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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome, Rich Pearson, the new Horticulture Pro-
gram Assistant for OSU Extension. | know you have
heard that said many times in the last couple of weeks.
If you haven’t met him be sure and shake his hand and
introduce yourself. He has requested that we wear our
name badges. | for one am bad about that. | have no
excuse. It's in my vehicle. Time for making changes!

Mother Nature is an example of making changes
and not giving us what we want. Plans are made, set
into motion and there she goes changing everything.

May 3rd, transport day for the plants from CRSI to
SPGA, for the Plant & Barn Sale on May 4th started
out a rainy day. Thankfully, by transport time the sun,
although slow, started shining. The Plant & Barn
Sale was a cloudy cool day, however, people were
lined up waiting before 9:00 to do their shopping.

People appreciated that credit cards were accepted
this year. Even though we had a few glitches, sales
from credit cards turned out well. The responses for
credit cards at all of the events this year has been a
huge success.

Monday, May 11th, plans were made to set things
up for the field trials. Oops! Rain! Which threw Tues-
day’s plans off as a transport day for the plants. That
had to be moved up a couple of hours and then work
to get everything in the ground. There were a couple
of days that Mother Nature took a break and gave our
Master Gardener Volunteers a chance to work in the
“‘mud,” field trials and the gardens.

So excited to see all the changes coming.

Point To Ponder:

Life doesn’t always spell things out for you or
give you what you want exactly when you want it;
otherwise it wouldn’t be called life. It would be called
“vending machine.”

Lauren Graham, Actor

And change is inevitable except from a “vending
machine.”

Fabenne Brandenburg, President

Pam’s Posles

Is it really June already? Wow, time has gone by
quickly. By the time you read this newsletter | will
have a brand new granddaughter. At the time of writ-
ing — because Jo wants it on the 20th! — | don’t know
her details or her name. They are having a hard time
deciding. | am calling her NoNa for no name! We
shall see. Baby Easton is doing well and gaining
weight and starting to stay awake for longer periods
of time. Isn’t grand parenting the most incredible
thing? | love it.

| also love the progress that we are making this
spring with SPGA. The Pavilion will be installed
later this summer, possibly with a groundbreaking in
August. We will have a formal groundbreaking event
prior to the installment for our MGVs and our major
donors. See inside this newsletter, page 8 for details.
| need a couple of people to help with this effort so
please let me know if you are interested.

Wow — just wow. Once again the MGVs of Clark
County rise to the occasion. Despite the crummy
weather the week of 5-13, we managed to prepare
the beds and plant the field trials all in one day. All
were awesome and all went smoothly. Thank you to
everyone who came to help. It’s truly appreciated.
Please let Rich know if you are interested in adopting
a bed! There are a few left.

The fence around the barn should be installed
sometime in the next month. The youth from the
BOYAC program will be building the fence with the
money that the Springfield Foundation provided a few
years back. This money has to be spent with a group
that teaches a building trade and BOYAC does this.
Thanks to Jani Malowney and Donna Meister for do-
ing the due diligence and planning the style and type
of fence. It’s finally coming to fruition.

And finally, yes, we will have irrigation but | can’t
give you a time. When | asked about an approximate
installation date | was told “when | know you will
know” by the salesman. Therefore, he is also waiting
to hear about installation — but we are in line for this
spring/summer.

We have also selected a design for the Snyder
Park Gardens and Arboretum signs and logo. After
we share this with the SPGA Committee and get their
approval, we will bring to the Board and then start us-
ing this on our signage and brochures.

This is truly an exciting time for our projects. |
know there will be a few bumps along the way
(weather) but we will eventually prevail.

Pam’s Posies cont. on pg. 3



RICH’S REMARKS

Greetings Master Gardener Volunteers! Rich
Pearson, new Horticulture Program Assistant for
OSU Extension, Clark County here. | am so excited
to join this amazing and active team. Thank you ALL
for your many warm welcomes. Please bear with
me as | hit the ground running (sprinting) to learn the
many routines, responsibilities, and expectations of
the job at the beginning of this busiest time of the
gardening year. | am truly amazed and impressed
by the size of your program and membership and the
dedication and level of participation. At this writing,
it is the close of my third week on the job and | have
experienced so much activity including the clean-up
around the SPGA Clubhouse, the Spring Plant and
Barn Sale, and the preparation and planting of the
Field Trials. My initial and lasting impression is the
ability of this group to marshal forces, come together
as a team, and accomplish goals with common focus
and vision. | look forward to working together on
the many exciting projects as Snyder Park Gardens
and Arboretum emerge and grow into the great
community resource we know it is.

