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One of the 106 swags made by MGV 
members in their homes and packaged 
then boxed and taken to the Springfield 
Regional Cancer Center. This swag was 
made be Laura Foley.

Mark Your Calendar
6 10-12 SPGA committee Zoom  
  meeting
13 6 pm General (Zoom) meeting
20  B & B articles due
29  Beekeeping seminar -  
  Canceled/Postponed

Happy New Year 2021 Master Gardener’s of Clark County
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Pam’s Posies
Dear Master Gardener Volunteers;

Happy New Year!  I am really excited about this 
year.  Hopefully we will soon all be able to gather 
again and hug each other and catch up.  Isolation 
is not my style and it’s so great when we get 
together via zoom and have an opportunity to SEE 
each other!

Projects at Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum 
are creeping ahead.  Not being able to meet 
face to face slows us down a bit but we are all 
passionate to complete this project.  What is 
completion you ask?  In my opinion, it will never 
be completed!  There will always be tweaking and 
minor changes because we are gardeners and 
that’s what we do.  

However, complete can be when the sidewalks 
connect each of the gardens, the entrance garden 
is established, and the area around the clubhouse 
is accessible.  Then we start to add the additional 
gardens that we have planned.  

The Springfield Foundation is giving us around 
$53,000 for sidewalks around the Wingert Tossey 
Pavilion and the Clubhouse.  Watch for more 
information this coming spring.  As soon as the 
weather breaks, we can complete this project.  
Rich, Kathy and the Perennial Committee is 
working on the Springfield Foundation Feature 
Garden.  They also gave us $50,000 for this 
garden in 2014 and have been patiently waiting 
for this to be completed.  Thanks to all who are 
involved in this committee, coming up with the 
design and eventually planting.

My hope is that once people see the Wingert 
Tossey Pavilion and all of the area around it 
landscaped, they will start supporting the garden 
financially.  We need to raise the money for the 
entrance garden (approximately $60,000) and for 
the rest of the sidewalks.  The total estimate for all 
sidewalks are around $300,000.  That’s if we go 
with concrete.  We have lots of options other than 
concrete, particularly as you move away from the 
clubhouse area.

I hope you all are enjoying the Horticulture Lunch 
and Learn and Happy Hour programs.  These have 
been fun to organize and the speakers have been 

President’s Message
Dear Master Gardener Volunteers,

Happy New Year 2021!  Woo Hoo!

2020 has come to an end! Now we can finally 
look ahead to see how Fabulous 2021 will be!

As your new President, my hopes are to guide, 
share, and implement the gardens around the 
Wingert-Tossey Pavilion with all my Master 
Gardener Friends at the Snyder Park Gardens 
and Arboretum.  We have quite a task ahead of 
us, but as a team we will do it!

Rich will be sending out more information 
about upcoming planning Zoom meetings soon. 
And yes, the Education Committee will resume 
in January to plan how Jody Frisby Campbell 
will share all the MGV information to Springfield 
and Clark County! Stay tuned to Zoom meeting 
dates!

We are so fortunate to have amazing Interns! 
Look for further details about the upcoming 
Recognition and officially graduating to Master 
Gardener Volunteers in February.

Thank you to Donna Myers, Linda Asebrook, 
Fabenne Brandenburg, and Linda McCann 
for completing leadership roles for the Master 
Gardeners of Clark County during these past few 
years. You left huge shoes to fill.

Congratulations to Deb Brugger, Kathy Mark, 
Marianne Ober for joining the Board of Trustees! 
Our team will make things happen!

Watch out Pam and Rich! All of us are ready to 
work teach, and brag about the SPGA! We are 
baaaack!

