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Mark Your Calendar
HELPLINE All week, every week
3 9-12 Garden clean up
4	 Independence	Day	Office	Closed	
8 9-12 Early OH Settlers workday 
 9-12 Utzinger workday
10 4:45 Perennial Committee Mtg. 
 5:30 Social Hour 
 6:15 General Meeting @ SPGA clubhouse
11 9-11 Wildflower Walk @MRGNP 
 9-12 Garden of Eatin’ workday 
 1-3 SPGA Committee @SPGA  
  clubhouse
12 9:30-11:30 Fair Flower Show Cmte, Rm 209 
  
13 10-12 Pruning Perennials@ SPGA
16 9-12 Fair Flower Bed clean up

18 9-12 Garden of Eatin’ workday
 5-done FFS set up @ Arts/Craft Bldg. 
  Fairgrounds 
19 5-9 pm FFS check @ Arts/Craft Bldg. 
  Fairgrounds
19-26 Clark County Fair
20  B&B articles due 
22 9-12 Utzinger workday 
 9-12 Early OH Settlers workday
24 10-12 Fundraising OSUE large conf rm
25 9-12 Garden of Eatin’ workday 
 1-3 Jubilee Cmte @ SPGA clubhouse
27 8:30-11 FFS clean up @ Arts/Craft Bldg 
  Fairgrounds
29 9-12 Early OH Settlers workday
31 9-12 Garden clean up 
  (early prep for SPGA Jubilee)
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Pam’s Posies
Dear Master Gardener Volunteers;

Exciting things are happening at Snyder Park 
Gardens and Arboretum!  People are talking 
about this incredible location and saying great 
things.  Keep up the great work!  We have a lot 
to accomplish in the future but our future is really 
bright!  In fact, it’s so bright, we have to wear 
sunglasses!

We are still in line for the irrigation project to 
happen this summer and we are on target for 
the pavilion starting sometime in the mid- to late 
summer.  The gardens are looking spectacular 
as we head into our largest event, SPGA Jubilee.  
The committee is working hard to make this one 
even better than the last.  

That’s one of the things that I admire about 
MGVs of Clark County.  We continually strive to 
make things better.  We look for projects, pro-
grams, and ideas that will increase the quality 
of life in the community.  After recently attending 
the International Master Gardener Conference 
and seeing the awards program, we are right up 
there with all of the other MGV programs.  I am 
always so grateful for all of the hard work that 
each and every one of you give to OSU Exten-
sion.

By the way, we had a great contingency at the 
International Conference!  Thanks to all of you 
who attended and were treated to some of the 
best gardens in the world.  I know that each of 
you came back with ideas that we can use in our 
gardens.  Please let Rich and I know about these 
ideas.  The sky is the limit with ideas.  Of course, 
money might be a limiting factor but we will do 
what we can.  

I learned from one of the researchers at Long-
wood Gardens that they recently completed a 
total redesign of the fountains that were installed 
by Pierre S. du Pont in the 1920’s.  The cost of 
this redesign, which by the way was completely 
updated by technology and tunnels under the 
fountains to control the fountains and irrigations, 
was only 96 million.  A little more than we might 

President’s	Message
Advertent - giving attention. heedful. attentive 
- (often followed by `to’) giving care or atten-
tion; “attentive to details.”  
Doesn’t that sound like Master Gardeners of 
Clark County?

Thank you to everyone who participated in 
the work going on at SPGA. It’s really shaping 
up and the gardens are looking gorgeous. The 
trellis at the clubhouse is a showstopper all it’s 
own. Hopefully, you have noticed the changes 
going on by the barn. Some tree stumps have 
been pushed over toward the railroad tracks, 
the mulch pile has been moved. It has just plain 
been cleaned up. Rich has had a lot of help 
getting things cleared out and moved. Soon 
there will be a fence over by the barn to keep 
Master Garden Volunteers’ items protected. 
Thanks to the BOYAC group for building the 
fence. 

