
Master Gardeners of Clark County 

General Meeting 

September 8, 2021 

President Connie Mitchell called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. Minutes of the July 14, 2021, meeting 

may be viewed on the VMS. President Mitchell asked for additions or corrections to the minutes. As 

there were none, the minutes were approved as posted. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer, George Simon II, reported the following: 

 July 2021  August 2021  Designated Funds $69,956.14  

Beginning Balance $25,391.91   $21,852.48   Money Market $31,129.20  

Income $900.41   $6,130.52   Stock $57,221.92  

Expenses $4,439.84   $3,305.84   Bonds $40,425.31  

Ending Balance $21,852.48   $24,677.16   Total Assets $153,453.59  
 

Pam Bennett Report 

Farm Science Review and Utzinger Garden – The message that is to be conveyed is that the Utzinger 

Garden is in transition and will be developed with the funds that are available. Please be conscientious 

in presenting a positive attitude about the garden to the public.  I know this is difficult and a challenge 

for us because of our relationship to it. Just be aware of the perception created by negativity.  There are 

still open spots for anyone wanting to staff the MGV/AaMGV stand. 

2022 Hours will return to normal – volunteer hours and continuing education hours separate.  Hort 

Lunch and Learns and Happy Hours will return in October through next spring season.  Registration 

coming soon. 

State Conference – October 14, 15, virtual.  Awards program is October 14 evening free.  Cost for 

conference is $40.00 and includes the recordings of all programs.  Hopefully  next year we will be in 

Cleveland. 

Keep Clark County Beautiful Fall Planting Day – October 1, 2021, at 1:00 pm.  Anyone who wants to 

help needs to contact Rich so that he has a count. We have asked for thirty (30) volunteers and need 

MGVs to assist. We will be meeting around noon to determine project leaders and directions for the 

helpers. 

Service Work – Southeastern FFA coming on October 3, 2021, to complete service work in the garden.  

We will have plenty of work for them as well. 

New class open houses – September 29 and October 11 at the Extension office.  We will be advertising 

and need your help with word of mouth. 

 



Ohio Division of Wildlife – is lifting its previous recommendation to stop feeding birds. However, 

caution and vigilance are always necessary to help prevent further spread of diseases at bird feeders. 

Reports of sick or dead birds possibly affected with the mysterious bird illness in Ohio have slowed 
considerably. A majority of birds reported with the illness were immature or fledgling birds, and the 
breeding season is now primarily over. 

There is still no diagnosis on the cause of the mysterious bird illness. Research is ongoing at multiple 
labs. 

Many other songbird diseases can be passed through feeding. It is important to keep feeders clean: 
use a 10% bleach solution (1 part bleach, 9 parts water), rinse, and let dry at least once a week. Take 
a break (7-10 days) from feeding if you see sick or dead birds. This prevents birds from congregating 
and passing transmissible diseases. 

Symptoms of diseases such as house finch eye disease and salmonellosis include reddish or crusty 
eyes, and neurological conditions such as poor balance and coordination. 

Report any problems on ODNR website. 

Golf Outing – Connie location has been changed, send email update. Fundraiser for MGVs on September 

24, 2021. 

Idea for Code violations for Springfield City and landscapes – Would you be interested in a community 

service project of some type requiring one to two hours per month.  Explanation followed – collecting 

names of those interested to meet and explore the idea. This item was tabled. 

Funding of Positions – Pam gave an overview of how Rich’s position is funded (from the state money for 

her .5FTE), Mara is paid for by the County Commissioner money for ½ of the 42,000.00 Hort position.  

Chadwick .25 FTE allows her to hire a student or two to help with State MGV program and her .25 is 

state MGVs. 

“All Things Landscape” – workshop is October 8 at the Derby – details to be announced soon. 

Hands-On Connect – is slowing rolling out, beginning with Athens County. Clark County will not be ready 

to collect hours for the Recognition Celebration. MGVs, please submit your total CEU and total 

Volunteer hours to Rich by September 30. 

  



Rich Pearson Report 

Wingert Tossey Pavilion – The perimeter beds received stone prior to Jubilee. Temporary dedication 

naming was installed prior to Jubilee. Sourcing permanent  lettering is in process.  Weekly or more often 

cleaning is scheduled. 

