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Blades and Blooms
CFAES OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

River of Daffodils at the Snyder Park Gardens 
and Arboretum with the Wingert Tossey 
Pavilion in the background. Picture from 
Wendy May. 
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Mark Your Calendar
1 9am-2pm Plant and Garden Sell-A-Bration 
  SPGA Barn enclosure
3 9am-12pm Early Ohio Settler’s - Redo straw 
  paths
5 9am-12pm Garden Cleanup at SPGA
7  Wildflower Walk time/location TBD
9  Mother’s Day
10 11am-12pm Fundraising committee - SPGA  
  clubhouse
12 6:30-8pm MGV general meeting
14  Wildflower Walk time/location  
  TBD
17 9am-12pm EOS Garden - planting
18 9am-12pm Perennial Gardens workday
19 1pm-3pm P &G Sell-A-Bration follow up -  
  clubhouse
20  B & B articles due
21  Wildflower Walk time/location  
  TBD
27 11am-3pm Education Committee - loc. TBD 
 1pm-3pm SPGA Jubilee Planning - loc. TBD
28  Wildflower Walk time/location  
  TBD
31  Memorial Day 

Hardworking MGVs and friends of MGVs after a 
productive day. Rich Pearson, Ed Wozniak, Mark 
Finnegan, Dennis Latimer, Bruce Mitchell and Mark 
Parsons. Picture from Karen Parsons.
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Pam’s Posies
Hooray for Linda McCann!  Without her we would 

not have a newsletter and without her, there would 
be no one to push me to get my part done!  Thanks 
Linda, I appreciate you.  And hooray for all of you, 
including the Board of Trustees, Committee Garden 
Chairs, Committee members and all others who are 
working with Rich to keep things going. 

I have been a little pre-occupied with family 
challenges.  My mom fell, broke her hip, had surgery, 
and is now in rehab.  She is not happy and wants 
to come home and with Covid rules, we can’t see 
her very often.  It’s been quite a challenge.  I want 
to let you all know that if any of you had to deal with 
a loved one in a hospital or nursing home during 
the height of Covid, my heart goes out to you.  How 
extremely difficult it must have been for you.  At least 
we have been permitted to visit.  I knew it had to be 
hard for anyone but until I experienced it, I didn’t 
know the depth of your grief.  

For the good news, Stephanie had her baby this 
past week and she is a beautiful, healthy baby girl to 
big brother Easton.  However, after holding her for 
about 30 seconds, he said, “Take it back!”  It will be 
fun watching mom and dad go through this bonding 
stage as a family!  Can’t wait for you all to meet her.  
Larkin Jean was 6.13 lbs. and 20.5 inches long.

Again, I thank all of you for keeping things moving 
along.  You are truly the best group of volunteers.  

Now onto the business at hand – spring is here and 
in full swing.  The Springfield Foundation Feature 
Garden design committee has been hard at work 
and are nearing the point of ordering the plants.  This 
is going to be exciting.  The Entrance committee is 
also working to provide feedback to Laura Burchfield 
(Landscape Architect) on her first draft.  More 
excitement!

I am hearing wonderful feedback regarding the 
Wingert Tossey Pavilion.  The sidewalks are going in 
now as well.  This is going to be an incredible area 
when finished.  I can’t wait.  Again, all of this is done 
by our incredible volunteers.  WOW!

Thanks as always for all you do. 
Pam

Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener Volunteer 
Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

President’s Corner
The May flowers have arrived! How about that 

Plant Sale?  We Master Gardener Volunteers (MGVs) 
can sell plants while growing plants in the Mitchell 
Greenhouse and the Springfield Foundation Feature 
Garden! 

Yes, we have our Mojo on!
We have plants to harden off from the Mitchell 

Greenhouse and Garden of Eatin’ soon! Thanks 
to Ed Wozniack, Mark Finnegan, Fred Miller, Rich 
Pearson, Karen Parsons husband Mark, Drew 
Titone, Mark Finnegan, and my husband, Bruce, 
for transporting the heavy wooden tables from the 
Mitchell Greenhouse to the Barn at Snyder Park 
Gardens and Arboretum (SPGA). The tables were 
used for the Plant Sale and hardening off plants for 
the Field Trials. You gentlemen were amazing!