In the Spirit of Master Gardener Volunteers,  
Connie Mitchell - President

Pam’s Posies  cont. on pg. 4
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RICH’S REMARKS
Here we are, FINALLY!  We have crossed the 

frontier into the hopeful promise of a better, brighter, 
positive New Year!  We have the resources, plans, 
initiative, drive, and MGV Volunteer Power to get it 
launched in a strong and positive direction!  We look 
back fondly on 2020 and remember its challenges 
that we rose to overcome, and its positive successful 
project accomplishments that are the foundations of 
continued, applied growth and development in the 
new year just beginning.  And by the way, our drive 
through, socially distanced, Holiday Event was great!  
I had a great time seeing all of those able to attend 
and I heard that guy in the red suit had a great time 
as well!
The Pavilion

Remember way back to March and the appearance 
of many stakes in the lawn west of the Clubhouse?  
Some trenching began to locate and repair, 
several times, existing utility lines making ready for 
excavation.  LOTS of excavation:  eventually there 
was a large hole almost 60 feet wide and at least 8 
feet deep, that created a subsequent mountain range 
of soil to be dealt with later.  And then the gravel 
trucks began to arrive, lots of gravel trucks.  How 
much gravel can possibly be needed?  It went into 
the excavation in 18-inch lifts that were compacted 
and tested so another 18-inch lift could be spread 
and compacted, and so on…  Meanwhile, electricity 
was brought to the site from the barn and water 
was directed from the site to the barn.  Conduit 
was run from the breaker panel to the piers that 
were formed amidst the gravel lifts to support the 
eventual floor and structure of the long-awaited 
Pavilion.  Eventually and finally, enough gravel was 
added and compacted, and forms were built.  I swear 
I could hear trumpets in the distance the day the 
concrete trucks began to roll in.  And we had a floor 
of exposed aggregate, grey-tone concrete and a 
cheer was heard throughout the Clark County MGVs!  
A truck and a trailer showed up loaded with all the 
pieces and parts for the structure to be.  Assembly 
began, slowly at first to ensure the supporting piers 
were all in good position and condition to support 
the network of beams and rafters.  Then the roof 
and the shingles and we thought “finally” well…. not 
yet.  The “final” details seemed to take the longest, 
but I understand that is the nature of the “Well of 
Patience”!  Staining and touch up were completed.  
The stone bases for each of the piers were 
completed.  The limestone caps for each of those 
stone bases are now completed!  Yay!  

And then, the peripheral, allied, related projects Rich’s Remarks  cont. on pg. 4

vied for attention.  A 6-foot perimeter walk was 
framed and poured around the outside of the Pavilion 
floor after figuring out some functional details.  And 
then, and in time for the looming 2020 Holiday 
Season, the first of the 10-foot-wide pedestrian 
access walks was framed and poured: stretching 
over 200 feet from the driveway to the Pavilion. 
And with that, the construction fence was removed 
and safe public access to the project everyone had 
watched all season was opened and inviting to All!

As discussed in our last issue, the “mountain 
range” of excavated soil was graded out and to the 
surprise of some (myself especially) there was not 
enough to achieve the final finished grade across the 
entire space.  Yikes!  Is it ever expensive to purchase 
and truck in 300 +/- cubic yards of soil!  Sooo, as 
we continue to discover, sometimes the simplest 
best answers are closer than we think and we found 
the Tee near the south side of the Dog Park fence 
to have not only more than the volume needed, 
but it was also of a nice grade of topsoil as well; 
and literally only a couple hundred feet away!  The 
area between the Pavilion and the Clubhouse has a 
“relatively” finished grade now and is ready for future 
projects, including another 10 foot wide walk from 
the Pavilion east toward the Clubhouse and a large 
concrete pad where the former Perennial Garden 
grew.  And, another great donor garden project will 
arise on both distant sides of that space, as well as 
the much-anticipated Entrance Garden to the north.
Feature Garden

