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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

“Ole ole, Ole ole, Ole ole, Ole ole, Oh, my, It's hot
out here

It must be at least 900 degrees in the shade
Me mind on fire, Me soul on fire, Feeling hot hot hot

All the people, All around us, Feeling hot hot hot,” by
Samuel E. Wright/ Arrow.

Thank heavens for air conditioning.

Since | mentioned air conditioning. At the General
Meeting July 10, | heard Pam say that she adjusted
the temperature because the fan was so loud it was
hard to hear people speaking. Didn’t even dawn on
me that the new air conditioners were installed until |
was back on Saturday for the Perennial Committees
class on “Pruning Perennials.” It turned out well.

If you have been to the park lately you know there is
lots of work being done in the gardens and at the park
to prepare for the SPGA Jubilee on August 3. Rain or
shine. Last year the rain held off until after the SPGA
Jubilee and clean up was done. Let’s pray for cooler
weather, lots of guests and the rain waiting until all is
done.

Hope you have your calendar marked.

September 17,18 & 19 brings the Farm Science
Review. A great opportunity to get Continued
Education and Volunteer hours if you are behind on
them. And there is a lot of good food, a lot going on
and lots to see.

Past Spelling Bee attendees.

September 24th brings the Altrusa Spelling Bee at
the Courtyard by Marriott. What a fun day. For those
that are not familiar with this program you can call the
office or email anyone on the Board to ask.

President Fabenne Brandenburg

Pam’s Posles

Dear Master Gardener Volunteers,

Because of you, we received $100,000.00 for
naming rights to the pavilion. | attribute this to you
only because you are the backbone of this garden.
With your dedication and consistent top level perfor-
mance, we are able to bring in this type of donation.
You are making a difference in this community and
it's greatly appreciated by OSU Extension. | can’t
thank you enough for your commitment to this pro-
gram.

Lots of great things are happening. The fence
is nearly constructed around the barn. The Pavilion
will be built sometime this fall. People are coming to
our events and are asking more about the gardens.
| can’t go anywhere in Springfield without someone
either asking me about the garden or telling me how
much they appreciate and like it.

Thank you. From the bottom of my heart, thank
you.

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett

State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator
Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension
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2019 Display at Fair Flower Show.



RICH’S REMARKS

Wow! Where did the month go!?! Since our last B
& B, we have had deluge episodes of rain and dry,
baking hot temperature extremes. And yet the MGVs
carried on undaunted. Here we are knocking at the
doorstep of SPGA Jubilee, just days away! This will
be my first on this side of the line. Last year, was all
a blur but somehow was responsible for some well-
played recruiting and here | am! And | am excited to
be part of it ALL!

As we head toward the goal on this year’s SPGA
Jubilee, we have a few projects underway and
we hope weather will now cooperate rather than
confound their progress. The much-awaited fence
project is underway! When finished, we will have an
enclosed service yard with a 6 foot tall cedar fence
stretching 275 feet from the Dog Park, along the
drive past the barn, making a turn just beyond the big
Linden and heading toward the railroad embankment,
and then back to the corner of the barn. At this
writing we have quite a few holes augured and
waiting for the fence posts. Getting to this point has
been a truly “community” effort with assistance from
our good friend Geoff and his bobcat with the initial
clearing of debris; Springfield city crews digging out
some huge stumps and pushing even huger(?) logs
out of the way; and last but by no means least our
good friends at National Trail Parks and Recreation
District moving mountains (literally) of brush, soil,
gravel...even that enormous pile at the west end
of the barn! We could not be where we are with
this project without all their incredible and timely
assistance. We are on target for the BOYAC youth
program to have this completed by SPGA Jubilee!

Also, at this writing, Oheil Irrigation Company is
onsite, and well underway with the installation of
the new Arboretum wide irrigation system. This
will provide new and proximal connections to all
currently existing gardens and projects: Early Ohio
Settler’s Garden, Garden of Eatin’, Victory Garden,
Field Trials, Turf Plots, and the Hollandia/Kiwanis
Children’s Garden. We will also have connections at
the Peony Collection and the Hydrangea Collection.
Planning ahead, looking to future gardens, we
will have connections to supply the new Feature
Garden/Perennial Garden associated with the
Pavilion, Contemplation/Memorial Garden, Maze,
and other opportunities still in the formative phase.
With reliable irrigation comes great gardening
opportunities! All of the white pipe stubs across the
lawns will soon disappear into below grade “buckets”

Rich’s Remarks cont. on pg. 6
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Thoughty and Proyers

| am sad to announce that Shonil Datta’s
brother, Anil Datta, passed away suddenly in the
latter part of June. Anil lived in Pakistan. His
address is 618 Rebecca Drive, Springfield, OH
45503.