So, when will the gardens grow and become a 
showstopper at the SPGA? How many vegetables 
will be grown and given to the Food Bank? We have 
4 Garden Walks and 8 Educational Events planned 
for this summer to reveal our love, patience, and 
gardening skills! Watch out Springfield and Clark 
County! I am humbled at how Master Gardener 
Volunteers share their talent, time, and joy to create 
and maintain these beautiful gardens!

Happy Mother’s Day to all mothers, daughters, 
sister, aunts, nieces, and granddaughter as you 
celebrate with your family safely on May 9, 2021.How 
blessed we are to volunteer together!
In the Spirit of Master Gardeners, 
Connie Mitchell

MGVs Marilyn Hinderer and Connie Mitchell making 
sure everyone knows about our Great Plant and 
Garden Sell-A Bration.
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RICH’S REMARKS
Wow!  What happened to April?  Seems like it 

flew by, perhaps due in large part to those wind 
events!  And yet, the MGVs of Clark County 
have forged ahead with projects that are 
waiting.  Two general garden clean-ups; spring 
clean-up, tilling, and early planting in the 
Victory Garden; mulch removal and some tree 
planting in the Early Ohio Settler’s Garden; 
initial tilling and depositing of compost in 
the Springfield Foundation Feature Garden 
(SFFG) beds; first tilling of the Field Trial beds; 
seeding, transplanting, growing on of field trial, 
Garden of Eatin’, and SEEDS plants in the 
Mitchell Greenhouse; and transporting all of 
the outdoor benches from Mitchell Greenhouse 
to the SPGA Barn site in preparation for the 
Plant Sell-A-Bration.  Meanwhile, inside, all 
the sub-committees for the SFFG have been 
busily working toward completing design work 
and plant lists for that project; the Plant Sale 
Committee has worked long hours compiling 
plant orders for the Sale; fundraising busily 
completed final details for the Pints and Plants at 
Mother Stewarts; and there was a well-attended, 
socially distanced, amazingly well-presented 
Basic Beekeeping program.  And while all of that 
was going on, we managed to have a well-attended, 
educationally rich, virtual Backyard Vegetable 
Garden Workshop and extend the virtual Lunch and 
Learn and Hort Happy Hour programs.  You are ALL 
amazing!  

Eveready Bunny – Get Off Da Stage!
Entrance Garden

Planning continues for the Entrance Garden.  The 
MGVs Entrance Garden Committee has met often to 
review and develop a programmed response to the 
initial design.  Attentive consideration and discussion 
of various aspects of the design with questions 
and suggestions are emerging and coalescing in 
a collaborative Power Point Presentation.  I look 
forward to experiencing their thoughtful presentation.
SPGA Barn Fenced Area

As we are all aware, the Garden and Plant Sell-A-
Bration committee planning is forging ahead.  The 
event will be held entirely within the barn fence site 
allowing for set-up and security, ready water source 
for care of the plants, and effective social distancing 
control of all of those wild gardeners coming in to 
shop.  By the time you read this, we will have had a 
phenomenal success!  Hope you all found sooo many 
plants you just had to have.  

While all the above activity was planned, received, 
Rich’s Remarks  cont. on pg.7

1st Edward Wichael
5th Laura Foley
5th Ann Kaup-Fett
5th Rosalind Soles
10th Jean Ann Baker
11th Carol Hanusik
16th Donna Myers
20th Tom Davidson
25th Jan O’Neill
29th Dennis Latimer
31st Deb Brugger

New patio getting ready to be poured in front of the SPGA 
clubhouse.
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Committee Reports
EARLY OHIO SETTLER’S 
GARDEN COMMITTEE

Mulch A Do About Nothing this time of year in the 
garden.

