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with one of the 
newly planted 

Taxodium distichum, 
Baldcypress, trees 

on the “shoreline”...
right plant, right 

place.

Mark Your Calendar
1 10 am - 12 pm Perennial Comte. meeting cancelled
3 8 am - 5: pm 22nd Annual Perennial Flower School 
  Hollenbeck Bayles Center
4 1 pm - ?? Wildflower Walk - Clifton Gorge
8 1 pm - 3 pm Docent Comte. meeting OSUE LCR
9 5:30 - 7:30pm MGV General Meeting TBD
10 9 am - 4 pm MGV intern class CCESC 
 11 am - 1 pm Fundraising Comte. OSUE SCR
11 7 pm - 9 pm Beekeeping Class - OSUE LCR
12 9 am - 3 pm Beekeeping Class - OSUE LCR
13 Daylight Savings Time - Spring Forward
16 10 am - 12 pm Landscape with Nature workday at 
  SPGA. 
 1 pm - 3 pm Garden Plant Sellebration - OSUE LCR
17 9 am - 4 pm MGV intern class CCESC 
  Happy St. Paddy’s Day
18 8 am - 9 am Policy and Procedure Comte.  
  OSUE SCR
20  Blades and Blooms articles due 
 11:33 am Vernal Equinox  SPRING!
24 9 am - 4 pm MGV intern class CCESC 
 11 am - 1 pm Education Comte. meeting OSUE SCR
31 9 am - 4 pm MGV intern class CCESC
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Pam’s Posies
Spring is near!  MGV opportunities (projects) are 

gearing up and just about in full swing.  Many of 
you have been working hard this winter in meetings 
planning for dates and activities that will occur this 
season.  We are on a roll!

This truly is an exciting time to be a MGV in Clark 
County.  We have accomplished much and have 
much to accomplish!  I can’t wait for this growing 
season and the great educational programming that 
will happen.  Thanks for all efforts towards teaching 
others about horticulture.  

    I know that many of you are frustrated with 
Hands on Connect.  We will get there – it will take 
time.  Many of you remember when VMS first came 
out and the learning curve that went along with it.  
Yes, we are still tweaking HoC to make it better.  
Please take a few minutes to go into HoC and look 
around and learn about it.  The more you use it the 
more you will understand it.

In addition, we are taking suggestions from MGVs 
around the state on how to improve it.  If you have 
some recommendations (like…. I wish that…) let 
me know.  We may or may not be able to do it but if 
we can make the system better, you can believe we 
will!  Thanks for your patience as we go through this 
process.

As we get more and more into the growing season, 
please be sure to check the calendar on the Clark 
County OSUE website.  Click on the MGV program 
and on the left side you will find the calendar.  The 
calendar is listed in linear format so that there is 
digital accessibility.  OSU is requiring anything that 
goes on our website is accessible (that a digital 
reader can read this back to someone easily).  A 
table is not accessible, therefore, moving forward, 
items on our website will be in linear form (calendar 
and documents).  Rich is working on getting all the 
dates correct on the calendar.  It is NOT complete 
right now – but the dates are correct through April.  

Our important documents will also be on the 
Clark County OSUE website, right along with the 
calendar.  These will be all your documents related to 
the program.  This has not been started and will be 
completed soon. Deb Brugger, President, and Connie 
Mitchell, Past President, are working together with an 
IT committee to get this started.  Stay tuned.  We will 
get there!

Check in the newsletter for upcoming meeting 
dates for various Snyder Park Gardens and 
Arboretum Committee subcommittee meeting dates.  

Pam’s Posies  cont. on pg. 3

PRESIDENTS CORNER
Are you as antsy as I am to get out there and 

plant?  Just a few more months of patience and we 
will be there!  We’ve been buzzing at the office this 
month.  Yes, that was for Fran and Tom who started 
their bee classes.  The following are just some of the 
things we’ve been working on behind the scenes:

The new 2022 MGV Intern Class is well underway, 
and what a wonderful bunch they are.

The new SPGA Docent Training continues with 
research (the trip to the Heritage Center was 
awesome!), planning, and sharing.  This is a big 
step forward for us toward becoming a professional 
docent program and we’re excited about it.

Congratulations to Landscape with Nature on 
becoming an official Monarch Way Station! 

Policies and Procedures (thanks, George) are 
being updated.

The Perennial Committee has plans to knock our 
socks off this year!