Please help me out by sending reminders, hints,
requests via email if possible: pearson.6@osu.
edu. Also, please remember it is relatively easy
to remember one new name. | am now meeting
and learning the names and faces of this HUGE
gardening multitude; please remember to wear your
name tags and/or be ready to re-introduce yourselves
many times! | am learning the procedures, policies,
and protocols of this great new organization so
please work with me if | seem too “law and order.”
| will be using the “roadmap” | have so we can all
successfully achieve the goals on our path. Also,
please check and use the VMS system to check
for upcoming events, sign up for new opportunities,
record your hours and do all of those other things that
need to be done.

Some Items of Business:

1. SPGA Garden clean-up scheduled for 9 a.m. — 12
noon June 05

2. International MGV Conference in Philadelphia,
PA, June 17 — June 21

Rich Pearson
Program Assistant, Horticulture

Pam’s Posies cont. from pg. 2

Thanks to Natheta for organizing the Great Ameri-
can Clean Up and for all of you who helped with the
Community Service Day. We are a giving organiza-
tion!

Enjoy this summer and | hope that you have been
able to plant your gardens by now. | just mudded my
tomatoes and peppers in last week! Yikes. Do as |
say and not as | do!

Thanks for all you do.
Pam

Pamela J. Bennett

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension

P.S. Granddaught’s name is Lyla Jean, May
22nd, 7 Ibs. and 8 oz. and 19 inches long.

MGVs and cmunity volunteers at SPGA on the
Community Service Work Day.

Jo’s Notes:
Thoughts and Prayers

Marianne Ober’s brother passed away recently.
Her address is 2344 Mayfair Drive, Springfield, OH
45505.

Tom Davidson’s mother passed away May 10. She
was over 100 years old. Tom and Fran’s address
is 10131 West National Road, New Carlisle, OH
45344.

Susie Anderson knee surgery May 21. Her
address is 2150 Collier Road, Springfield OH
45506.

Linda Butler had a bicycle accident on May 16th.
She suffered a slight concussion, face injuries and
chipped teeth! Luckily she was wearing a helmet,
so no broken bones! She is in pain but healing!!
Her address is 270 South Broadmoor Blvd.,
Springfield, OH 45504.




COMMITTEE REPORTS
HELPLINE COMMITTEE

We have had 40+ calls so far. Some weeks 0 to
2 calls and other weeks 9 to 10 calls (not many).
Some calls have nothing to do with lawn or gardens
(as usual ). Helpline still needs ideas on how to
improve its service. If you have any ideas, call Ed or
Rick.

We still have a few weeks open for MGVs to
work the Helpline this season: Last week in July
(includes 1st week in Aug.), and most of August and
September. If you are interested call Rick, 937-324-
5344.

For June, we have the following MGVs who will
help the Helpline:

THE WEEKS OF JUNE
June 2nd to June 6th Rosalind Soles
June 9th to June 15th Mike Russell
June 16th to June 22nd  Mike Russell
June 23rd to June 29th  Mike Russell
Thank you Rosalind and Mike

Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry
GARDEN OF EATIN’ COMMITTEE

The Garden of Eatin’ has been planted! Thanks
to all that put in so much very hard work on planting
day. It looked very good at the end of day! The
groundhog and the deer appreciated it too. They
have eaten the tops off the Kale and Chard. Plant
Skydd has now been sprayed around the garden
(not directly on the plants) in an attempt to keep the
critters out. The groundhog has also made additional
tunnels under the shed. Additional fencing has been
installed.

Hope to see you all at the Garden of Eatin’ next
Thursday 9:00-11:00, weather permitting, for our
weekly workday.