A great group of volunteers arrived on a gray chilly 
day to release the beds from the mulch blanket we 
put down last fall. And it didn’t rain until we were done 
and gone.

Co-chair Mark Finnegan was the lead for this job of 
moving bricks (Rich will want to know that they weigh 
10 pounds each.) back to the barn, rolling up the 
rascally chicken wire for storage inside the barn, and 
raking leaves, bagging them and taking them to the 
compost heap behind the barn.

Although it is too early to tell about all of our 
perennials, many are alive and well and showing off 
already.

New this year! Two apple trees (and another on the 
way). Hailing from Monticello we have a Spitzberg 
and a Father Abraham. They appear to like their new 
homes north of the picket fence. Also, the compass 
plant that we planted late last year beside our 
mile marker has sent up shoots, so that looks like 
success.

Life in the garden is already better than this time 
last year.
—Peggy Shank, co-chair

“Like us, Master Gardener 
posts, on Facebook so all your 
Facebook friends can spread 
the wonderful and beautiful 
things happening at SPGA.”

Thanks!

Theresa Gregory (left) and Judy 
Finnegan working on mulch day 
in Early Ohio Settler’s Garden.

Mark Finnegan and Gloria 
Sparks are brick-picking 

machines.

SPGA JuBILEE COMMITTEE
It’s that time of year again- late spring and time 

to start thinking about our annual, increasingly 
fabulous, SPGA Jubilee!  Actually, Rita and I have 
been thinking about it for months, trying to do what 
planning we can well in advance. 

We are extra excited about Jubilee this year and 
expect more people than ever.  We look forward 
to showing off our new gazebo and our beautiful 
gardens.  As before, there will be live music (which 
we have already booked), and in response to input 
from previous years we are adding three food trucks 
(also already booked).

SPGA Jubilee is a major event requiring many 
helping hands, and we hope that if at all possible you 
will sign up to help make this SPGA Jubilee the best 
one yet.  So, volunteers, especially those of you who 
are new to SPGA Jubilee, please add your name on 
VMS.  We have all kinds of jobs that will need done 
and we appreciate any and all help.  It’s a lot of work, 
but this is a really fun event.

We will have a planning meeting at Snyder Park 
on May 27th from 1-3 pm.  We aren’t certain of 
the precise location, yet, possibly the shelter house, 
but we will be sending out a reminder email with the 
exact location.  We can’t wait to have an actual in-
person meeting and see  all your smiling faces again 
(well, at least your smiling eyes). Please come and 
bring your enthusiasm, talents, and any new ideas for 
SPGA Jubilee.  See you then!
Susan Smith and Rita Lane, Co-chairs
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PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
Dear MGV,

Spring is finally here and it is all about clean up. 
Our volunteers came out in big numbers to help.

We have weeded, cut back, racked, picked up 
twigs and even had time to social while we worked. 
We uncovered the perennials that we had wintered. 
It was a heavy and difficult job, but we managed to 
do it in record time. Thanks, Mark, for lifting about 45 
crates that were extremely heavy. The ladies climbed 
that pile of mulch and dug out the crates but thank 
goodness Mark was there with muscle power!!

The river of daffodils was gorgeous and certainly let 
us know that spring has arrived. The hydrangea and 
peony beds were cleaned and the general clean up 
around the clubhouse was completed in just 2 days. 

The perennial subcommittee completed their plant 
selections for the Springfield Foundation Feature 
Gardens and are looking forward to the next steps to 
prepare and plant the new gardens. 

May will certainly be a busy month, but the 
excitement is building as we get outside and enjoy 
the gardening that we all love. 

Happy Gardening,
Jerri Taylor, Kathy McConkey and  
Fabenne Brandenburg

Uncovering of plants 
in the barn enclosure 
at SPGA and 
weeding in the River 
of Daffodils during 
our April Garden 
Clean up.

fAIR fLOWER SHOW  
COMMITTEE

Hi!  Ho!  There will be a Fair this year!!
We Welcome any new interns and volunteers to 

help us in this project to receive Service Hours and 
Have Fun while volunteering.

