
Master Gardeners of Clark County 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

August 11, 2021 

President Connie Mitchell called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. Minutes of the June 16, 2021, 

meeting may be viewed on the VMS. President Mitchell asked for additions or corrections to the 

minutes. As there were none, Marianne Ober moved the minutes be approved, and Sue Ann Dill 

seconded the motion. The minutes, as viewed on the VMS, were unanimously approved. 

All members were present, along with Pam Bennett and Rich Pearson: 

 Connie Mitchell, President 

 Deb Brugger, President Elect 

 Donna Myers, Past President 

 George Simon II, Treasurer 

 Teresa Magill, Assistant Treasurer 

 Marianne Ober, Member at Large 

 Sue Ann Dill, Member at Large 

 Kathy Mark, Secretary 

Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer, George Simon II, reported the following: 

Donations received at the Garden Jubilee totaled $361.00. In addition, two checks of $1,000 each were 

received and attributed to line item 254. 

 
June 2021 

 
July 2021 

 
Designated Funds $67,731.14  

Beginning Balance $28,779.45   $25,391.91   Money Market $31,122.59  

Income $442.90   $900.41   Stock $57,239.18  

Expenses $3,830.44   $4,439.84   Bonds $40,368.04  

Ending Balance $25,391.91  
 

$21,852.48  
 

Total Assets $150,582.29  

Pam Bennett Report 

KBBP Golf outing – September 24, 2021. Need people to sign up between noon and 6:00 to staff table (2 

per time slot) to raise awareness of SPGA.  Have a water can for donations.  Promote the gardens.  Can 

stay for lunch and dinner.  I will send the email to whomever will handle the signup. Connie and Deb 

volunteered to work. 

Money for tours – one from Bellbrook Garden club that Rich did and one that Rita Lane did and a 

program from the Muirfield Garden Club presentation that Pam did. Tours can be lucrative. 

Entrance committee – looking at Mike Major for a potential design; he had some great ideas.  Missy and 

Lois will present the idea to the Entrance Committee.  Next fundraiser, approximately 100,000.00. 

Sidewalks – would be the next priority.  Approximately 300K. 



Springfield Foundation Feature Garden – should be completed this fall. 

Office Personnel – Starting to incorporate Barb Spaller into our MGV work efforts. 

Hands-on-Connect – A major glitch has kept us from launching the system.  More to follow. 

2022 Training Class -- We will be training a new class in 2022. Expecting it to be large. Our current 

facility can accommodate a maximum of 35 students. If there are more, we will consider forming an 

additional class. Discussion followed regarding alternate venues. Watch for information on recruiting. 

Gift Card – Pam requested $200.00 to purchase a gift card for Aleacia.  Her last day is coming soon.  

Donna Myers moved to do so. Motion was seconded by Marianne Ober and unanimously approved. 

 

Rich Pearson Report 

Wingert Tossey Pavilion – The perimeter beds received stone prior to Jubilee. Temporary dedication 

naming was installed prior to Jubilee. Sourcing permanent lettering is in process. 

Springfield Foundation Feature Garden – All 6 beds of the original design were completed to the point 

of available plant material; there is more to source and install as/when available. Additional beds are 

planned for the junction with the concrete plaza of the east/west 10 ft. walk joining the Clubhouse with 

the Pavilion. Removal of the Sycamore tree stump is needed. Two additional beds are planned for either 

side of that walk to site some small – medium range shade trees. An irrigation system is needed and 

under consideration – best to wait until the additional beds are at least amended and prepped. 

Installation of sod is planned for the area defined by the two-secondary east/west walks and between 

the Clubhouse and the Pavilion. Expecting additional plant material, irrigation, and sod by Fall. 

SPGA Site Development – Completion of the 8 ft. walk along the west side of the Clubhouse, 

“temporary” replacement steps to the Clubhouse porch, concrete plaza/pad, 10 ft. east/west walk, two 

east/west secondary walks, and the south 10 ft. walk spur were deemed a good point to pause 

construction until after Jubilee. Finish grading was completed to eliminate any trip hazards and make 

preliminary preparation for the sod installation. Additional construction is planned for the remaining 

season to install a 10 ft. wide walk heading west, extension of the two east/west secondary walks to the 

west, an angling “secondary” walk on either side that will join the termination of those east west 

secondary walk extensions with the 10 ft. wide west walk. 