SEEDS is heading up the project endeavor, 
Inside Out, taking place in the courtyards at 
Keifer Junior High, 501 South Wittenberg Ave. 
every Thursday at 6 p.m.  Just like all projects 
Master Gardener Volunteers do, they are looking 
forward to help. Stop by sometime just to see 
what is taking place. I heard there is a great chef 
there making dinner.
“Dreams are the seeds of change. Nothing ever  
grows without a seed, and nothing ever changes  

a dream without a dream.” 
Debbie Boone

Fabenne Brandenburg, President

Pam’s	Posies  cont. on pg. 3
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Jo’s	Notes:

Pam’s	Posies  cont. from pg. 2

spend but hey, we don’t have an endowment left 
by Pierre!  Just dreaming.

I appreciate all of you asking about my grandba-
bies!  It’s so much fun sharing stories and hear-
ing stories about your grandchildren.  Being a 
grandparent is my superpower!  I love it!

Have a wonderful summer, despite the rain.  My 
vegetable garden is pitiful.  My perennial garden 
is worse – nothing but weeds.

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett 
State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

RICH’S	REMARKS
Greetings Master Gardener Volunteers!  Wow!  

Already time for another edition of Blades and 
Blooms!  Time seems to fly by and projects and 
events with it.  

Since our last edition we have received 3 trucks 
full of salvaged bricks for the walk at the Early 
Ohio Settlers Garden; 10 pound bricks, that MGV’s 
descended on like a swarm and cleaned, and sorted, 
and stacked neatly and orderly on pallets.  Peggy 
can tell you exactly how many!  I was truly amazed at 
how quickly 3 lines of volunteers formed into a rapid 
fire brick stacking machine!  Great job!  

Another Garden Clean-up arrived and the “Swarm” 
arrived and then left behind an amazing weed free, 
around the Clubhouse area.  I was proud to host an 
Ohio Chapter International Society of Arboriculture 
(ISA) “Tailgating with Trees” program with the site 
looking so great.  We had many green industry 
professionals onsite at Snyder Park Gardens and 
Arboretum for the first time and I think they were very 
impressed.  

The Kiwanis Hollandia Childrens’ Garden was 
dedicated.  A large crowd was onsite for the 
ceremony and it happened on one of our few sunny 
weekends.  Since then, many visitors to that garden 
are arriving and having the opportunity to explore 
what we are doing in the other parts of Snyder Park.

We began a partnering with Inside Out, a program 
for at risk youth in the old Keifer Junior High School 
building.  Volunteers worked with several youth and 
staff to weed and clean up 2 walled courtyard garden 
areas on either side of the cafeteria.  One side will 
have a restored landscape garden and the other will 
feature a productive kitchen vegetable garden.  This 
project will provide opportunity for interested youth 
to accomplish installation and restoration of gardens, 
learn some gardening skills and feel a sense of 
accomplishment with lasting, functional gardens.

In between the raindrops; so many raindrops; the 
Field trials were planted and the “few, the proud, the 
willing to weed Adopt – A – Bed” crew have fought 
a valiant fight to keep the beds as weed free as 
possible.  We are planning one last sweep this week 
and pre-emergent herbicide treatment next week to 
hopefully keep things looking great.  (see page 8)
Field trial evaluations are underway, so those of you 
involved please continue.  Dennis recently “repaved” 
the mulch paths between the beds to make your 
evaluation experience as enjoyable as possible.  

Rich’s	Remarks  cont. on pg. 6

Thoughts and Prayers
Please keep our members and their families in your 
thoughts and prayers as they deal with continued 
health issues.

MGV Garden Tour Reminder  
Master Gardener Volunteer Garden Tour on June 
30, 2019, 6:00 to 9:00 (?) p.m.  More details on 
June’s B&B insert.  Questions call Connie Kersey 
937.667.5400.

SPGA Garden Tours
There are two garden tours scheduled in July.  July 
10 at 9:00 a.m. is Open Gate Garden Club from 
London, OH.  July 11 at 9:30 a.m. Shawnee Hills 
Garden Club.

Reminder
Please clean out your personal file folders in Kathy 
McConkey’s office in the 2 drawer file cabinet.  
Thank you.

Enjoy your summer!  
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Committee	Reports
PERENNIAL	COMMITTEE

Perennial Committee will lead a “Pruning Peren-
nials” workshop on Saturday, July 13, from10 a.m.-
noon at SPGA.  