While you are Spring Cleaning please remember to 
save your treasures for our Silent Auction Baskets to 
help Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum.

All the committee chairs in the Arts and Crafts 
Building will be meeting the first or second week of 
May with the Director Barb Stewart.  She hopes to 
have the meeting at our Wingert Tossey Pavilion 
which Barb read about in our newspaper.

If there is any news before our own meeting May 7, 
I will email all of you.

So keep tending to those beautiful flowers to enter 
the show. Barb stated that you don’t have to enter 
on-line, just mail or bring out a paper entry and the 
staff will enter it on-line for you.  If you don’t have a 
computer, don’t fret- call Jani Malowney 937-284-
0553 or Marianne Ober  937-360-1624.
See you at the Fair!!!!!!! 
Jani Malowney & Marianne Ober

VICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE
The weather has allowed us to get the Victory 

Garden tilled and all our cold weather crops in ahead 
of schedule.  The fence has been repaired and the 
garden plots sectioned off and  Master Gardener 
Volunteers assigned to the plots are planting their 
seeds and plants.  So all is going well and we look 
forward to another successfull gardening season.   

Edith Perley Newell, Drew Titone, and Ed Wozniak   
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fIELD TRIAL/GREENHOuSE 
COMMITTEE

Mitchell Greenhouse/Field Trial volunteers have 
been busy in April transplanting the All American 
Selection (AAS) seedlings.  Also, AAS and Syngenta 
both sent a small shipment of plugs on March 30th 
which were immediately transplanted to 4” pots upon 
arrival.

Mitchell Greenhouse chairs want to acknowledge 
and thank the MGVs that have diligently watered 
at the Mitchell greenhouse on their assigned day 
for the past two months.  Those MGVs are: Marilyn 
Hinderer, Paul Mohler, Sally Day, Marianne Ober, 
Connie Chappell, Edith Newell, Rosalind Soles, and 
Karen Parsons.

The tables outside of the Mitchell Greenhouse were 
moved to the barn at SPGA on Friday, April 16th.  A 
huge thank-you to the individuals that took on this 
task of moving 29 very heavy tables!  Karen Parsons 
provided the flatbed trailer which was a tremendous 
asset for the move.

Plants started at the Mitchell Greenhouse will be 
moved to SPGA on May 4th for hardening off for 
about two weeks before they are planted at SPGA on 
May 18th.

The Mitchell Greenhouse chairs, Linda McCann, 
Rosalind Soles, Karen Parsons and Theresa Gregory

MGVs tending to the 
plants growing at the 
Mitchell Greenhouse. 

Hardening off tables 
being moved to the 

SPGA Barn area.

fuNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Thank you, Mary Ellen Martin. Mary Ellen 

volunteered to be Fundraising media person. Linda 
Asebrook volunteered to be 2nd and step up when 
Mary Ellen isn’t available.

I’m writing this in advance to share that Fundraising 
was asked to represent Master Gardener’s April 24th, 
at Mother Stewart’s.  Since I am writing in advance 
I’m expecting the event to be a great success.  It 
was a Saturday of Farmers Market, Food Trucks and 
Master Gardener Fundraising. It was a chance to 
share how hard Master Gardener Volunteers work; 
to invite people  who haven’t visited SPGA to come 
see us; to welcome people who haven’t been there 
in awhile to revisit and see all the changes and year 
round beauty.

I was not there to help with all the excitement. I did 
work from home, though, the 2 weeks before to place 
orders and share with all those involved. I tried to 
remember and make sure things were in place before 
April 24th and May 1st Plant Sell-A-Bration. I’m 
praying for great weather at both events.

If you didn’t have the opportunity to visit the 
Fundraising table, there were new items: sheaths, 
pocket tool sharpener, folding saw and scarves with 
bug repellent in them.  There was a Curruth display 
of small cement Ohio made garden items. There was 
Sedum for sale.  Hope those that got to go enjoyed 
visiting and seeing fellow Master Gardeners and 
customers.