Thanks again for your hard work!!
Teresa Magill

VICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE

About 95% of the garden has been planted with just
a second planting of sweet corn and green beans left.
The big effort now will be controlling the weeds. | will
schedule a weekly weed pulling session for the next
few weeks.

Ed Wozniak

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

Kroger Community Rewards Program deposited
in the Clark County Master Gardener account for
February 1 - April 30,2019 with 17 Households
$81.78. Thank you to all that participate in this worthy
program.

Fabenne Brandenburg, Committee Chair

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

Clematis is climbing up that gorgeous trellis-work-
of-art and some are blooming. This is only the sec-
ond year for these plants, so the best is yet to come
as these beautiful vines continue to mature. Labeling
the cultivars is on the “short list” for this season.

We will be looking forward to having a really big
part in the landscaping around the new pavilion,
so be thinking of ideas for that project. The goal is
beautiful, four season interest, with low maintenance
in mind. Piece of cake! LOL

Perennial Committee, please mark your calendars
for Wednesday, June 5 from 12-1 for PC meeting at
SPGA. Bring a brown bag lunch.

We have much to plan and discuss as time flies by
us at warp speed!

Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder
and Fabenne Brandenburg

SPGA JUBILEE COMMITTEE

It's getting closer! Most of our plants are in the
ground now and weeding progress is being made.
Pause to take a breath and mark your calendars for
Saturday, August 3rd, the SPGA Jubilee will be here
before you know it.

We just had our first planning meeting and came
away with lots of great ideas for this year’s SPGA
Jubilee. A big thank you to everyone who was there
and shared their ideas and enthusiasm.

Our next planning meeting is Thursday, June 27 at
SPGA Clubhouse from 1:-3:00 pm.
We hope to see you there!

Susan Smith
Rita Lane
SPGA Jubilee Co-chairs



FAIR FLOWER SHOW COMMITTEE

Thank you all for coming to our meeting May 10
where we exchanged ideas and information. Fair
runs JULY 19th, 8 a.m. thru JULY 26th, 11 p.m.
WEBSITE: clarkcoag.com (forms and information)

Nancy Best will do table setup

Judy Hopper will get vases ready before Check-in
Carolyn Allen will help with Check-In and Judge

Deb Dean will help Phyllis Frysinger with Vegetables

HELP NEEDED PLEASE:

Ed Wozniak needs help transporting items on Set-up
Day

Connie Mitchell and Deb Dean need 6-7 people on
Kids’ Day

Joan Corbitt would like to transition her job to an IT
Experienced MGV

NEW ITEM: Donna Meister and Tom Davidson will
team up on Educational Displays for “Pollinators” and
Yes still have WEED DISPLAYS!

Please SAVE all your valuables when Spring
Cleaning

We are glad to pick up any item:

Marilyn Ryan 390-6751
Marianne Ober  360-1624
Jani Malowney.  323-4447

June 14, Friday 9:30 a.m. next meeting

4 CATAGORIES: Ohio State, Family & Farm, Home
& Garden and Patio

VOLUNTEER: chance to get HOURS, Pork Chops
and FUN!!!!

Jani Malowney and Marianne Ober

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who contributed
food for our Cinco de Mayo theme potluck at the May
General Meeting. The Social Committee appreciates
all your support and contributions to help make the
General Meetings so much fun to attend! We are
planning a picnic theme for our July 12 General
Meeting since our June Family Picnic is cancelled
this year due to the timing of the International Master
Gardener Conference in Valley Forge, PA.

Thanks again!
Jan O’Neill, Terry Reid, &
The Social Committee

GARDEN FLING COMMITTEE

The Garden Fling was held on April 9, 2019. Of
the 87 attendees, 6 were Registered Nurses who
received 4.0 Contact Hours each.

All the Speakers were informative and received
excellent evaluations. The vendors were happy
with the day. The food was delicious! The Student
Nurses took lots of Blood Pressures and educated
their clients.

The profit for the Garden Fling was only $572.05.
But we were able to teach the community that Gar-
dening IS for the Health of it!