This program is open to the public so by all means 
bring a friend!  MGVs can earn 2 CU hours.  It is 
hands-on, so wear your gardening clothes and bring 
your sharp and sterilized pruning tools to learn the 
many reasons why to prune your perennials as well 
as techniques for controlling floppy plants, keeping 
plants healthier, delaying bloom times, and more.  

Cost is $10 with registration on site, starting at the 
clubhouse porch.  Please come 15 minutes early to 
facilitate registration so we can start on time.

We have also established an “adopt a section” plan 
to stay on top of the weeding and clean up around 
the Clubhouse and including the “River of Daffodils, 
Daylilies and Grasses.  It’s becoming more and more 
important to keep our SPGA looking its best as we 
increase our public awareness and attendance.  

Kathy McConkey,  Dot Burkholder,  
Fabenne Brandenburg

GARDEN	OF	EATIN’	COMMITTEE
Please join us for The Garden of Eatin’ Greens 

Program on June 26 at 6:00 p.m. in the clubhouse.   
This program is an opportunity to learn about greens 
from the garden and ways to prepare them for meals.

Kathy Tutt from OSU Extension will conduct the 
program, which besides the recipes, will also inform 
on the nutritional value of the greens.

The Garden of Eatin’ weekly workdays will continue 
to be on Thursdays through July.  As usual, if it is 
raining, we will likely postpone until Friday.  Hope to 
see you all at the Garden of Eatin’ on Thursdays from 
9:00-11:00.

Team, thanks so much for your hard work!! 
Teresa Magill

HELPLINE	COMMITTEE
We have had about 43 phone calls for help in the 

gardens so far this season.  That is about 3 to 4 
phone calls a week.  A few weeks with no calls or 1 or 
2 calls.  Very slow.

We have a few weeks open in August and Sep-
tember for MGV to work Helpline at home.  If you are 
interested, call Rick McKinstry, 324-5344. 

We have the following MGVs to staff the Helpline at 
HOME in July.

THE WEEKS OF JULY

 June 30 to July 6 Mike Russell

 July 7 to July 13 Rosalind Soles

 July 14 to July 20 John Eichelberger 

 July 21 to July 27 Carrie Moore

 July 28 to Aug 3 Rick McKinstry

Thank you Mike, Rosalind, John, Carrie and Rick.

Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry

VICTORY	GARDEN	COMMITTEE
It’s amazing how much weeding Masters 

Gardener Volunteerss have done over the past 
two months.  The garden has never looked better 
with all the plants starting to mature and harvesting 
beginning about the time you’re reading this article. 
Volunteering has never been better with people 
showing up in some real wet conditions. We even 
had two people from Illinois show up to pull weeds. 
Drew Titone’s brother and his wife spent two hours 
cleaning out weeds in the flower bed and okra.  Yes 
that’s right, we now have flowers [zinnias, marigolds 
and sunflowers] that encircle the fence. It should look 
real colorful when they begin to bloom.

We have had several groups come to visit the 
garden during the month. National Trails and Parks 
summer school program came by with about 12 
preteens to tour the garden and planted seeds and 
plants in an area set aside for a children’s garden. 
They also planted a green bean in a container to 
take home and care for. The parks group also hosted 
“Wild about Wilderness” which included tours of 
our gardens.  Peggy Shank gave a very informative 
talk on the Early Ohio Settlers Garden and then we 
toured the Garden of Eatin’ and the Victory Garden.  
Lastly, a small garden club group from Centerville 
came by and viewed the garden.  Overall the garden 
is looking great and if you haven’t seen it stop by.

Ed Wozniak
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UTZINGER	GARDEN	COMMITTEE
Not only has it been raining in Springfield, Utzinger 

Memorial Garden has received buckets of rain also. 
We really could use your help in transforming our 
Garden for the Farm Science Review planned for 
September 17, 18 and 19, 2019. We are working 
on the 2nd and 4th Monday of July, August, and 
September. Lunch is provided. You will also discover 
a lot of laughter, fellowship, weeding practice, and 
education in a beautiful peaceful garden!

Marilyn, Donna and I could use your guidance and 
muscle for a Successful 2019 Utzinger Memorial 
Garden!
See you soon!
Your Tri Chairs, 
Marilyn Hinderer, Donna Myers, and Connie Mitchell

EARLY	OHIO	SETTLERS	COMMITTEE
The strawberries tasted divine, especially after 

several hours of weeding. It’s early, but the ever-
industrious worker bees (volunteers) spent time fine-
tuning our plants bursting out of the ground. They 
needed some sustenance.