March is a huge month (at least on my calendar), 
so get ready.  If you are following my Winter Seed 
Sowing, see my update later in the newsletter.  I hope 
you hopped on board with me.
Power to the Plants! 
Deb Brugger 
2022 President

2 Drew Titone
3 Lois O’Keefe
4 Dianne Champney
6 Stefan Broidy
9 Phyllis Frysinger
16 Linda Butler
18 Shonil Datta
19 Sally Day
21 Robert Harley
25 Wendy May
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RICH’S REMARKS
The gardening year is awakening with the energy 
of many committees activating and planning the 
projects and schedules for the season.  Yay!  That 
means gardening workdays are just around the 
corner!
Wingert Tossey Pavilion, Springfield Foundation 
Feature Garden – Holiday decorations are removed 
allowing a clear view of the space.  The Annuals 
sub-committee has plans completed for a high impact 
season long display.  Our current plan is to develop 
and complete plans for these new bed areas as 
soon as possible so that plugs and/or finished plant 
material can be sourced early. Stay tuned for those 
general calls for great opportunities to plant come 
springtime!  The SPGA Perennial Committee is 
joining in to coordinate their new projects of adding 
a show stopping perennial garden to the west side 
of the Clubhouse and an interesting new face to the 
Clematis Arbor.  These groups of talented MGV are 
also reaching beyond the defined borders of their 
individual project areas to cooperate and coordinate 
activities and designs to achieve seamless great 
aesthetic impact throughout the project areas.  
Fantastic!!!
In case some have not yet been to the late winter 
SPGA, here is the status of projects that began late 
in the 2021 season:  Irrigation system installation is 
complete, and the Sod installation is complete.  From 
what I have been hearing, those just seeing it for the 
first time are impressed!
SPGA Site Development – Estimates and current 
invoices for concrete work are currently under 
comparison and finalization.  Further work is planned, 
the schedule is yet to be determined.  The next 
phase is to extend the 10 ft. wide walk south from the 
Pavilion; the 10 ft. wide walk west from the Pavilion; 
the 2 secondary walks on the north and south sides 
of the area to the west and join an angular walk that 
will arc and connect those 2 walks with the 10 ft 
wide walk heading west from the Pavilion.  There are 
many factors involved and impacting progress, so 
stay tuned and watch for exciting progress.
Tree Planting - Springfield City Forestry crews 
completed planting several trees dug from the 
nursery just west of the Victory Garden, throughout 
the entire area of SPGA where you may have 
previously noticed a number of small flags and white 
paint “X’s” on the grass.  We now have several new 
trees of many species installed on the grounds.  

Rich’s Remarks  cont. on pg.10

Pam’s Posies  cont. from pg. 2

SNYDER PARK GARDENS AND  
ARBORETUM COMMITTEE

The Accessories Subcommittee meeting is 
scheduled for March 14, 2022, at 1:00 – 2:30 in the 
OSUE large conference room.  Those who are on 
this subcommittee should come prepared to talk 
benches, structures, and other items that will be 
accessorizing SPGA.

The SPGA Signage Subcommittee meeting is 
scheduled for March 14, 2022, at 3:00 – 4:30 p.m. in 
the OSUE large conference room.  Those who are 
on this subcommittee should come prepared to talk 
more in details about the signs and our progress.  

The SPGA Trees Subcommittee meeting is 
scheduled for March 21, 2022, at 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
in the OSUE large conference room.  Those who 
have been on this subcommittee or are interested 
in joining this subcommittee should be there.  We 
will go over your list of trees that were assigned 
and then forgotten!  And then we will talk about the 
presentations and next steps.  
Pam

And of course, since it’s March, Wildflower Walks 
begin Friday, March 4, beginning at 1:00 p.m.  This 
one will be at Clifton Gorge.  Again, please check the 
calendar for the dates and the LOCATIONS.  We will 
be meeting at different locations again this season.  If 
the weather is inclement, please check the calendar 
first (particularly if it’s raining or has been raining a 
lot) as we will indicate a cancellation on the calendar 
first thing in the morning.  If you are not sure, call the 
office number, 937-398-7600 and ask Linda or Ashley 
for the status.

I am looking forward to seeing everyone again and 
hopefully, without our masks!  I am really looking 
forward to warmer weather and working in the 
garden.

I hope you all are well and ready to go this spring! 
 As always, thank you for all that you do for the 

Ohio State University Extension Master Gardener 
Volunteer program and for me personally!
Sincerely, 
Pam

Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension
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Committee Reports
lANDSCAPE wITH NATURE 
COMMITTEE 

This is the time of year when planning turns into 
action! Help us in our effort to help Mother Nature in 
the Landscape with Nature Gardens on Wednesday, 
March 16, at 10:00 a.m.