Last late winter and early spring we began a 
“Design Charette” for a group of interested and 
talented volunteers to begin the task of designing 
the final part of the plans for this space.  That group 
was within probably 2 sessions of completing a 
design for a Feature Garden that would provide as 
long a season of aesthetic impact and appeal as 
possible and define the western boundaries of the 
Pavilion “yard”.  We achieved agreement on some 
reshaping of hardscapes and compiled a “growing” 
list of great plant material.  We subsequently had 
some input that shifted the focus to the other side 
of the Pavilion and very conveniently, happened to 
involve the space where the focus of distribution of 
18 inches of good topsoil was underway!  With the 
walk and the concrete pad in that area, the Feature 
Garden will now strengthen and define the area as 
an event space with the primary beds of the garden 
as 3 on each side; each bed 8 feet wide and 20 feet 
long; with a 15 foot lawn panel between the beds 
on each side.  We will reconvene the Design Group 
and add any of the Perennial Committee interested, 
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Rich’s Remarks  cont. from pg. 3

to take the existing design work, “moosh it around” 
(a highly technical horticulture term), expand and 
contract the design and plant list to fit the new area 
and add several spaces for significant and more than 
impressive annual displays.  My goals are to have 
a functional design by end of January or very early 
February to include a functional plant list.  Weather 
permitting, and we know how that works in central 
Ohio, have the beds defined, amended, prepared 
by end of March and start installation in April.  Stay 
tuned for information and very likely a panicked call 
or 2 for “all hands-on deck, let’s plant it!!!”.
Entrance Garden

We are eagerly awaiting the first drafts of the plans 
and designs for the new Entrance Garden that will 
frame, invite, and introduce visitors to the official 
entrance for Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum.  
This garden will span both sides of the current 
10-foot-wide walk leading from the driveway to the 
Pavilion.  It will include salvaged stone from the 
Crowell Collier Building entrance as well as stone 
salvaged from Memorial Hall.  Fortunately, we had 
the great benefit of watching the excavation for the 
Pavilion so we have a very good understanding of 
the need for engineering support for each of the large 
pieces of stone in the Entrance Garden.  Planning 
and designing the support for those stones is 
currently a primary focus for our landscape architect.  
Stay tuned, we should have some first looks at this 
new garden world very soon!
Garden of Eatin’

A small group of roaming elves apparently stopped 
at SPGA early in December.  Elf Drew, Elf Mark, 
and Elf Charlie gathered at the Garden of Eatin’ and 
dug a couple holes, put together a few pieces and 
parts, raised it up and concreted into the ground a 
remarkable new information station/kiosk!  Actually, 
it was a little more strenuous than that, but group 
mind and great leadership and teamwork made it 
happen!  Remember, Information/education is what 
we are first/foremost/primarily all about.  Preliminary 
discussion onsite led to placement so that visitors 
would encounter the kiosk upon entry and have 
room to step aside from the primary traffic pattern to 
read the posted information.  This looks like a good 
prototype for future interpretive endeavors!
Thank you! 
---Rich---  

4th Jody Frisby
8th Diane Catenacci
8th Pam Thullen
16th Susan Kogler
17th Mary Ellen Martin
26th Fabenne Brandenburg
26th Eydie Cox
26th Fred Miller
26th Lola Walston

Pam’s Posies  cont. from pg. 2

fantastic.  Remember these count as CE for this 
year and as CE and Volunteer Hours for last year – 
if you haven’t completed your VMS hours – please 
do so immediately!  Rich will be after you!

Best wishes to all for a healthy, happy, and 
prosperous New Year!  I can’t wait to see you in 
person.

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

MGV and Horticulture Team Planning Meeting 

On January 25, via Zoom, all committee chairs 
and anyone else who is interested in scheduling 
an event or program should attend the meeting at 
10:00 a.m.  We will go through the calendar and 
schedule our events/programs/activities as best 
possible.  

Remember, we want to try and not overlap work-
days and any other events that other committees 
might have.  All committee chairs are required to 
attend, if you can’t please have a representative!  

Pam
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Holiday door swags were made in member’s 
homes and returned via a drive thru at SPGA. Edith 
Newell-Perley, Judy and Mark Finnegan collected, 
checked, and boxed all 106.

Edith Newell-Perley boxing swags.