Thank you to all that helped with these two great 
Fundraising events. You are a great group to work 
with. We invite any of you that like to see, share and 
talk with people to join us.
Fundraising Chairperson, Fabenne Brandenburg
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and sold, we also were arranging to received the 
Field Trial plants for hardening off prior to planting – 
yep, now THAT is a great opportunity for some MGV 
volunteer service hours.  All of those benches were 
just getting warmed up and ready for that next crop!  
And of course, close on the heels of that, and even 
at the same time for some items, we will receive the 
plant material to carefully and skillfully plant in the 
Springfield Foundation Feature Garden.  ANOTHER 
Great MGV opportunity.
Springfield Foundation Feature Garden and 
Wingert Tossey Pavilion

As mentioned earlier, bed preparation and 
garden design work are well under way for the 
SFFG.  There is considerable activity planned and 
also getting underway for that entire area around 
and including the Wingert Tossey Pavilion.  After 
much discussion and even more measuring and 
reconsidering, construction has begun on the next 
phase of concrete walks and a large plaza area.  I 
always enjoy rattling this all off, knowing full well it will 
sound like a bunch of confusing  numbers…until you 
make a site visit and watch it all materialize!  There 
will be a concrete walk 8 ft wide and travelling the 
full north to south distance along the west face of the 
Clubhouse.  Immediately adjacent to that is planned 
a concrete plaza 30 ft (east/west) X 70 ft. (north/
south).  Between the west edge of the plaza and 
extending to the WT Pavilion, a 10 ft wide X (apprx.) 
110 ft long concrete walk.  From the south side of 
the WT Pavilion a concrete walk 10 ft wide and 100 
ft. long will extend directly south toward the Early 
Ohio Settler’s Garden.  From the west side of the WT 
Pavilion a concrete walk 10 ft wide and 100 ft. long 
will extend directly west, eventually directing visitors 
to the new, improved, and expanded Field Trial 
site.  On either side of the area between Clubhouse 
and the WT Pavilion will be concrete walks 6 ft. 
wide and approximately 150 ft long joining the new 
Clubhouse walk with the 10 ft. wide north/south 
walks.  Confused?  Understandably so!  Make some 
regular visits and watch the progress unfold.  There is 
already a double mountain of dirt and a big mountain 
of gravel where the Clubhouse walk and the plaza 
will emerge.  Stay tuned, this area will look quite the 
unsightly mess for awhile but just wait to see what 
that ugly duckling grows into!

Thank you ALL for ALL you continue to do!  So 
many lyrics from the soundtrack of our lives come 
to mind but this especially: (continue) to “Shine on 
you crazy diamonds!”.  You continue to impress and 
amaze me.  Thank you!
---Rich---

Rich’s Remarks  cont. from pg. 3GARDEN Of EATIN’  
COMMITTEE

Snow, NO WAY!  The plants are ready for planting 
in the Garden of Eatin’, thanks to many of the 
volunteers.  This includes all the help from the 
Garden of Eatin’ team as well as the Greenhouse 
team for doing most of the watering.  We really 
appreciate being given room in the Mitchell 
Greenhouse to start our seeds.  The plants for the 
Community Gardens which amounted to 13 flats 
of broccoli, 9 flats of brussel sprouts, and 18 flats 
of cabbage were moved out of the greenhouse on 
April 20.  They looked so healthy, and I am sure the 
people growing their gardens at Victory Garden and 
Jefferson Street will be happy to get them. 

On May 7, the plants for the Garden of Eatin’ will 
be moved to the hardening area within the fence at 
SPGA.  Planting day is scheduled for Friday, May 
14.  Thanks to Jan O’Neil, the garden beds have 
been cleaned out while she has put in hours while 
continuing to social distance.  Numbered stakes 
have been bought to place in the beds so that 
plants in each bed can easily be identified.  Our new 
message board will be used to display seed packets 
by numbered beds.  The excitement grows as the 
weather hopefully gets warmer and we get back to 
doing what we love, gardening! 