Springfield Foundation Feature Garden –  

All six (6) beds of the original design were completed to the point of available plant material; there is 

more to source and install as/when available.  Additional beds are planned for the junction with the 

concrete plaza of the east/west 10  ft. walk joining the Clubhouse with the Pavilion.  These beds are 

now amended and prepped, ready to plant.  Removal of the Sycamore tree stump was completed 

Saturday, August 28. 

 

Two (2) additional beds are planned for either side of that walk to site some small – medium range 

shade trees.  These beds are now amended and prepped, ready to plant. 

 

An irrigation system is needed and under consideration – best to wait until the  additional 

beds are at least amended and prepped. 

 

Installation of sod is planned for the area defined by the 2-secondary east/west walks and between 

the Clubhouse and the Pavilion. 

SPGA Site Development – Completion of the walks currently in use was deemed a good point to pause 
construction until after Jubilee.  Additional construction is planned for the remaining season to install a 
10 ft. wide walk  heading west, extension of the two (2) east/west secondary walks to the west, an 
angling “secondary” walk on either side that will join the termination of those east west secondary walk 
extensions with the 10 ft. wide west walk. 

Entrance Garden – MGV Entrance Garden Design Sub-Committee of SPGA presented a well-prepared 
and thought-out evaluation and alternative solutions to the previous plan.  Development of these ideas 
is ongoing, including seeking details of elements existing in  other public gardens.  Details of the current 
progress will be available for the SPGA meeting later this month. 

Field Trials – Evaluations continue for the Full Sun, Shade, Container, and Perennial Field Trials.  MGV 
teams continue to weed and assist with maintenance. 
 
Volunteer Events and VMS – Transition to Salesforce/Hands on Connect is still in process. 

Monthly Garden clean-up days – continue and have evolved into weekly or bi-weekly efforts. 

*** Clark County MVGs have performed far and well beyond all expectation to make the entirety of 

SPGA absolutely shine for the Grand Opening and Dedication of the Wingert Tossey Pavilion and first 

presentation of the Springfield Foundation Feature Garden.  I know so many of you are at or beyond 

your limits.  I fully understand and truly appreciate your strength and commitment to see it through and 

get it done.  Thank you ALL so very much!!!   I so truly appreciate ALL your hard work and dedication. 

 



Committee Reports: 

Early Ohio Settlers Garden –The Early Ohio Settler’s Garden is winding down like a good garden should 

near the end of the season. After a summer of exceptional productivity, it is now providing us with a lot 

of seeds for next year. 

We are very happy to have accomplished the installation of the old-fashioned pump, courtesy of Drew 

Titone, and to have our compass plant behind the “mile marker” stone in such good form. Not sure it is 

really pointing north, but it is still young and has a lot to learn. 

It was a busy summer of festivals and tours, and the garden was beautiful thanks to all the great 

volunteers who keep it that way. They are a creative lot and turned broken falling-down corn stalks into 

festive shocks. 

It appears that we have some challenges to address next year. The deer and racoons were increasingly 

destructive throughout the summer, and probably that will continue. The water blast that protects the 

Garden of Eatin’ might make the Early Ohio Settler’s Garden look like easy pickings, but those critters 

better beware. Our wrap-up meeting on September 20th will include “Ways to Make Those Animals Very 

Afraid.” 

We also need to brainstorm ways to discourage people from taking our ripe vegetables. Consider our 

tomato plants that have had their new leaves eaten by deer and their fruit taken by two-legged 

creatures. No tomatoes larger than a shooter marble were left on the very stubby vines. The peppers 

were taken and the squash. Oddly, no one recognized the okra as an edible. The pods got so big, they 

really WEREN’T fit to eat. 

—Peggy Shank, Judy and Mark Finnegan, and Kim Bachman 

Education – The recent Garden Talk conducted by Tom and Fran Davidson was the first time non-MGVs 

have participated. A tree identification walk will be conducted on September 18. We will work toward 

including an article about our activities in the first quarter 2021 issue of the NTPRD publication. Connie 

and Sue Ann were the Steppin’ Out winners. Docent and Safety issues were tabled. 

Fair Entrance Garden – The committee will meet next Tuesday for cleanup. 