Springfield Regional Cancer Center
2020 Holiday Swag Project

Holiday Swag Project Recap

A huge thank you is extended to everyone who 
helped make the Holiday Swag project a reality this 
year. We were able to distribute 106 door swags 
to the patients at the Springfield Regional Cancer 
Center on December 10. Thank you to those who 
donated supplies, made bows, cut greenery, and 
made swags in their homes. Thank you also to the 
staff members who so wholeheartedly encouraged 
us to forge ahead, and those MGV volunteers who 
served on the sub-committee doing amazing “behind 
the scenes” work.

We encourage you to support Woeber’s Mustard 
for their donations of packing supplies and a box 
truck for transport. It helped us do this project at no 
cost and with the highest of COVID safety standards.

If you did not see the media coverage in the 
Springfield News-Sun on December 15, 2020 you 
can search their site online for: Master Gardeners 
create holiday cheer at Springfield Regional Cancer 
Center. 

There are many stories to share of the patients’ 
gratitude expressed when receiving their gifts. Many 
marvel that they are free; others stated how “beautiful 
and well made” they were. One 90-year-old, 
wheelchair bound patient who lives at the Masonic 
Home shared how the fresh greenery smell brought 
back fond memories of her early years playing “Mrs. 
Claus.” She expressed sincere thanks saying her 
swag would bring great 
joy as she reminisced 
about past holidays.

Thank you for bringing 
comfort and joy to so 
many. 

Co-Chairs: Sue Ann Dill 
and Wendy May

The swags were 
stored for 72 hours 

for protection 
of the patients 

receiving them at the 
Springfield Regional 

Cancer Center.
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Front entry distribution area at the cancer center.

Individually bagged swags are ready for 
patients.

Ann Hembree, psycho-social coordinator 
at the SRCC, goggled and masked for swag 
distribution.

Example of 
swags given to 
patients created 
by Laura Foley.

More Pictures from Holiday Swag Project 2020

Mark Finnegan helping unload 37 boxes 
of swags from the Woeber’s box truck 
at the cancer center the evening before 
distribution. 
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Over the Garden Gate

“Over the Garden Gate” will feature Master Gar-
dener Volunteers each month in the spirit of staying 
connected and giving our new interns an opportunity 
to “meet” the general membership. Also, now with ap-
proximately 134 active members and interns it can be 
hard remembering everyone we meet with this being 
a great venue to match faces and names. A random 
selection is being used so you can expect a call or 
email anytime within the next two years asking for a 
short update. Enjoy getting to know your fellow Clark 
County Master Gardener Volunteers.

Kathy Eckell
Say the word “greenhouse” and Kathy Eckell, 

Class of 2008, is flooded with fond memories of 
seed starting and plant maintenance. Due to various 
physical issues over the years, it was the most 
favorable setting for her to accrue her volunteer 
hours. 

Also, on her ‘favorites list’ was working at the 
Fair Flower Show which she did for many years. 
Unfortunately, driving restrictions have limited the 
activities she can 
currently participate 
in.

A stroke in March 
2019 presented 
more challenges 
though balance 
therapy did bring 
some temporary 
relief.

She and her 
husband, Carl, of 
50 years celebrated 
their anniversary 
at none other than 
the Golden Lamb in November. A visit with their son, 
daughter-in-law and grandkids brought the family 
together this fall as well. 

As with so many others, her gardens at home 
are shrinking while she focuses on indoor projects. 
Scrapbooking is a favorite pastime, and she enjoys 

helping Carl with his genealogy searches. 
When asked the favorite part of being a Master 

Gardener, she responded without hesitation, “the 
people.”

Dorothy Gordon
All things “native plants” are the primary focus of 

2014 class member Dorothy Gordon. She finished 
her 33 years in the public school system as a 
Reading and Intervention Specialist before she joined 
the MGV program. Her initial contact with MGVs was 
attending numerous Master Gardening classes held 
at Wittenberg University.

A sports injury 
sidelined her from 
the nature walks 
previously led 
by Pam Bennett, 
which she had 
faithfully attended. 
Not letting this 
dampen her 
spirits, she has 
studied to become 
a yoga instructor 
incorporating all 
aspects of yoga, 
which helped 
her overcome 
her injury; she is now starting her own yoga online 
business.

