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Small Shrubs for the 
Landscape

Pam Bennett
State Master Gardener Volunteer Program Director

Associate Professor

Small =

Usually under 20’ 
tall

Dwarf plants

• Warning! The following article is from The
Great Soviet Encyclopedia (1979). It might
be outdated or ideologically biased.

…plants that are abnormally small for a given species or genus. Dwarf
varieties of birch, pine, willow, and fir develop as a result of poor soil or
adverse climatic conditions in the arctic and the antarctic, as well as on
high mountains. Dwarf fruit trees and ornamentals are produced by arti

ficial grafting on stocks with poorly developed root systems or by cultiva
ting seedlings in pots filled with tightly packed soil. 
Artificial dwarfs include oak, gingko, maple, cherry, and plum trees. In a
lifetime of 100 years, dwarfs barely reach the height of 1 m. Dwarf plan

ts are widely cultivated in Japan.



4/25/2023

2

Dictionary.com

Dwarf is a term often 
used to describe very 

small plants.

Dwarf

• Growth rate
–1 – 6” per year

• Dwarf Alberta Spruce

Compact

Shorter internodes

Unusual characteristic

compact burning bush “wings”
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Berberis ‘Crimson Pigmy’

Berberis ‘Aurea’
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Berberis ‘Bonanza Gold’

Berberis ‘Golden Ruby’

Callicarpa dichotoma
Beautyberry
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Caryopteris x 
clandonensis

Caryopteris 
'Blue Mist'

Caryopteris Summer Sorbet
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Caryopteris 
'Worcester Gold'

Chaenomeles speciosa

C. ‘Double Take’™ Series (red, pink orange, thornless, 
double flowers)
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Clethra alnifolia ‘Sixteen Candles’

Clethra alnifolia ‘Ruby Spice’

Clethra alnifolia ‘Hummingbird’



4/25/2023

9

Cotoneaster apiculata
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Cotoneaster dammeri ‘Tom Thumb’

Cornus sericea Redtwig dogwood
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Cornus ‘Midwinter Fire’

Euonymus alatus
‘Compactus’ (9-10’)

‘Rudy Haag     3-5’’  

Fothergilla gardenii Dwarf fothergilla

F. ‘Mt. Airy’ 4-5’

F. ‘Blue Mist’ 1-3’
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Hydrangeas

• H. macrophylla Bigleaf

• H. arborescens Smooth

• H. paniculata Panicle

• H. quercifolia Oakleaf

• H. seratta Mountain

• H. anomala Climbing

Hydrangea arborescens ‘Hayes Starburst’
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Hydrangea arborescens ‘Annabell’

Hydrangea ‘Endless Summer’
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Hydrangea paniculata ‘Limelight’
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Hydrangea paniculata ‘Limelight Prime’

Hydrangea paniculata ‘Vanilla Strawberry’
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H.‘Little Lime’

H.‘Chazam’ (Chantilly)™
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Hydrangea quercifolia

Hydrangea quercifolia ‘Snow Queen

H. quercifolia ‘Pee Wee’

H. quercifolia ‘Sike’s Dwarf’
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H. serrata Lacecap

• ‘Tuff Stuff

• ‘Tuff Stuff Ah-Ha

• “Tuff Stuff Top Fun

Itea ’Henry’s Garnet’

Itea ’Little Henry’
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Kolkwitzia amabilis ‘Dream Catcher’
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Potentilla fruiticosa

Potentilla 'Goldfinger’
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Physocarpus ‘Coppertina’

Physocarpus opulifolius ‘Little Devil’
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Sambucus ‘Black Lace’

Spiraea ‘Goldflame’
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Spiraea ‘Little Princess’

Spiraea ‘Big Bang’

Spiraea ‘Magic Carpet’
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Syringa meyeri ‘Miss Kim
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Weigela ‘Wine and Roses’

Buxus ‘Green Gem’
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Buxus ‘Green Velvet’

B. ‘Green Mound’

Buxus ‘Green Mountain’
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Chamaecyparis pisifiera ‘Filifera’

Chamaecyparis pisifiera ‘Mops’

Chamaecyparis pisifiera ‘Curly Top’

Chamaecyparis obtusa‘Nana’

Juniperus wiltonii ‘Blue Rug’ 
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Juniperus tamaricifolia

Juniperus procumbens ‘Green Mound’

Juniperus chinensis ‘Sea Green’

Juniperus conferta ‘Blue Pacific’
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Juniperus horizontalis ‘Blue Chip’

Juniperus sabina ‘Calary Carpet’

Juniperus X media ‘Saybrook Gold’

Juniperus ‘Gold Coast’
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Juniperus ‘Sea Green’

Picea abies ‘Nidiformis’ Bird’s Nest 
Spruce

Pinus mugho – Mugho Pine 20’

Pinus mugo var. mugo – Compact Mugho Pine 8-9’
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Taxus X media ‘Everlow’

Thuja ‘Bowling Ball’

Ilex crenata ‘Black Beauty’
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Ilex glabra ‘Compacta’

Ilex measervae ‘Blue Princess’

Kalmia latifolia
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Leucothoe fontanesiana
‘Girard’s Rainbow’

Mahonia aquifolium

Myrica pennsylvanicum
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Pieris japonica