We were delighted that our budget request for a 
shelter was approved for this year. We also are really 
excited that Shonil Datta has agreed to design and 
help construct the shelter for us. His design of the 
trellis beside the clubhouse and unique construction 
of the Garden of Eatin’ shed portends a fun and 
functional addition to our LWN gardens in Snyder 
Park Gardens and Arboretum.

The shelter will be somewhere in the area between 
the current LWN plantings and the proposed 
walkway. It will draw visitors to the garden, allow 
visitors and volunteers to relax under shade and 
avoid the hot sun, as well as provide secure storage 
for tools and garden accessories.

The LWN committee has revised the previous 
garden design to include both the shelter and 
pathways through the current planted area. The new 
design includes a habitat for native bees, plants 
for Hummingbird Lane, expansion of the Monarch 
Waystation, a backyard demonstration garden, and 
trees for pollinators.

Join us this summer as we refine the Landscape 
with Nature Gardens and eventually relax in the 
shade.
Donna Meister, Jani Malowney, and  
Tom Davidson - Co-Chairs LWN

Winter Seed Sowing  
(continued from February B&B)

Winter Seed Sowing Schedule:
February- sow perennials that need cold stratification
Mid-late March- sow hardier annuals 
late March-Early April- sow tender annuals, 
vegetables and herbs
Perennials that seem to perform well in Winter 
seed sowing: coneflower, black-eyed Susan, balloon 
flower, foxglove, delphinium, shasta daisies, painted 
daisies, liatris, gaillardia, yarrow, and veronica. 
Annuals that perform well in Winter seed sowing: 
morning glory, snapdragon, black-eyed Susan vine, 
cosmos, and zinnias

Now, for my update.  I began my Winter seed 
sowing experiment just after the ice and snow of 
early February.  So far I have resisted the constant 
temptation to go out and check on them.  I chose 
painted daisies, veronica, and black-eyed Susans 
this year.  I am hoping that my little experiment is a 
big success, and that you joined me on this journey.  
It’s not too late to join me in March with annuals!
Deb Brugger

PERENNIAl COMMITTEE
Dear MGVs,

The perennial committee has been hard at work 
planning and designing the garden beds around the 
clubhouse.

We’ve had many meetings regarding design, 
containers, and plant selections.  With so much input, 
this has been a real adventure!  We also worked 
with the annuals committee to use some of their 
selections and color palette so everything would 
coordinate.

The gardens are going to be beautiful-especially 
with the newly installed sod around the SFFG.  Huge 
improvement!

We’re not quite there yet, but soon.  We can’t wait 
to begin the actual planting this spring.
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann Doane, Jerri Taylor, Sandy Forstrom,  
Marilyn Hinderer
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Winter themed tabletop design 
idea.

To Use the Kroger Community Rewards 
Program:
1. Simply register online 

at krogercommunityrewards.com. Be sure to 
have your Kroger Plus card handy so you can 
register your card with your organization after 
you sign up. (If you do not yet have a Kroger 
Plus card, they are available at the customer 
service desk at any Kroger).

2. Click on Sign In if you are already an online 
customer or Register if you are a new on-line 
customer. You can also go to the SIGN UP 
TODAY link.

3. Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 
entering your email address and creating 
a password, agreeing to the terms and 
conditions.

4. You will then get a message to check your 
email inbox and click on the link within the 
body of the email.

5. Click on My Account and use your email 
address and password to proceed to the next 
step. Toward the bottom of your screen, you 
will find a section titled Community Rewards.

6. Click on EDIT Kroger Community Rewards 
or Click the ENROLL button and input your 
Kroger Plus card number or your registered 
phone number. (If the system does not 
recognize your phone number, please call 
1-800-576-4377, select option 4 to get your 
Kroger Plus Card number).

7. Update or confirm your information. Enter 
NPO number (XP970) or enter Community 
Services Project as the name of our 
organization you select from the drop down 
list and click on confirm.

To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will see 
your organization’s name on your information 
page. REMEMBER, purchases will not count for 
your group until after you register your card.
You must swipe your registered Kroger Plus card 
or use the phone number that is related to your 
registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for 
each purchase to count.
Please take minute of your time to enroll 
your Kroger Plus Card online for Community 
Services Project today!!

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Below are instructions for registering MGV of Clark 

Co. as your Community rewards recepient.  Total 
donations to MGV Clark Co. in 2021 was $354.24.