We thinned the plants that were too crowded, 
rearranged plants in the rows that had too many 
here and not enough there, replanted spaces with 
big holes, tied up the big floppy plants, and caged 
the plants that were missing their leaves. Like other 
Snyder Park gardens, we are providing food for the 
adorable wildlife—groundhogs and deer, especially. 
Gee, the chicken wire cages thwart their dinner 
plans? What a shame.

Most of the plants are responding well to the 
constant rain. You can actually hear them growing if 
you stand in the middle of the garden and keep very, 
very quiet. I’m not kidding. Stop by and listen.

Peggy Shank

FUNDRAISING	COMMITTEE
Hello everyone. Not much to report, it has been quiet 

for a couple of months for fundraising. The next event is 
the SPGA Jubilee. However, there are events scheduled 
for fundraising to participate in September & October. 

Fabenne Brandenburg, Chairperson

SOCIAL	COMMITTEE
The next general meeting for MGV is July 10th at 

Snyder Park Clubhouse.  The potluck dinner will be-
gin at 5:30 prior to the meeting.  The theme will be a 
summer picnic.  Any item of your choice will be greatly 
appreciated.  Looking forward to seeing all of you at the 
meeting.  

Social Committee, 
Jan O’Neill and Terry Rein

SNYDER	PARK	GARDENS	AND	
ARBORETUM	COMMITTEE	MEET-
ING	

There will be a meeting for the SPGA committee on 
July 11 at 1:00 in the clubhouse.  All garden committee 
chairs and co-chairs should attend and update the 
group regarding their garden activity.  In addition, we 
will discuss moving forward on the marketing and 
signage, donation acceptance policy, and other items.  
Please let me know if you can’t make it.  
Pam Bennett
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FAIR	FLOWER	SHOW	COMMITTEE
THANKS to all who attended our meeting of Jun 14!

We brainstormed how to let the Public know about 
Fair Show ENTRIES: 
Newspaper? 
Yard Signs? 
Bookmarks? 
Facebook?

Have MGVs in Office with computers to assist filling 
out entries? We are working on a solution for next 
year since the entries close Sunday, June 30 at 4:30 
p.m. this year.  Any IDEAS are welcomed!!!

Terry Reid and Deb Dean will co-chair Kids Flower 
Arranging Contest on Wednesday, July 24.

We are asking the MGVs to bring cut flowers on 
Tuesday or Wednesday in buckets please!  Donna 
Myers has lined up judges: Kyle Koehler, Melissa 
Flax, and Deb Burchett

Still NEED YOUR HELP: Call Jani   284-0553 
Marianne 360-1624, or Marilyn.   390-6751

Our next Meeting: Friday July 12, 9:30 a.m. at OSU 
Extension, Room 209.

We welcome Barb Stewart, Fair Manager of 
the Arts and Crafts Building, who will answer any 
questions you have and advise us  accordingly.   ALL 
ARE INVITED!!!!

Jani Malowney and Marianne Ober

When any of you are strolling about the grounds, 
notice the changes to the area around the barn.  Our 
Great friends at National Trails Parks and Recreation 
and the Springfield City crew and Jeff and his mighty 
skid steer have done a remarkable job with shoving 
away the logs and brush, digging out stumps, hauling 
away piles and spreading gravel!  This is all in 
preparation for our fence that will run from the Dog 
Park fence, along the drive for 275 ft. toward the 
railroad embankment, and then back to the corner of 
the barn.  Materials are onsite now and construction 
will begin week of July 15, “weather permitting”!  

Coming up:
• SPGA Garden clean-up July 3, 9:00 a.m. – 

Noon
• SPGA MVG General Meeting and of course, 

a social hour before  5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  
July 10

• A potluck dinner will begin at 5:30 with a 
“Summer Picnic” theme.

• Pruning Perennials July 13, 10 a.m. - Noon 
at SPGA

• Clark County Fair  July 19 – July 26
• SPGA  JUBILEE  August 3, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 

p.m.
• Of course there are many workdays, clean 

up sessions, and committee planning 
meetings preparing for all of the above.  
Please let me know as far in advance as 
possible of anything you need, including my 
physical presence.  

