardening!
Susan Miller

&

-~

DA
Perfect home for tulip tree and me.



alba Calonyction) costing less
than $5 can translate into as
much as $50 in earnings for the
group. The profits are similar for
other seedlings: small investment,
large payoff. In addition to
making money for replanting and
renovating the town gardens, we
get to talk with the customers
every year. Sharing our love of
gardening and knowledge with others is a priceless
extra benefit from that little packet of seeds.

Gatherings about Gardens

A PACKET OF SEEDS by Louisa
Fordyce excerpted from GreenPrints
Winter 2021

So- much... from so- littlel w3

w
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What does a packet of seeds mean = - ]
to you? For me, they first meant going x
door-to-door in my neighborhood,
selling seeds as a fundraiser for my
third-grade class. | don’t remember what we sold,
how much to seeds cost, or what the money was for.

But | remember the colorful packages and wishing _ What does a packet of seeds mean to you? To me,

that | could grow the flowers and vegetables pictured it means flowers, fruits, vegetables, accomplishment,

on them. My family wasn't interested in gardening, shared knowledge, camaraderie—and a few dollars

however. for a good cause. That is quite a return for a small
investment.

As soon as | grew older and got my own home,
| put packets of seeds on my shopping list every
Spring. To this day, | still scour the grocery store
racks and visit local greenhouses to find old
standards and try new varieties. | love putting a
hard-coated seed into the ground or a starter pot DEAR MARCH—COME IN—
and waiting in anticipation to see its first hint of green
appear. It takes longer to see the fruits of my labors
than when | buy started plants, but there is great
satisfaction in eating tomatoes and cucumbers sowed
by my own hand. Watching annuals such as zinnias
and nasturtiums that | started burst into blooms never
ceases to amaze and please me. It is also exciting
to try new plants—like loufa gourds (Cucurbita
cylindrica Luffa) | hope will one day dry into scrubbing
sponges. Will | be successful in getting cup and
saucer vine (Cobaea scandens) to propagate this
time? That one is always a challenge.

----Doesn’t the above story just scream Master
Gardener? | would love to be a friend of the author!

Dear March—Come in—
How glad | am—
| hoped for you before—
Put down your Hat—
You must have walked—
How out of Breath you are—
Dear March, how are you, and the Rest—
Did you leave Nature well—
Oh March, Come right upstairs with me—

| got your Letter, and the Birds—
The Maples never knew that you were coming—

Through the years, packets of seeds have taken | declare — how Red their Faces grew—
on additional meanings. My gardening friends and | But March, forgive me—
start a variety of different plants each year and share And all those Hills you left for me to Hue—
seedlings. Some of the plants reseed and when | There was no Purple suitable—
see new sprouts emerge the following year, | always You took it all with you—

make the connection with the giver. “Look,” | cry,
“the Aztec nicotiana that Joyce started. | can’t wait to
smell its flowers.” Or: “Here’s the cosmos that Sue
gave me. How nice to see it again this year.” Some
of the plants started from seeds are perennials, such
as rudbeckia and monarda, and when they can be

divided, they are shared with more friends. The cycle
continues. As soon as you have come

That blames is just as dear as Praise
And Praise as mere as Blame—

Who knocks? That April—
Lock the Door—
I will not be pursued—
He stayed away a Year to call
When | am occupied—
But trifles look so trivial

In recent years, | became involved with a volunteer
gardening group that maintains the public flowerbeds
here in Saltsburg, PA. Each year, we sponsor a ~~Emily Dickinson (1830-1886)
fundraiser in which members sell perennials potted
from their gardens and also plants started from seed.

Til t time, Judy Fi
A simple packet of 25 moonflower seeds (Ipomoea ! hextfime, Judy Finnegan



COLLEGE of FOOD, AGRICULTURAL, and ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Master Gardener Volunteer
Plant Sale

Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum
1900 Park Street, Springfield, OH 45504

Proceeds benefit Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum
Clark County Master Gardener Volunteers

May 6, 2023
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Open until everything is sold or 2:00 p.m.

—--—-%-——-—G
. Perennials, Annuals, Herbs, Natives,
Vegetables, Shrubs, Trees, Ferns and Grasses

« Barn Sale: Garden Art, Accessories, and Books

| |
E I. To learn about all garden events

scan this QR Code or visit us at
E https://go.osu.edu/CVRC

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY o
EXTENSION clark.osu.edu

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit
cfaesdiversty.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

EXTENSION

Ohio State University Extension
Clark County

3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505

March Garden
Clean Ups are
March 1 and 15"
9am-12 pm

Marsh marigolds and skunk cabbage at Siebenthaler
Fen in Beavercreek. Pictures from Theresa Gregory.

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension,
Clark County, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937.398.7600. The Master Gardener
Advisor is Pam Bennett. http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-
blooms-newsletters

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.