Entrance Garden – MGV Entrance Garden Design Sub-Committee of SPGA presented a well-prepared 

and thought-out evaluation and alternative solutions to the previous plan. Development of these ideas 

is ongoing, including seeking details of elements existing in other public gardens. The committee met 

with Mike Major for preliminary development of ideas and initial cost estimates. Additional meetings 

are planned. 

SPGA Barn Fenced Area – This space continues to provide an ideal site for receiving and holding plant 

materials for projects underway on the grounds including Field Trials and, most recently, Springfield 

Foundation Feature Garden plants. 



Volunteer Events – Monthly Garden clean-up days continue and have evolved into weekly or bi-weekly 

efforts. There is a need to form Perennial sub-committees. Planting and spring preparation activities are 

underway and/or completed in the Early Ohio Settlers Garden, Garden of Eatin’, and Victory Garden. 

Field Trials evaluations are underway, weeding and maintenance continue. Great progress was made on 

the new Landscape with Nature Garden and committee in time to show it off at Jubilee. SPGA Garden 

Walks and Garden Talks continue. Multiple committee meetings in process for planning of upcoming 

events. 

Field Trials – Evaluations are underway for the Full Sun, Shade, Container, and Perennial Field Trials. 

MGV teams continue to weed and assist with maintenance. 

VMS – Transition to Salesforce/ Hands on Connect is still in process. 

 

Old Business 

Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum 

a. Wingert Tossey Pavilion Permanent Sign – Annie at McKray’s will make 4” sign for samples. 

Final size will be 8” and will be made of brushed gold or bronze. Payment will be from Lola 

Walston’s sign donation. 

b. Possible Events – Connie Tossey’s son is getting married and wishes to make a donation and use 

the pavilion for a bridal shower. At the September SPGA meeting, discussion will consider music 

in the gardens one time per month and children’s activities while adult activities are taking 

place. 

c. Signage – Interpretive signage and garden signs will be installed this Fall. Wayfinding signs will 

be installed later, after sidewalks are completed. In the future, currently existing highway signs 

will be changed from “Snyder Park Tennis Courts” to “Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum.” 

PT Classes – Claudia Fett 

We need to discuss fitness options other than those previously suggested. 

Recent donations for memorials 

There are currently four memorial accounts. Expenditures from these accounts is at the discretion of the 

Board. Consider combining into one account. 

Funds paying Dennis end of August 

Deb presented a motion to pay Dennis at the contracted rate of $1,500 per month, Not to Exceed 

$4,000, to the end of the current growing season. Teresa seconded the motion, and it was carried 

unanimously. The plan for next year’s contract is to pay Dennis $15.00 per hour. 

Farm Science Review 

Rich and Mara are setting up speakers. We will have two Ask a Master Gardener tables, manned by 

Master Gardener Volunteers. 

  



Publicity 

Barb and Mara are designing a checklist form for all committee chairs. 

Steppin’ Up @ SPGA 

The Education Committee will send information to Kim Bachmann. 

Garden Walks and Talks 

August 19 – Bees – Tom and Fran Davidson 

September 18 – Trees – Deb Brugger 

September 23 – Seed Saving – Garden of Eatin’ 

Garden Recognition Dinner 

Connie will follow up with Judy. 

 

New Business 

Nominations/Straw Vote 

Straw votes will be collected at the September General Meeting. Connie, Deb, Barb, and Mara will 

coordinate this effort. 

Director of SPGA 

Pam plans to retire in 3-5 years. It is not time to name a Director yet, but, because of the complexity of 

funding and other issues, it is vital to begin discussions soon. In 2022, a committee will be formed to 

consider all possibilities. One scenario would be to form a Hort/Agriculture/Master Gardener 

endowment to fund the Horticulture position. 

State Conference 

The State conference, scheduled for October 14-15, will be virtual. 

Policy 

It is essential that we produce a Policy and Procedure Manual to provide robust guidance on such issues 

as: Donation Acceptance; Memorial benches and trees; Emeritus Member designation, etc. 

 

There being no further business, Donna Myers moved to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Sue Ann 

Dill, and this meeting of the Board of Trustees was adjourned at 7:00pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Mark, Secretary 