FAIR FlOwER SHOw COMMITTEE
I can feel the glow of the sun heating up the walk 

on the Midway, smell the sweet funnel cakes and 
hear the barker’s shouting about lemonade shake-
ups and hot fries! The next few months will fly by and 
before we know it the fair will be here.  We want you 
on our team of the Fair Flower Opportunity Group!

The new 2022 schedule for the Fair Flower Show 
is almost ready (thanks Marianne).  Fair competitions 
are divided into Divisions.  Division 90, Artistic 
Design, has six new classes for competition. We 
are looking for a Master Gardener Volunteer to take 
charge and organize Artistic Design for the fair. If you 
are interested, give us a call.  Jani: 937-284-0553. 
Marianne: 937-360-1624

There will be a new class competition in container 
plants containing Herbs with at least 3 different 
varieties.  Another new class competition in 
Perennials is using Garden Phlox, any color, one 
stem or a spray.

Other changes include moving The Pick of the 
Garden Bouquet Contest to Wednesday July 27 
on Kids’ Day.  The Pick of the Garden Bouquet 
Contest is easy to win. No exhibitor ticket needs to 
be purchased to enter.  Just go out in your backyard 
that day, cut as least 7 stems or sprays, check in 
before 2 pm and win a beautiful plaque to take home 
with pride on Friday.  We would love to see more 
Master Gardener Volunteers enter this easy and fun 
competition.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SATURDAY 
APRIL 9, 10am – 12pm, for our Fairy Garden Class 
in the Large Conference Room at OSUE. Learn some 
very good tips on designing your fairy garden entry 
from Judge Barbara Myers, Madison County Master 
Gardener, and Director of OAGC Region 16.  MORE 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW!
Jani Malowney and Marianne Ober co-chairs
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Cleaning day 2022 at the Mitchell Greenhouse.

1

2

3

4

5

Captions for pictures:
1. Rosalind Soles and Sally Day taking a short 

break.
2. Dennis Latimer with the hose.
3. Theresa Gregory and Dennis Latimer in 

serious discussion.
4. (from left)Sally Day, Linda McCann and 

Gloria Sparks busy cleaning.
5. Sally Day happy she is almost finished.

MITCHEll GREENHOUSE 
 COMMITTEE

The Mitchell Greenhouse was cleaned on February 
1st and new weed barrier cloth was put under 
the tables on the north side of the greenhouse on 
February 16th.

It will be time to start planting seeds from All 
American Selection (AAS) the second Tuesday of 
March (March 8th).  For now, notify Theresa Gregory 
at mstgregy@woh.rr.com to volunteer to plant seeds 
on Tuesdays during March and early April.  Only 2 
volunteers are needed each Tuesday.  There will 
be more workdays posted later for April and May.
Workdays are:
March 8 snapdragon
March 15 celosia and coleus
March 22 no planting today
March 29 zinnia
April 5  marigold and nasturtium

Also, volunteers to water at the greenhouse are 
needed for Sundays and Mondays from March 
13th through approximately May 28th.  We will 
train!  Substitute waterers are also needed.  Contact 
Theresa at mstgregy@woh.rr.com to volunteer.

The location of the Mitchell Greenhouse is 1515 
Mitchell Blvd. Planting time is 9 am.

Thank-you!
The Mitchell Greenhouse chairs, 
Linda McCann, Rosalind Soles, Karen Parsons and 
Theresa Gregory
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tomato seedlings needed to be planted. 
But then an “ah-ha” moment: rather than 
eat kale for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, I 
could share the extra with my neighbors. 
I harvested the kale, put it in a cooler in 
the driveway, and wrote another sidewalk-
chalk note. The harvest vanished just like 
the irises. I was so happy to be able to 
share and to contribute to others’ healthy 
diets. A passing neighbor commented that 

she even got her kids to drink kale shakes. That may 
be taking it too far: my apologies to those kids.

A few weeks later, my transplanted tomatoes were 
happily thriving in their new homes. I scrutinized 
the 20 or so extra tomato seedlings I had left. I 
always have a conflict when this time comes: I raise 
these living things from seeds, and it feels like child 
abandonment to discard them in the compost. I can 
hear them screaming, “Why didn’t you choose me? 
I would have grown better than that other seedling 
that you planted in the pot. Wait...wait...noooo!” So, I 
transplanted the extra seedlings into bigger pots and 
put them out on the driveway with another note to the 
neighbors. After just a few days, they had all been 
adopted. This was brilliant! I didn’t have to throw the 
extra seedlings out, and now my neighbors will have 
their own delicious heirloom tomatoes. By this point, I 
could almost ignore the calamitous world beyond my 
neighborhood. I was relishing my time in the garden.