Teresa Magill

Garden of Eatin’ team at the Mitchell Greenhouse 
working on their plants and the plants for the 
Community Gardens.
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purchased an everbearing strawberry collection that 
includes 4 kinds of strawberries, 25 of each. As I type 
this, I realize I will have a lot of extra strawberries. 
Hmm.

When I plant the strawberries I will put a mixture of 
topsoil and tasty compost in each tier. I know that the 
birds will want my strawberries, so I will make a loose 
fitting bag of tulle fabric to fit over the pot. I will also 
need to face down my arch gardening nemesis, the 
wily racoon. This year I will be ready for their spring 
arrival, when they will try to maraud through my 
garden, with no respect for my efforts or dreams. I 
will surround my vertical planter with fencing, maybe 
even electric fencing! Take that you wily racoons!

I hope by late summer I will 
be able to report to you that 
I have had great strawberry 
success, and that the vertical 
garden tower was a giant 
success. Until then, 
Happy Gardening!

Backyard News
Long ago when I was a younger woman I lived in 

Columbus in a house with a small yard. It was my 
first yard as an adult. You know what I did with it. I 
stuffed it full of plants – fruits and vegetables, flowers, 
shrubs, even a couple of trees, a sugar maple 
and a staghorn sumac that was a delight, but very 
aggressive.

I spent hours in that yard, digging and planting and 
dreaming of bigger yards to come. Across the alley 
behind the house lived a retired cop. He, too, loved 
to garden and we became fast friends. A friend gave 
him some strawberry plants and he, in turn, shared 
them with me. I planted them 
behind our small, one car garage. 

I never knew what kind of 
strawberries I had, only that they 
were the old-fashioned June 
bearing kind, and they were the 
most delicious strawberries I 
had ever eaten. Our patch was 
small and didn’t produce a lot of 
strawberries. They had a hard time 
getting into the house because 
I couldn’t stop eating them as I 
picked them.

When we moved to Clark County, 
to our bigger yard, I brought some 
of those strawberries with me. 
My yard and my life had gotten 
bigger and more complex. The 
strawberries did not do well here. 
They limped along and eventually 
faded away.

Well friends, I have exciting 
news. This year strawberries 
are reentering my life!  Not only 
that, I will be growing them in a 
way I have not tried before. For 
Christmas, Husband Tom got me 
a vertical planter from Greenstalk 
Garden, the 5 tier kind. These 
vertical planters are popular now, and they come 
in many sizes, both bigger and smaller than mine. 
I’m excited to give this thing a try. As much as I 
want to, I know that I will not always be able to care 
for my current giant yard. When the time comes to 
downsize, I can still do a lot of gardening in this nifty 
pot, or so the advertisers tell me.

According to the website, I can grow 30 strawberry 
plants in my vertical pot. In my enthusiasm, I 

Susan Miller and her new vertical 
planter.
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RICH’S REMINDERS:
VMS

Progress continues on the emergence of 
the replacement program for VMS.  PLEASE 
remember to continue manually recording all of 
your Continuing Education and Volunteer Service 
hours on paper, including date, time length, and 
program topic.  Remember all of those reminders 
I was sending out before?  Anything recorded in 
VMS for this year will NOT transfer with the new 
system.

Also, we are working on “training the trainers” to 
help make this as smooth a transition as possible.
COVID

Please remember that we are not at all out 
of the pandemic woods.  We are able to have 
events and garden activities because our 
exemptions have restrictions and requirements 
for wearing masks and social distancing.  So very 
many of you have completed the vaccination 
process as have many of us.  I applaud that 
effort!  Some have not for various reasons.  We 
must continue to wear masks and maintain 
social distancing regardless.   This will continue 
until The Ohio State University protocols direct 
otherwise.  In the meantime, I implore that we 
all dig deep and find the well spring of common 
courtesy and respect for each other and 
everyone.  Please follow the protocols, and if the 
need arises to address the issue, approach with 
courtesy and respect please.  We will weather 
this storm successfully!