Paul Mohler had open heart surgery July 25.
Please keep him in your prayers. His address is
2498 Myers Road, Springfield, OH 45502.

Linda McCann’s husband, David, had heart
procedures July 17th. Their address is 1238
Glenmore Drive, Springfield, 45503.

2019 SPGA JUBILEE SPEAKERS SCHEDULE
Location: Clubhouse
MGV Continued Education 45 mins. each program.

9:30 - 10:15 a.m. “Turf Discussion.” Speaker: Fred
Miller, Clark County Master Gardener Volunteer.

Learn about different types of lawn grass and the best
uses for them — textures, heavy traffic, shady, sunny; find
out if there is a perfect grass for your yard.

10:30 -11:15a.m. “What's New and What's Next at
Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum.” Speaker: Kathy
McConkey, OSU Extension Office Assistant and Clark
County Master Gardener Volunteer.

What is new or different since last year’s Jubilee? What
is planned for this year, just completed, or currently un-
derway? Kathy will let you know!

11:30 -12:15 p.m.  “Gardening on the Wild Side--
-dealing with urban wildlife.” Speaker: Mike Enright,
owner of Enright Wildlife and Habitat Solutions LLC,
located in Huber Heights, Ohio.

Nature has a way of quickly being accustomed to the
intrusion of human settlement. From small and furry to
tall and hooved, and even some with wings, learn some
strategies for repelling, preventing or learning to tolerate
landscape invaders.

12:30 - 1:15 p.m. “The BAD Weeds---Poison Hem-
lock, Giant Hogweed, Cow Parsnip and more” Speaker:
Tom Davidson, Clark County Master Gardener Volunteer.
So many weeds in the world; some small and harm-
less, some larger and assertive, and some just plain bad
news. Learn about some of the true thugs of the weed
world.




COMMITTEE REPORTS
SNYDER PARK GARDEN AND

ARBORETUM JUBILEE

It is SPGA Jubilee Time! Thank you to everyone who
has volunteered to help with the 2019 SPGA Jubilee.
Below is pertinent information available at newsletter
deadline time. Our last planning meeting is Thurs-
day, July 25, 1 to 3 pm, Snyder Park Clubhouse.

SCHEDULE

Wednesday, July 31: SPGA Garden Clean-up begin-
ning at ?? Watch for Email.

Friday, August 2: Set Up—Tentative time—9 am to
?? Watch for confirming email. Tents and tables will
be delivered during this time, and we need volunteers
to put up signs around the area.

Saturday, August 3:

e Please park on the Service Road on the side
nearest Buck Creek starting at the Garden of
Eatin’ towards the Victory Garden. The north
side of the road needs to be open for the Trac-
tor and Wagon to travel with visitors.

e Set-Up—at 7 ish with a general meeting for all
at 7:20 on the porch at the clubhouse.

e Two shifts: Morning set-up to 11:30; 11:30
through Afternoon Clean-up.

e Public Hours: 9 am to 2 pm. Last year folks
began coming in at 8:45 am.

VOLUNTEERING

e |f you haven’t volunteered yet, please contact
one of the Garden Chairs or one of the Com-
mittee Chairs as follows: Deb Dean-Welcome
Areas, Ed Wozniak- Parking, Jan O’Neil/Terry
Reid-Food, Missy Hawley/Wendy May-Ambas-
sadors, Linda McCann-Field Trails, Carolyn
Allen-Hydrangea Area, Rich Pearson-Speakers.
OR email, call, or text Rita Lane at ritalane2@
gmail.com, 937-657-7324 or email or call Susan
Smith at slseng@att.net, 937-390-1187.

e Need MGVs for Friday’s set up at 9 am-?7?7.

e Please wear your name tag and a Master
Gardener Volunteer red shirt or just a plain red
shirt.

e For MGVs, coffee, water, and donuts will be
available by 7 am in the clubhouse. Coolers will
be available for you to store your packed lunch
for the day.

e WE NEED EXTRATENTS for the SPGA Jubi-
lee, please email Rita if you have one you can
bring.

QUESTIONS:

e Please call Rita, Susan, or one of the Hort Staff
members on their cell.