 My berries were extremely productive this year, 
a bumper crop good enough for several batches of 
jam. My pantry was overflowing, even after I sent 
jars to all of my family. I put a big flat of sparkling 
jars of jewel-colored jam outside for passersby. 
They disappeared faster than anything! A few days 
later, a neighbor who enjoyed the jam delivered 
a huge basket of luscious apricots. A jam session 
later, I repeated the process with a flat of apricot jam 
on the driveway. These were snatched up almost 
immediately too.

Recently, Paul across the street saw me working in 
the front yard and invited me to see how well my—
now his—tomato plants were doing. They were lush 
and healthy. I must admit, one of his far surpassed 
my own! He was so excited to get the tomatoes that 
he’d dug up another section of his yard and planted 
cucumbers, peppers, and more. He was beaming 
like a proud parent, and I was delighted to have had 
some role in setting him on the path of becoming a 
gardener.

A young family around the corner often stops 
to chat while walking their dogs. Their 8-year-old 

Gatherings about Gardens 
Many comments and discussions were 

overheard from MGVs during the first year 
of the Covid pandemic, when we were 
sheltering at home and not freely working 
in the SPGA gardens, that our own yards 
and gardens never looked better; we had 
more time to give to them! Here is one 
gardener’s experience:

Love in the Time of Corona by Susan Barber 
Excerpted from GreenPrints Winter 2020

When the coronavirus pandemic hit, I was stunned. 
Everything felt surreal. I needed a way to feel more 
like my normal self. I needed to be grounded. 
“Grounded?” Ground! My garden!

I plunged my trowel into the garden and almost 
immediately started to feel better—especially when I 
started winning the war against the weeds! This had 
never happened before! The weeds have always 
been two steps ahead of me. But now I finally had 
enough time to keep up with the weeding and the 
pinching, pruning, feeding, transplanting, mulching, 
etc. This was wonderful.

 The only thing missing was the feeling of self-
worth I got from my interactions with the trainees 
(from her job). I was helping myself, but I missed 
the satisfaction I got from helping others. Now 
that I was spending more time in my front yard, I 
frequently noticed neighbors taking walks. Some 
pushed strollers some used walkers, many walked 
dogs. My socially distanced chats with many of these 
neighbors always cheered me up. Hmmm, maybe I 
could do something for them.

Looking around my yard, I realized that my Dutch 
irises were blooming so profusely that I had many 
more flowers than any one household could need. 
It always amazes me how gorgeous these irises are 
every year. Their contrast of sunny yellow with rich 
purple just takes my breath away. They are a brilliant 
herald of Spring. I could share this herald! I cut about 
20 striking stems and put them in a bucket of water 
on my driveway. I wrote a note with sidewalk chalk 
inviting my neighbors to take some to cheer up their 
homes. The irises went quickly, so over the next 
few days, I refilled the bucket with more blooming 
beauties. My iris bed still looked as lush and lively as 
before. How could this be? I decided to just enjoy the 
magic, gratified to see the irises disappear from the 
bucket and imagining their vibrant colors spreading 
sunshine all over the neighborhood.

The following week, I had a garden crisis: My 
kale was still growing happily in the pots where my Gatherings about Gardens cont. on pg.9
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to salads, sandwiches, even soups.  It has been so 
fun growing these things, and it’s a great way for 
me to use up some of my seeds, which, of course, 
makes room for more!

Did you see Deb Brugger’s article in the February 
newsletter?  She told us how to use milk jugs as mini 
greenhouses.  I’m going to start some this week.  I 
have a ton of miscellaneous native plant seeds I’ve 
gotten from friends over the years.  I need to do 
some research on this, but I think I am going to try 
growing Anise Hyssop (Agastache foeniculum) and 
Blue Wild Indigo (Baptisia australis).  Both of these 
plants need cold moist stratification (seeds need a 
period of cold to germinate), so now seems like a 
good time to give them a try, since we still have some 
cold nights left. Thanks for this great idea, Deb!