Garden Fling Committee

NEW YOUTH GARDEN
OPPORTUNITY - INSIDE OUT

We have an exciting new opportunity for
a partnership with a group of at-risk youth at
the old Keifer Jr. High. | mentioned this at the
general meeting in May and hope to see what
we can make of this opportunity. This group of
youth have an opportunity to meet at the school
location after school and during the summer
months to hang out. There is an incredible
recreation center for them in the building. The
director is interested in eventually having a
vegetable garden that is used to feed the youth
during the summer months and after school as
well as an area for the entire community to relax
and enjoy. There are two courtyards that are
really conducive to this effort.

Our first step is to see how serious the youth
are about participating. We are going to have a
general clean up of the courtyard on June 11th
from 3:00 — 5:00 p.m. Rich and | will be there
along with some of the staff to ensure youth
participation. This is general clean-up of an old
garden that we actually had a hand in designing
many years ago. We will weed, remove odds
and ends and assess what plants should be
kept. From there, we will determine our next
steps with the organization. Please let Rich
know if you can assist with this project. Even if
you can come for an hour or so, please join us.
He created a “Project” on VMS “Inside Out.”

For more information about the organization go
to: http://ioyouth.com/

Pam




EARLY OHIO SETTLERS COMMITTEE

The race is on: Vegetables, Herbs and Flowers are
competing with Weeds, Insects and Critters. Although
WIC is usually first out of the starting gate, | predict
VHF will win by a mile, and we will have plenty of
edibles this summer.

It was a pleasure to plant in our new topsoil, and
many hands made the task easier and enjoyable. Our
annuals are now nestled in their beds, but the robust
perennials—rhubarb, onions, strawberries, garlic,
flowers and herbs—are already showing off their
green vigor.

Plenty of structural elements make the garden
interesting already. Thanks to Dennis Latimer, our
old tomato supports and bean pyramids have been
revitalized, and he created some beautiful tall limb-
and-twine squash racks that also fold for easier
storage. He’s a wizard, and we are very grateful.
Coaxing vines to grow up instead of out will be a
boon to the garden. Check out our new-fangled
technology! It won’'t make you want to live 170-200
years ago, but you will appreciate what people then
did with available materials—and did well.

Peggy Shank

GREENHOUSE COMMITTEE

Plants were officially moved to the Field Trial
Beds on Tuesday, May 14th. Despite some of the
challenges we had this year with equipment, we had
another successful season.

| want to take this opportunity to thank my fellow
co-chairs, Linda McCann and Theresa Gregory for
all their hard work on labels, planting, watering, and
maintenance.

| also extend my thanks and appreciation to all the
volunteers who helped plant, water, and move plants.
It's so gratifying to work with such a wonderful group
of people. It's like having an extended family. | hope
many of you will be willing to come back and help
again next season.

Sincerely
Cathy Zernechel

GARDEN CHAIRS PLEASE NOTE!

If you are the chair or co-chair of one of our many
gardens at SPGA, please take note! If you have
a major project or a major need for help (such as
weeds getting out of control), please contact Rich
who will make every effort to assist. Rich and Dennis
are here to help with major projects and sometimes
minor problems if they arise. We will work through
any challenges or issues that come up in your indi-
vidual gardens and try to help.

Please don’t ask Dennis to do something in your
gardens. If you need assistance go through Rich.
He is working with Dennis on a regular schedule with
lots to do. It's not that Dennis can’t help Committees,
it's just that we have to work it into the schedule and
prioritize. We are very fortunate to have Rich and his
skill set in managing public gardens. He will meet
Committee needs as much as possible! And you will
notice an increase in communications from him as
he learns the ropes! Remember, communicate your
needs to him as much as possible.

Pam



Plant of the Month

CENTAUREA (Sen-TOR-ee-uh)
Cornflower, Knapweed, Bachelor’s buttons

Centaurea is a genus of between 350 and
600 species of herbaceous thistle-like flowering
plants in the family Asteraceae. Members of
the genus are found only north of the equator.
Wow, that’s a lot of plants in that family. Maybe
that explains why as | was doing research the
plants were listed in a book of only annuals and
also in a book of only perennials. This little fact
surprised me.

There are
literally hundreds
of Centaurea
species, most
of which are
perennials, such
as the popular
mountain bluet
(C. montana).
The annual ones
may not be as
well known, but
they are easy to
grow.