ADDITIONAl DATES AND NOTES FROM PAM
Keep Clark County Beautiful Service Day April 30, 
2021

SPGA and the MGVs have been a part of this 
service day for the last several years.  We are 
participating again this year which happens to fall 
on Arbor Day – how fitting!  If you are interested 
in helping on this day, please let Rich know.  We 
could use several MGVS on site to help provide 
supervision, guidance, and leadership to any 
community volunteers who sign up to work at SPGA.  
We have done this in the past and knocked out a lot 
of projects!  You will need to be there around 8:30 to 
get your assigned area.  Volunteers will arrive at 9:00 
and then work until around noon. 

This is a great opportunity for us to get a lot of 
work accomplished by a lot of hands.  Committee 
Chairs take note!  If you have large projects (edging, 
mulching, weeding, etc.) please let Rich know 
ASAP so that we can plan on having work for the 
volunteers.  Anyone is invited to join us!
Cultivar Trials (formerly field trials) Help Needed

Field Trials will be a little bit different as you 
may have heard by now.  All of our plants for the 
trials have been grown in the greenhouse on 
campus.  Theresa, Rosalyn, Karen and Linda have 
been growing the All-America Selections in the 
greenhouses here.  The hardening off tables have 
been moved to the barn area and are ready for the 
plant sale.  After the plant sale, we will be moving 
plants from the greenhouses to the tables.

We need help in transporting our Cultivar Trial 
plants from OSU Campus to Springfield.  We will 
need several vehicles with covers.  If you are able to 
do this, please let Rich know; let him also know about 
how many flats you might be able to carry in your 
vehicle.  We will keep a list of people and then decide 
how much space we need. 

We will caravan over and back with the plants.  It 
may only take one trip and a few hours if we have 
enough vehicles.  You will also have a chance to see 
the Chadwick Arboretum if we want to take a brief 
tour.  We will do this on Monday, May 10th and start 
at 8:00 a.m.  

Cultivar Trials planting date is May 18.  More 
information will be coming about the planting 
process, timing, etc. 
VMS to HOC

HOC is the new system that we will be using to 
track our hours.  We are having some challenges 
with the set up (making sure we get the glitches out 
before we start using it) but we are getting there!  I 

will keep you informed as to when we will start using 
it in force.  I may also be asking you all to be guinea 
pigs and to be the first group of volunteers to test it!  
Stay tuned. 
Clark County Office Reopening and New Hire 
(Kathy’s Position)

We are going to be opening our office full time in 
the next week.  If you need to come to the office, 
please be sure to call first to make sure we are open 
and Rich or I are there – depending on who you want 
to talk to or see, etc.  

I am also excited to let you know that we have hired 
Mara Andrus to fill Kathy’s position.  Mara is a recent 
graduate of OSU and is excited to start working with 
us.  She will be part time and will be managing some 
of the day-to-day MGV activities as well as working 
with you at SPGA.  I know you will all welcome her 
with open arms.  But wait, are we allowed to hug 
yet????
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Gatherings about Gardens
Did you know that more than 

4000 species of bees live in the 
United States and Canada? To 
put that in perspective, there 
are 4 times more species of 
bees in these two countries 
than all the bird species north 
of Mexico, 6 times more kinds 
of bees than butterflies, and 
about 10 times as many bee species as mammal 
species. Everyone knows that robins nest in trees, 
that bears hibernate, and that butterflies start out 
as caterpillars, but most people don’t know where 
bees live, how they spend the winter or what they 
eat. Understanding bees is beneficial not only to the 
bees, but also to our gardens. 