REMEMBER!! LET’S HAVE FUN WHILE WE
TELL OTHERS ABOUT OUR PROGRAM, AND WE
SHOW OFF OUR HARD WORK!

Rita Lane and Susan Smith

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

OSU Extension Master Gardeners Perennial
Committee hosted and presented “Pruning Perenni-
als Workshop” on Sat, July 13. There were fifteen
participants at this hands-on class at Snyder Park
Gardens & Arboretum (SPGA).

Many thanks to our MGVs who helped make this
workshop a success. Dot Burkholder, Janet Heater,
Linda McCann and Kathy McConkey were leaders.
Pat McFarland, registrar, and Joyce Studebaker who
pitched in wherever needed. As always, Fabenne
was there to offer pruners and gloves for purchase.

Our last workshop of the Garden Maintenance
through the Season series, “Putting Your Garden
to Bed” is Saturday, Oct. 5, 10-noon at SPGA. Cost
is $10 and 2 hours CE is available to MGVs. This
hands-on workshop will offer important information
on why this last garden chore is so important and will
feature tools and techniques to help make the job
easier. All are welcome!

Kathy McConkey, Dot Burkholder,
Fabenne Brandenburg

HELPLINE COMMITTEE

We have had about 53 garden help messages so
far this season. This is about 3 messages a week.
(slow summer). We have all of September open for
MGVs to volunteer for Helpline. (You answer garden
questions in your own home with your own phone.)

We have the following MGVs to staff the HELPLINE
at HOME in August:

Aug. 4 to Aug. 10
Aug. 11 to Aug. 17
Aug. 18 to Aug. 24 Rosalind Soles
Aug. 25 to Aug. 31 Ed Wichael
Thank you, Mike, Lola, Rosalind, and Ed.

Mike Russell
Lola Walston

Ed Wichael and Rick McKinstry



EARLY OHIO SETTLERS COMMITTEE

Aside from battling insects, bugs, bunnies, ground-
hogs, deer, wind, too much rain, too little rain, and
weeds, we have just been watching most of the
plants grow. So far, we have had only a couple of
crop failures. Two plantings of cucumbers yielded
nothing. After three plantings, the Christmas limas
decided to show up.

Most plants are thriving, some inside their chicken
wire cages. It's new that we have to use them, but it
seems to be a good deterrent for whatever hungry
critter happens by.

Full steam ahead for SPGA Jubilee. We have many
nice taste treats and beautiful plants to offer our visi-
tors. We hope, hope, hope the brick pathway will be
installed by then.

Peggy Shank

GARDEN OF EATIN’

The Garden of Eatin’ is looking beautiful, thanks to
the dedicated team that is keeping it weeded. There
is produce of unique greens and vegetables to be
shared with visitors at the SPGA Jubilee. The out-
side of the garden needs some extra care. We will
be spreading new mulch around the perimeter on
Thursday, July 25 in preparation for the SPGA Jubi-
lee!

The Garden of Eatin’ weekly workdays will continue
to be on Thursdays through August. With the heat
that we have been having, we have been starting at
8:00 AM.

Team, thanks so much for your hard work!!
Teresa Magill

Thc Monarch Buttcrﬂg cht

The Monarch ButterflyFest will be held on
Saturday, Aug. 24 from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
at the NTPRD Buck Creek Nature Park.
The ButterflyFest will feature pollinator
education, live music, arts and crafts and
more. Recreational Tree Climbing will take
place from 11:00 am - 3:00 pm for ages 8 and
older. Tree climbing is a great way to challenge
you physically while enjoying nature. Other
activities include children’s story time and
crafts, strolling entertainment, food trucks and
more. Educational presentations will take place
starting at 10:30 am. Sponsors of the Monarch
ButterflyFest are Clark County Soil and Water
District and Veterinary Services of Springdfield.
See the full list of activities at www.ntprd.org.

Thank you!

Penny Dunbar, CYSA, CPRP

National Trail Parks and Recreation District
1301 Mitchell Blvd.

Springfield, Ohio 45503

937-328-7275
pdunbar@springfieldohio.gov

Picture from NTPRD Butterfly Fe
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FAIR FL OWER SHOW COMMITTEE

Can’t THANK YOU ENOUGH for all your help pre-
paring and working at Arts and Crafts Building during
the Hot, Hot Fair.

We wouldn’t have made it WITHOUT YOU WON-
DERFUL VOLUNTEERS!!

By the time you read this The Fair Flower Show will
be a Fun Memory!