In the December newsletter I wrote about an 
Amaryllis bulb that we had given my father-in-law in 
2018, the last autumn of his life.  He was a lifelong 
gardener, and that bulb saw him across the finish 
line.  We have kept that beauty alive, and this winter 
it will bloom for us once again.  I love those big, red 
blooms that feel like a cheery hello from my father-in-
law.  
Happy Gardening, Friends! 
Susan Miller

Backyard News
It’s the end of an Ohio February and the weather 

is in a pitched battle between winter and spring.  We 
know that spring will surely win, but probably not fast 
enough for me.   While I wait for spring to roll around, 
I’m finding ways to do some indoor gardening.

On Valentine’s Day, I decided to give microgreens 
a try.  I love watching gardening videos on YouTube, 
so the first thing I did was find a good video on 
microgreens.  YouTube offers many, and you 
can find them with a simple search on the word 
“microgreens”.  I settled on 
one called “How to Grow 
Microgreens at Home” on 
the Morning Chores channel.  
In seven minutes and thirty-
four seconds I was ready to 
go!

First, I gathered my tools, 
some shallow containers, 
potting soil, seeds and a light 
source.  I’ve been collecting 
containers from the grocery 
store, and I settled on some 
5 inch by 7 inch plastic containers.  I have plenty of 
potting soil because I am a mad gardener, which 
means I also have lots of seeds.  In my first batch, 
I’m trying 
radish, 
sunflower, 
broccoli and 
peas.  I’m 
using grow 
lights, but a 
bright window 
works 
great, too.  I 
moistened 
my soil, 
filled my 
containers, and planted my seeds.  Then I started 
watching, spritzing water along the way.  The 
radishes were up within a couple days. Within a week 

everything 
had sent out 
shoots.  I can 
harvest these 
beauties when 
they are about 
two inches 
tall.  I can add 
their healthy 
deliciousness 

Tom’s father with the  
Amaryllis in 2018.

Tom with the Amaryllis today. 
Blooms begin!

I’ve got growth everywhere!

Many seeds make 
great microgreens.

Delish!
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son, William, has given me beautiful hand-made 
construction paper thank-you cards for my offerings. 
Another neighbor has brought me multiple batches of 
fresh zucchini, something I don’t grow myself. After 
43 years of marriage, Kim finally realized he does 
indeed like zucchini, so this was a clear win-win. A 
few other neighbors have stopped by to return empty 
jam jars (I’m glad, those jars aren’t cheap), and we 
have enjoyed socially distant chatting. When I was 
working, I had so little time for this type of visiting, 
and it has been a real pleasure to get to know so 
many new people.

I am so grateful to have a garden, now more than 
ever. Besides the peace and joy it gives me while I 
am immersed in it, the new connections I have made 
with my neighbors have helped fill the void left when 
my job so suddenly disappeared. Not long ago, I 
was pruning a tree in the front yard when a neighbor 
stopped, rolled down her window and thanked me for 
spreading joy. 

I’m receiving fully as much joy myself. All thanks to 
my garden.
From the poets: 
“Indoors or out, no one relaxes in March, that month 
of wind and taxes, the wind will presently disappear, 
the taxes last us all the year.”--Ogden Nash
“It was one of those March days when the sun shines 
hot and the wind blows cold: when it is summer in the 
light, and winter in the shade.”--Charles Dickens
“Daffodils, that come before the swallow dares, 
and take the winds of March with beauty.”--William 
Shakespeare
“Spring is when you feel like whistling even with a 
shoe full of slush.”--Doug Larson
From husband Mark: Marriage Counselor: Your wife 
says you never buy her flowers. Is that true? Me: To 
be honest, I never knew she sold flowers.
Til next time, Judy Finnegan

Gloria Sparks

Class of 2012 member Gloria Sparks has fond 
memories of working on the family farm. As one of 
six daughters, she learned many life lessons whether 
hand cultivating in their sweet corn fields or watching 
her mother’s gladiolas bloom. Her first cousin Scotty 
Pendleton carries on the family tradition as owner of 
Pendleton’s Produce. 

After receiving a Commercial Art Associates Degree 
at Clark Technical College, Gloria went on to major 
in psychology. While pursuing a Master’s degree in 
social work at Wright State, she met her husband-
to-be Ron who helped her through a challenging 
statistics class. Marriage followed in 1990.

Former MGV Barbara Hall, who later became her 
mentor, encouraged her to attend MGV events even 
before Gloria’s retirement in 2010. It was Gloria’s 
pleasure to bring Barbara to the Christmas drive 
through at SPGA this past December.

The Early Ohio Settler’s Garden has been one 
of her favorite sites to volunteer, first at Gateway 
Gardens and now at SPGA. She also enjoys watering 
at the Mitchell Greenhouse since it reminds her of the 
many hours she 
did it at their own 
family farm and 
greenhouse. 