We have an exciting, busy, and eventful summer 
before us!  Let’s continue to knock it out of the Park!

Rich Pearson

1st Crystal Binegar
3rd Connie Mitchell
6th Nancy Hobbs
7th Rita Dalton
11th Billie Pfeifer
13th Danielle Norden
15th Patricia McFarland
22nd Kathy Mark
30th George Simon II

H 
A 
P 
P 
Y
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R 
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H 
D 
A 
Y

Rich’s	Remarks  cont. from pg. 3
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need fertilizer.  When you do fertilize, feed the 
plant in early summer with a light nitrogen plant 
food.  The plants can be easily moved and will 
grow rapidly and can even be used as a turf.  
Sedge plants take to occasional mowing in lawn 
situations and have the advantage of requiring 
little further attention.

You can cut back sedges after they have 
bloomed to preserve a more 
tidy appearance.  You can 
mow the plants, but use a 
sharp blade and mow no 
lower than 2/3 the plant’s 
height.

I’ve been wanting to try 
growing sedge plants.  
Perhaps now is a good time 
to do this.  I could go out 
to Meadow View, buy an 
Evergold plant (a variegated 
yellow & green plant), come 
home and mud in the plant.  
As I write this article, it is 
the sixth straight day of rain 
and my garden is MUD.

Dot Burkholder

Plant of the Month
CAREX (KARE-ex) 
Sedge

Just what is a sedge?  Sedges look very much 
like grasses but are really only distant relatives.  
Most sedges have long, narrow to relatively 
broad, sword-shaped leaves that arch upward, 
outward, and then 
down, and usually 
from a dense central 
clump.  The grass-
like plants are 
drought tolerant, 
easy to grow, almost 
maintenance free, 
and there are many 
types from which to 
choose.  Yea!

Growing sedge 
in the garden 
will bring texture 
and movement to 
any area of the 
landscape.  They 
are useful in moist 
areas, such as 
around ponds, but 
there are also types 
of sedge that thrive 
in dry regions.  Many 
will grow with their 
roots or even their 
crowns constantly 
under water.  Sedge 
crowds out other 
invasive species and comes in many hues and 
heights.  This evergreen plant does much of 
its growing in the cooler seasons and might go 
dormant in hot temperatures.

Sedges don’t need division and will grow for 
decades all on their own, bud dividing them is 
the simplest way to get more plants.  Just dig up 
the clumps any time of the year and cut them 
into sections.  

Sedge plant care is minimal.  They rarely 

Carex morrowii, Ice Dance Japanese Sedge, 
Sedge. www.bluestoneperennials.com/CAID

Carex hachijoensis, Evergold Japanese 
Sedge. www.bluestoneperennials.com/
CAID
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Congratulations on MGVs successful 2nd  
annual PLANT SWAP on May 25th! 

MGV’s	Plant	Swap	2019 Trial	Beds	looking	good	after	a	
monumental	weeding	effort

After many days of rain that made it difficult 
to get out to weed the trial beds; Adopt A Bed 
volunteers and additional MGV’s have restored 
the beds to tip top shape.
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CFAES OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele 
on a nondiscriminatory basis.  For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.
osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.
edu/accessibility.

Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum
Jubilee

Date: Saturday
 August 3, 2019
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Location:

Snyder Park  
Gardens &Arboretum

1900 Park Street, Springfield, OH

FRee ADMiSSiON

Celebrate our 3rd Snyder Park 
Gardens & Arboretum Jubilee.

This event will be held rain or shine.

Visit us online at: clark.osu.edu

For more information,  
Call 937-521-3860

This event is our thank you to the 
people of Springfield and Clark 
County for all of your support  

throughout the year.

We will have:

• Speakers / Demonstrations
• Tours of gardens
• Children’s activities
• Ask a Master Gardener
• Gloves & garden tools for sale
• Vendors and exhibits
• Live music
• Free hot dogs and bottled water

Also visit our new  
peony and hydrangea beds



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, Clark County, 
3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett. 
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  For more informa-
tion, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Remember
Garden

Clean Up
July 3rd