Prized for its
blue petals,
the centaurea
plant group includes annual species such
as bachelor’s button and cornflowers, and a
perennial plant commonly called mountain bluet.
All three types are copious nectar producers,
especially on high lime soils. The high nectar
yield of the genus makes it attractive to insects
and butterflies.

double-mixed-colors

All centaureas can self-seed enthusiastically,
so consider deadheading as a means of control.
If your main reason for growing these plants is to
attract seed eating birds, deadheading will defeat
your purpose.

| believe we had the perennial variety when
we were at Gateway, but | could be wrong about
that. As | remember, | was not very impressed.

Just because | write about a plant doesn’t mean
| like it. I'll give you info and you make up your
own mind.

| do like bachelor’s button which is a forgiving
annual. The range of colors have improved
and in addition to blue, the flowers also come in
white, light pink, violet, and purple. There are
dwarf varieties at about 15 inches high and taller
ones at about 24 — 30 inches.

Bachelor’s button will grow in most soils,
including sandy, gravelly, or infertile, but they
do need good drainage. Otherwise, plants are
prone to root rot.

Bright flowers and a long
season of bloom make
1 bachelor’s button a popular
guest in wildflower gardens.
This self-seeding annual will
come back year after year.

Dot Burkholder

ferrymorse.com/products/bachelor-button-cyanus-

Plant Your Spring Garden

Three rows of peas:

Peace of mind

Peace of heart

Peace of soul

Three rows of squash:

Squash indifference

Squash hatred

Squash bullying

Three rows of lettuce:

Let us be kind

Let us be compassionate

Let us love one another

Water with patience & cultivate with love.
Author unknown, weeding required




GROUNDBREAKING FOR
THE SPGA

As mentioned in Pam’s Posies, we will have an
official groundbreaking and donor reception for our
major donors and MGVs prior to the Pavilion being
installed. We will invite our donors and sponsors as
well as all of you. | could use a couple of co-chairs
for the event to help organize invitations, the food
(light hors d’oeuvres, drinks), etc. If you would like
to help with this one-time event, please let Jo know
as soon as possible. If not, | will have to do it myself
and you know what | serve — Schuler’s donuts, potato
chips, diet coke, paper plates, etc. Not exactly what |
was looking for in this type of event!

HELP!

Pam

g, %
EHAPPY
GIR‘I”HDAY!

S T
1€ Cawrie Moore
16th Dorothy Gordow
20th Jane Malowney
23rd Susie Andersov
23rd LaDorwna Lowe
23rd Teresaw Magill
27t Judy Hopper

COMMUNITY CLEAN UP

We finally got the Community Clean Up project
completed on May 22. We picked up trash at Bechtle
Ave. drainage ditch between Walmart and Hobby
Lobby. In all, we had 22 filled trash bags and various
boxes and trash. The place certainly looked better
when we left. Those helping were Jean Rickards,
Terri Reid, Peggie Shank, Ed Wozniak, Sue Ann Dill,
Jani Malowney, Deb Dean, Jan O’Neill, Susan Ko-
gler, Linda McCann, Rich Pearson, Lois O’Keefe and
Natheta Mercer. Many thanks to you all! | always
have fun working with you all regardless of our task.
We get to know each other better. You are all a great
bunch!

Thanks again,
Natheta Mercer

r_______1

Plant Swap

[
Thanks to all who participated in the suc-
cessful 2nd Annual Plant Swap on May 25th! I
This “friend-raiser” was officially supported by
Master Gardners of Clark County this year. I
A report will be submitted in June with plans
to continue this fun networking and Master I
Gardener Volunteer awareness event in 2020.
Blessings with gratitude, I
[

Linda G. Butler, Chair
(Committee members: Sonya Ryhal; Janet
Heater; Connie Mitchell)

L_______J
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Ohio State University Extension

Clark County

3130 East Main Street

Springfield, OH 45505

www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

Remember
Garden Clean Up
June 5th

MGVs working at the May garden clean up.

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, Clark County,
3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advisor is Pam Bennett.
http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-newsletters
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