As a genealogy 
enthusiast Gloria 
has traced her 
paternal line to the 
Civil War. Others 
in the family are 
pursuing the 
maternal side. 
During her spare 
time, she enjoys 
doing puzzles with 
her sister Ginny. 

Over the Garden Gate

by Wendy May

Gatherings about Gardens cont. from pg.7
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HMMMM….that sounds like an educational “Tree ID” 
treasure hunt could be a fun activity….hmmmm……  
Not to mention a task for our labelling committee!  
Take a look at the remnants of “Lake SPGA” formed 
from the recent heavy rains.  Some may notice some 
of our newly planted trees close to or even in the 
water.  Take a closer look and “not to worry”!  That 
is a great example of right plant, right place – for 
Taxodium distichum, Baldcypress.
Entrance Garden – MGV Entrance Garden Design 
Sub-Committee of SPGA are developing a well-
considered proposal. Additional meetings are 
planned.  Relative to the Entrance Garden, we 
have an estimate to relocate the utility poles along 
the south side of the drive to the Dog Park, over to 
the north, through the barn fence site, to allow for 
unobstructed site preparation and construction, as 
well as a significant aesthetic improvement.
Volunteer Events –

Monthly Garden clean-up/workdays will very soon 
reactivate for the season, including mulching some 
new trees, winter weed removal, planting of the many 
new beds mentioned above, spring garden activities 
in all of our established beds, Greenhouse activities, 
and Field Trial preparation and planting.  Wow!  What 
a lot of FUN waiting to be had!
VMS – Transition to Salesforce/ Hands on Connect 
is still in process.  Please bear with us as additional 
bugs and glitches are arising and being dealt with.  
Very soon there will be complete and detailed 
information on how to use this new system and 
also where to access a number of items that were 
available on VMS but now have a new home.  
Nothing is lost, just a little more “fun” to find it!  
Please dig deep in the “Well of Patience” as we all 
learn this new system – I too am “digging deep” to 
learn this!
Information and Communication – With VMS 
no longer available, we must adjust how we 
share information.  I am working on refining some 
spreadsheets of email contact lists to allow for 
needed focus and targeting of specific committees.  
Documents are no longer available on VMS but are 
now posted on the OSUE Clark County website.  
Additionally, there is now a calendar of MGV and 
SPGA events on that website as well; it is undergoing 
some revisions to comply with ability access 
requirements; a necessary component of which 
is shifting to a linear rather than grid presentation 
of events and activities.   “Read only” access is 

Rich’s Remarks  cont. from pg.3 available to all, there is limited access to post any 
item.
MGV Intern Class 2022 –The new MGV Intern 
Class 2022 is underway!  We have 24 interns, 4 of 
whom are opting for the “virtual sessions” as they 
are still working full time.  We had one, and hopefully 
the last and only weather cancellation, and are 
now back up and learning!  Also, are you aware 
of the change of venue?  Due to COVID spacing 
requirements we are not meeting in the OSUE Clark 
County offices; our classes meet at (for now) the 
Clark County Educational Service Center, 4170 
Allium Ct, Springfield, OH 45505.   This is about 
5 minutes east from our offices at 3130 East Main 
St., travelling east on 40, passed Walmart, passed 
the Drive-In, just passed Meadows Restaurant, on 
the right or south side of the road you will see the 
sign.  The meeting room is significantly larger so we 
can offer the opportunity to our seasoned MGV to 
attend sessions to add to their CE count as well as 
meet the new interns!  We sent out invitations for 
our seasoned MGVs to accept the responsibility and 
honor of mentoring - welcoming and guiding an intern 
through the many aspects of becoming a certified 
Clark County Master Gardener Volunteer.  I think we 
have some great interest, skill, and talent in this new 
crew!   

The incredible and amazing Clark County MGV 
Team will very soon get even better when these 
Interns join your ranks!  Wow!  I am so looking 
forward to being part of this even bigger, even better 
MGV Team!
Thank you ALL for ALL you do!
---Rich---

TURF COMMITTEE  
IMPORTANT UPDATE

The Turf Committee met recently and have 
decided to put a pause on this project.  We are 
looking at potentially changing the direction of 
this area and possibly incorporating a display 
of ornamental grasses and alternatives to turf.  
Stay tuned for more details.  We will NOT be 
doing anything this summer other than asking 
NTPRD to mow the area.  We will be in the 
planning stages this season, hoping to install 
next spring.  Watch for a summer meeting to 
discuss this idea in more detail.  
Fred Miller and Pam Bennett
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Clark 
clark.osu.edu