At our last meeting, we had AWESOME ATTEN-
DANCE! We discussed the need for volunteer
passes with the Manager of the Arts and Crafts Build-
ing, Barb Stewart. She responded that same night by
issuing us 32 passes that would cover 4 people for 8
days.

Joan Corbitt had purchased us shirts and hats for
Kids Day for Terry Reid, Deb Dean, Marianne Ober
and myself.

Thank you for all the cut flowers you volunteers
have taken your time to provide.

Tom Davidson and Donna Meister, thank you for
our Community Education on Weeds and Pollinator

Thank you ALL: Judy Hopper, Joyce Studebaker,
Joan Corbitt, Rosalind Soles, Kathy Mark,Jean Rick-
ards, Natheta Mercer, Jody Frisby, Terry Reid, Deb
Dean, Nancy Best, Donna Meister, Tom Davidson, Ed
Wozniak, Carolyn Allen, Peggy Shank, Lois O’Keefe,
Janet Hannel, Sue Ann Dill, Deb Brugger and Many
More....

WE are ALL an Awesome Team!!!
Jani Malowney and Marianne Ober

Clark County Fair Flower Show Silent Auction
from 2019.

Rich’s Remarks cont. from pg. 3

containing hose connections, valves, and/or shut off
valves.

And while all of that has swirled about in a
maelstrom of progress, planning and preparation
for SPGA Jubilee itself has continued. Requests
are out to National Trail for benches and trash cans
placed strategically throughout the grounds; just
waiting for confirmation of numbers and sites. Plans
are underway to make the tent city appear without
a hitch. Dennis and 4 volunteers: Ed, Drew, Fred,
and Lois arrived at the barn with forthright purpose.
At the end of the morning, all tents had been
assembled, checked for function, repaired, canopies
located and matched, and an inventory of numbers
and sizes created. A pile of orange tent pegs and
new tie down rope completes the ensemble. Great
job Team Tent! Now, we need an equally dedicated
crew to commit to helping with delivering to the
specified sites, set them up, secure them, and lower
them for the night...on Friday so we are sooo ready
to blast off on Saturday morning. Dennis has a
clear plan of how this can work and needs a crew
to help make it happen. And, don’t forget the BIG
Garden Clean-up day Wednesday, July 31. We have
company coming and we need to put on our best
garden face!

And that brings me to the business part of this
epistle! As projects arise, or news you can use and
need comes to me, | need your input on the best way
to get that communication out. AND, | need your
input and participation to respond. So far, | am using
the VMS ....and sending out usually huge recent lists
to let you know or make a request. | very much need
your response and my email is: pearson.6@osu.
edu If there is a better or more effective way, let me
know. We have such amazing opportunity and | want
to share that and include all of you! Please let me
know — and we can start with a crew of 8 for Friday,
August 02 to get the tents underway. We can make
this and every project and event fun and easy with
many hands! YES WE CAN!!!

Rich Pearson

Picture from the SPGA Jubilee 2018.



Plant of the Month

CARDINAL FLOWER
LOBELIA (lo-BEE-lee-ah) cardinalis

This summer flower is a striking cardinal red in its
normal form. This is also one of the best flowers to
attract hummingbirds. The leaves are typical of most
lobelias: long, medium green, lance-shaped, and
slightly toothed. This plant forms an erect clump of
bronze-green leaves. It will grow 2 — 4 feet tall and
spreads 12 — 24 inches with spikes of bright red flow-
ers from summer to fall.

4 ' e
ws.com/perennials/
cardinal-flower/cardinal-flower-red

Grow this plant in light or partial shade. Most
perennial lobelias like plenty of moisture and even
soggy soil. They will grow in average garden condi-
tions provided they are well-watered during times of
drought. Never allow the soil to dry out completely.
Incorporate organic matter into the soil before plant-
ing and provide plenty of organic mulch to help keep
them moist. Provide a light mulch over winter to help
protect the plants. Be careful when adding mulch
for the winter as too much mulch can kill the plants.
Remove the mulch as soon as the soil warms in the
spring to prevent losses.

Pinch plants in early summer to produce compact
growth. Deadheading may encourage a second set
of blooms. Divide every two to three years in the fall
to stimulate growth. To divide, lift the entire plant and
remove the new rosettes growing at the plant base.
Replant immediately. Lobelias tend to be rather
short-lived. Dividing the plants tends to rejuvenate
them enough to survive for another two or three
years until you divide them again. You can multiply
lobelias by taking stem cuttings in early summer from
stems not yet showing any flower buds. These will
root easily under moist, humid conditions.