Her COVID activities, in addition to her yoga 
training, included speaking to a virtual 4-H 
photography class as a Master Gardener Volunteer, 
passing the Registered Parliamentarian Examination, 
writing an article that will be published in the National 
Parliamentarian, and doing extensive reading of 
articles for CEU credits.

Drawing back to her heritage and love of Mother 
Earth, she encourages others to realize “we are all 
in this together, and having balance, beauty and 
mindfulness in ourselves creates a ripple effect in our 
family, community and future generations.”

Eydie Cox
A member of the 2008 class, Eydie Cox  gathered 

most of her volunteer and continuing education hours 

by Wendy May

Over the Garden Gate  cont. on pg. 8
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early in the year by serving as a monitor during the 
intern classes. 

Working 
Saturdays and one 
Thursday morning 
a month, keeps 
Eydie’s styling skills 
honed at a beauty 
salon and keeps 
her in touch with 
“her girls.” 

Reading has 
become a favored 
pastime including 
numerous works 
by David Baldacci, 
The Women’s 
Murder Club series by James Patterson, and her all-
time favorite by Delia Owens Where the Crawdads 
Sing which she feels many MGVs would enjoy.

Walking her two-year-old Westies and overseeing 
remodeling and landscape projects at the home she 
moved into three years ago keeps her occupied. 
Currently, a large shed is being built in her backyard 
by an 88 year old friend and his crew. 

There were many activities she missed from 
previous years including working in the plant sale 
greenhouse, participating in the classes at Garden 
Fling and helping with Jubilee. She is ready to dig, 
plant, and prune. SPGA here she comes! 

Over the Garden Gate  cont. from pg. 7

Rich’s Reminders:
PLEASE confirm your 2020 hours and 
certification on VMS.  We have a report that VMS 
was “down” for a couple of days over the holidays 
and not available.  It is back and up and running 
so please try again if you thought you had been 
somehow locked out.
VMS is changing soon, I know you have heard 
those “rumors”.  There will be sufficient, ample 
training and introduction as the new program is 
launched.  We will figure out the best approach – 
probably ZOOM is in the forecast for that!
We had a great run for 2020 with all of our 
activities we were permitted to engage in under 
our exemptions.  As we move forward, we will not 
have access to indoor group assembly for awhile 
so I am working on establishing some zoom 
meetings to allow us to stay in touch – not quite 
next best thing to being there…At this point, I am 
considering perhaps biweekly, not to exceed an 
hour, and we can cover projects underway and 
coming up and any planning.  I ask of each and 
ALL of you for your input on frequency, duration, 
and any content you would like.  Email me with 
your ideas please.
I am looking forward to a busy, productive, and 
great new year with this incredible, dynamic, 
and amazing group of MGVS – that would be 
ALL Y’ALL!!!  Thank you for all you do and have 
done and all that you are each and as a whole!  
Wishing you ALL a dynamic, productive, healthful, 
and extraordinary New Year!

Nature has many scenes to exhibit, and constantly draws a curtain over this part or that. 
She is constantly repainting the landscape and all surfaces, dressing up some scene for our 
entertainment. Lately we had a leafy wilderness; now bare twigs begin to prevail, and soon 
she will surprise us with a mantle of snow. Some green she thinks so good for our eyes that, 
like blue, she never banishes it entirely from our eyes, but has created evergreens.
~Henry David Thoreau, Nov. 8, 1858
Poem from https://www.quotegarden.com/winter
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PICTuRES FROM THE GARdENS

Limestone caps complete on the pavilion. Kiosk elves.

Garden of Eatin’ information kiosk ready 
for Spring.

Fill dirt for the feature garden taken from tee by the 
dog park.

Fill dirt ready to be leveled for the feature garden.
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The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension, 
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Santa (Rich)
visited SPGA for 
our Christmas  
Drive-Through.