Some of the smallest bees in the world are found 
in North America. Perdita, found in the southwest 
United States, measure only 0.1 inch, smaller 
than George Washington’s nose on a quarter. At 
the other extreme, North America is home to giant 
bumbling carpenter bees. At more than an inch 
long, they sound like miniature helicopters as they 
hover near flowers.  Bees are thought to increase 
seed set in 70% of all flowering plants, including 
many of the fruits and vegetables we enjoy. The 
special relationship that exists between bees and 
the flowers they visit is not only economically (and 
gastronomically) important, it is also unique from 
a biological perspective. Although there are other 
organisms that are capable of pollination, bees 
are the only ones to actively gather pollen from the 
flowers they visit, creating an evolutionary dynamic 
seen nowhere else in the animal kingdom. Despite 
the particular talents and unquestionable importance 
of bees, scientists have reason to believe that some 
bee species may be experiencing widespread 
population declines. While the specifics are still 
being assessed, some things are certain: bees are 
all around us, they enhance the quality of our lives, 
and they benefit from our improved understanding of 
them and their needs. 

Other ‘did you knows’: A bee couldn’t see 
Dorothy’s ruby slippers. Because bees perceive solid 
red colors poorly, those flowers that rely on bees 
for pollination are seldom shades of burgundy or 
crimson. Bee-pollinated flowers are more typically 
shades of purple, yellow or orange.  What’s the 
point? You may have heard that bees can sting 
only once before they die. In reality, almost all bees 
and wasps can sting multiple times. It is only honey 
bees that die after their first sting. Not to worry, 

though: bees sting only to defend themselves. It’s 
all in the hips. Honey bees are capable of advance 
communication, achieved through an elaborate 
game of charades. When a worker bee finds an 
important resource, she performs a particular type of 
dance that indicates to her sisters both how far away 
and in what direction the treasure can be found. The 
direction of the resource from the nest is indicated 
by the angle of the bee’s walk relative to the top of 
the honeycomb—straight toward the top indicates 
that a bee should fly toward the sun. Any deviation 
from straight up indicates the angle away from 
the sun. How long the bee dances tells the other 
bees how far away the resource is. The workers 
whose job it is to collect nectar and pollen intently 
watch this dance, then leave the hive following the 
directions laid out by the dancing bee. Busy as a 
bee.  Bees are known as hard workers, and for 
good reason. In general, just one nest cell may be 
filled with three or four times a bees’ body weight 
in pollen, which means many trips to flowers. Each 
trip involves visiting tens to hundreds of flowers, so 
that one nest cell contains pollen from a huge floral 
bouquet. 

The above information is just a fraction of 
information from just the introduction to the book 
The BEES In Your Backyard, by Joseph S. Wilson 
and Olivia M. Carril. The book is a guide to North 
America’s Bees, dispelling common myths about 
bees while offering essential tips for telling them 
apart in the field. The book features more than 
900 color photos of the bees living all around 
us—in our gardens and parks, along nature trails, 
and in the wild spaces between. It describes their 
natural history, including where they live, how they 
gather food, their role as 
pollinators, and even how 
to attract them to your 
own backyard. Written by 
scientists, it is for general 
readers and a great place 
for novice bee enthusiasts 
to start and an exceptional 
reference for experts.

On a much lighter note, here’s some bee talk: 
**As luck would hive it. **Your honey or your life. 
**’Swarm today isn’t it? **Hive it your way. **You’re 
pollen my leg. **Buzz off!  Can bees fly in the rain?-
--not without their yellow jackets.  Which bee gives 
you a second chance? A plan B.
“The hum of bees is the voice of the garden.”  
Elizabeth Lawrence.
Till next time, Judy Finnegan
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Wingert Tossey Pavilion all finished and just waiting 
for beautiful plants to be planted.

Rich Pearson and Mark Finnegan load tables onto 
the trailer.

Hardening off tables all set up and ready for plants.

Bruce Mitchell and Fred Miller move hardening off 
tables for trip to the SPGA barn enclosure.

Ed Wozniak, Mark Finnegan and Bruce Mitchell 
unloading tables at the barn enclosure.

Dennis Latimer after a good days work at Snyder 
Park Gardens and Arboretum.

More pictures from the gardens and around town.
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Variegated Sweet Iris, Iris pallida ‘Variegata’  
and Glory-of-the-Snow, Chionodoxa forbesii  

in bed outside SPGA clubhouse.

Don’t forget about 
our May 5th 

Garden Clean Up 
at SPGA 

9:00 to NOON