A good garden partner for Cardinal flower could be
the Japanese blood grass ‘Rubra’ because it provides
an intriguing echo of spiky form and red-and-green
coloring. You could also use a red-tipped selection
of native switch grass (Panicum virgatum). Perennial
lobelias with their very vertical habit would look good
rising between or behind mounded or loosely clump-
ing partners such as hostas and spiderworts. Their
bold effect adds variety to combinations with fine-
textured companions, such as ferns or ornamental
grasses.

Dot Burkholder

Linda Asebrook
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FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE

Thanks to all who attended our 1st MGV
Garden and Wine tour. Many positive comments
(we always like feedback, it helps with
future planning), lots of fun and ideal weather.
We hope to do this again next year.

Our next outing will be SEPTEMBER 24. Our
Hometown Proud Tour.

Pictures from our Garden and Wine Tour

Springfield has a magnificent history and we
are going to visit just 3 examples of our diversity.
In the morning a tour of Ferncliff with our own
Pam Bennett as our field guide, at 1:30 touring
the Westcott House with one of our own MGV as
the tour docent. Group cost: $15 each. And then
on to the Hartman Rock Garden.

Look for soon to be released total VMS
coverage with more details. For now, just make
sure you've circled SEPT 24 as the date for
fun, information, and socializing with your fellow
Master Gardener friends. This is an ideal time
to meet and find out more about each one of us,
newer member or long-time volunteer. So many
new friends, so little time to interact with each
other!

In October we will be visiting the Cincinnati
Zoo and Botanical Garden. Again details to
follow, watch your VMS messages.

Any and all questions, concerns, and
suggestions, please call: Linda Himes or Connie Garden of Linda Himes.
Kersey

VICTORY GARDEN

This is the peak harvest season for the Victory
Garden with sweet corn, tomatoes and potatoes
all ready for picking. All the onions, cabbage and
zucchini have been donated to the Second Harvest.
With the dry weather we’ve had to irrigate most of
July. Thanks to all the Master Gardener Volunteers
who help out every Tuesday.

Ed Wozniak

MGV’s after a successful day of picking at the
Victory Garden.



FARM SCIENCE REVIEW - UTZINGER GARDEN SPEAKERS

Master Gardener Volunteer Continued Education 45 mins. each program.
Tuesday 9/17
9:00 a.m. — “Herbs for the Garden” — J.T. Benitez
10:00 a.m. - "Gardening Across the Lifespan" — Laura Akgerman
11:00 a.m. — “Trees for Bees” — Ann Chanon
12:00 noon — “Beekeeping 101: Your First Year” — Peggy Garnes
1:00 p.m. — “Helping Pollinators to Overwinter in Your Garden” — Denise Ellsworth
2:00 p.m. — “The Wonderful World of Buckeyes” — Ann Chanon

3:00 p.m. — “ Ohio Weed Identification” — Tom Davidson

Wednesday 9/18

9:00 a.m. — “Growing Vegetables in Containers” — Greg Meyer

10:00 a.m. — “Gardening for Pollinators” - Elysia Rodgers

11:00 a.m. — “Make Your Garden a Haven for Pollinators” — Denise Ellsworth
12:00 noon

1:00 p.m. — “Home Lawn Care Basics — DIY” — Greg Meyer

2:00 p.m. - “Common Turf Challenges and What to Do” — Joe Rimelspach

3:00 p.m. — “What is Mozart doing now?.. Decomposing” — Thomas DeHaas

Thursday 9/19

9:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. “Pesticide Safety in the Garden” — Mimi Rose

11:00 a.m. — “Growing garlic 101” — Carri Jagger

12:00 noon — “Beekeeping With Locally Adapted Feral Honey Bees” - Dwight Wells
1:00 — “The Benefits of Using Compost on Lawns” — Pam Sherrat

2:00 p.m. —“Garden Tool Kit Favorites” - Kathy McConkey

3:00 p.m. — “Pruning 101 — Tools, Techniques, Concepts” — Rich Pearson

=




THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,

AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Ohio State University Extension

Clark County

3130 East Main Street

Springfield, OH 45505

www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

GARDEN
CLEAN UP
JULY 31

(FOR SPGA
JUBILEE)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, Clark
County, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937-521-3860. The Master Gardener Advi-
sor is Pam Bennett. http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-blooms-
newsletters.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more informa-
tion, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.