       COLLEGE of FOOD, AGRICULTURAL and ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES CFAES 

BASIC BEEKEEPING 
Presented by : Master Gardeners of Clark County  (MGV CE Credits = 7hrs)  

 Fran Davidson with award winning honey        Tom Davidson demonstrating hive insulation 

    Join Fran and Tom Davidson for a 7 hour course about the amazing hobby/ business of
beekeeping. The multi media course is a fascinating exploration of honeybee biology and the 
challenging relationship between the honeybee and the modern beekeeper. The course is designed 
for beginning beekeepers to successfully install and raise bees the first year and beyond. Tom and 
Fran are certified Master Gardeners and UFIFAS certified Advanced Beekeepers. They maintain 50 
bee colonies in Clark county and have operated  ‘Golden Queen Honey” as a successful local 
beekeeping operation for 13 years. 
Class offered  Friday evening March 11 and Saturday, March 12, 2022 

 Classroom size and Health precautions Will follow Federal, State and Local Guidelines.
Registration checks will be returned if received after class capacity is reached.
 Bring or locally buy your own Lunch Saturday (1 hour break outside classroom) 

Where:  Ohio State University Extension, Clark County Office 
 3130 East Main Street , Springfield, OH   45505  

Cost : $40 per person with textbook:  “Bee-Sentials” by Connor & Muir.  
$25 W/O textbook (includes  comprehensive notebook) 

Time:  Friday, March 11 – 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. and Saturday, March 12 – 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Register by March 9, 2022; Please make checks payable to:  MASTER GARDENERS OF CLARK 
COUNTY, Attn: Beekeeping Course, P.O. Box 158, Springfield, OH 45501 

Name:_________________________________________________________ $____________ 

Name:_________________________________________________________ $____________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________________ 

Email_____________________________@__________________Phone__________________ 
Questions  (Tom) 937 271 4023 or (Fran) 937 609 0956  web: steady72@aol.com 

BASIC BEEKEEPING 
Presented by : Master Gardeners of Clark County      (MGV CE Credits = 7hrs)  

Fran Davidson with award winning honey                   Tom Davidson demonstrating hive insulation 

    Join Fran and Tom Davidson for a 7 hour course about the amazing hobby/ business of 
beekeeping. The multimedia course is a fascinating exploration of honeybee biology and the 
challenging relationship between the honeybee and the modern beekeeper. The course is 
designed for beginning beekeepers to successfully install and raise bees the first year and 
beyond. Tom and Fran are certified Master Gardeners and UFIFAS certified Advanced 
Beekeepers. They maintain 50 bee colonies in Clark county and have operated  Golden Queen 
Honey as a successful local beekeeping operation for 13 years. 

Class offered  Friday evening March 11 and Sat March 12 2022 
Classroom size and health precautions Will follow Federal, State and Local Guidelines. 

Registration Checks will be returned if received after class capacity is reached. 
 Bring or locally buy your own Lunch Saturday ( 1 hour break outside classroom) 

    Where:  Ohio State University Extension, Clark County Office 
                               3130 East Main Street , Springfield, OH   45505                
Cost :  $40 per person with textbook:  “Bee-Sentials” by Connor & Muir. 
            $25 W/O textbook (includes  comprehensive notebook) 

Register by March 9: Complete application & return with check to : 
  MASTER GARDENERS OF CLARK COUNTY, P.O. Box 158, Springfield, OH 45501 
Attn Beekeeping  (Check payable to Master Gardeners of Clark County) 
 Course  Friday 11 March 2022 6:30-8:30PM & Saturday 12 March 2022 9AM-3PM 
Name:____________________________________________________$_______ 
Name:____________________________________________________$_______ 
Address___________________________________________________________ 
EMail____________________________@_____________Phone_____________ 
Questions  (Tom) 937 271 4023 or (Fran) 937 609 0956  web: steady72@aol.com 



Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, 
Clark County, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937.398.7600. The Master Gardener 
Advisor is Pam Bennett. http://clark.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/blades-
blooms-newsletters
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.  For more informa-
tion, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

March 9th, 2022
Garden Clean up 

10:00 am
(Weather permitting)

A Christmas Artistic Design 
example from Judge 
Barbara Myers for the Clark 
County Fair schedule. The 
theme for Fair Flower Show 
is Christmas in July. 
This sample was Winter 
with the flowing snow 
represented by the large 
plastic shape down through 
the design.