Fair Flower Show – Janie Malowney reporting: They will have a new judge. Planning will begin 

February/March 2022 timeframe. 

Field Trials/Greenhouse – Pot cleaning is scheduled for next Tuesday, 8:30am. 

Fund Raising – Judy Finnegan and Fabenne Brandenburg reporting: Drew will conduct a tool sharpening 

seminar on September 25, 9:00am – 1:00pm. Maximum thirty (30) participants. Kroger rewards $84.73 

February – April 2021. We receive an average of $300 per year from this program. We can also receive 

funds through Amazon Smiles.  

Garden and Plant Sell-A-Bration – Several MGVs will be making a trip to Mill Creek this Friday. Flowers 

for the plant sale will be ordered in February.  



Garden of Eatin’ – Janet reporting: They experienced great success with water technique for wildlife. 

Seed Savers presentation will host a guest speaker on September 23 at 5:30pm. 

Landscape with Nature – Donna Meister reporting: The focus is on keeping and supporting pollinators. 

A monarch waystation is planned. 

Perennial Gardens – Jerri Taylor, Marilyn Hinderer, Ann Doane, and Sandy Forstrom are the new co-

chairs. Kathy McConkey will step back at the end of the year, and Fabenne has decided to concentrate 

her efforts on the fundraising committee. The new co-chairs are working together to organize, share 

responsibilities, plan future education events, manage and maintain the present gardens, and 

conceptualize/evaluate the future of our gardens. 

We have decided to copy the “adopt a bed” program. 

Our goal is to have a quarterly education program. 

Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum (SPGA) –  

Anyone can be on this big-picture committee whose mission is one of guidance and design. 

Two (2) memorial benches are installed. One more space is available in the current area. Cost is $5,000. 

Next meeting is September 13 at 10:00am. 

The Entrance Committee will present design by a local artist on Monday. 

Donation guidance draft will soon be finalized. 

Tree Sub-Committee – will be presenting in October.  Selecting trees to be planted in late September, 

and the city will plant them from the nursery for us. 

Signage for SPGA –  

Leann is checking with the city on changing signs on Route 4 and 41 coming into town. Currently they 

say Snyder Park Tennis Courts – we are proposing Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum – this way. 

Proposal to have a sign at the entrance similar to the stone signs around the entire NTPRD property, a 

directional sign at the entrance to the service road with the gardens listed. 

Garden chairs will be asked to work with their committees for language to be used on the interpretive 

sign for the garden.  We have a tentative design for this. 

Wayfinding signage within the garden will be developed as sidewalks are developed. 

Memorial Hall architectural pieces will have bronze plaques. 

Individual garden signs will be installed this fall.  Need the exact language on Early Ohio Settler’s Garden. 

SPGA subcommittee will go to campus this winter and create plant labels to be used within gardens.  

Pam will be asking garden chairs to get a spreadsheet of their plant names. 

 



SPGA Jubilee – Susan reporting: The Jubilee was a great success. The wrap-up meeting had good 

attendance, and many great ideas were suggested. The committee is considering adding more food 

trucks and vendors for next year’s Jubilee. 

Swags – Wendy May reporting: The committee will begin meeting in mid-October. They are keeping 

options open as COVID restrictions may still affect how we conduct this service project. 

 

Victory Garden – Ed Wozniak reporting: Ed is encouraging a potential recruit, Nick. Second Harvest is 

currently conducting inventory – we will be unable to donate produce until completion. We have 

donated 8,200 pounds of produce so far this season. Tomato cages will be removed September 21. Ed 

has garlic to share. The men on the committee are faithful in being proactive and maintaining constant 

vigilance to control critter activity in the garden. 

 

Old Business: 

Docent and Tour Guides will begin to organize in October. 

Publicity – where can we put flyers and posters? 

Shirt order – Fifteen (15) came in today. The remainder are due to arrive this Friday. Distribution will be 

next week. 

New Business: 

Budget requests and Committee reports are due by September 30. 

Policy and Procedure Manual – George will chair a committee to update and produce this guidance. 

Work will begin in October. 

Monthly music in the garden next year. Contact Pam with ideas. 

Turn in straw votes tonight. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kathy Mark, Secretary 


