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Mark Your Calendar

2 46 Springfield Foundation
Feature Garden Committee--
Virtual meeting. Every Tuesday
in March. 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th.
5 2:00 Wildflower Walk - Clifton Gorge
8 11-12:30 Fundraising Committee -

SPGA clubhouse

Perennial Committee - Virtual
General Meeting - Virtual

Wildflower Walk time/location
TBD

Daylight Savings - set clocks
forward

Vernal Equinox - SPRING!!
Wildflower Walk time/location
TBD

B & B articles due

Wildflower Walk time/location
TBD

2:30-3:30
6-8

4:37 AM

and Arboretum.

Mark Your Calendar
President’s Corner

Pam’s Posies..........
Rich’'s Remarks
Birthdays

Committee Reports

Backyard News

Over the Garden Gate

Spring is showing up at the Snyder Park Garden




PRESIDENT’S CORNER

We survived February’s bitter cold, many
inches of snow, and multiple Zoom Meetings!

Will March come in as Lion or Lamb? Whatever
March brings besides the Leprechauns, all of us
will continue planning our Gardens and Events
for Spring 2021. Won't it feel glorious when all of
us are digging and smelling soil again?

February did bring an Intern Celebration on
the 22nd which brought 21 Interns out on a chilly
night! A huge Thank You to Pam for writing an
exemption to allow Master Gardeners to bring
closure to the 2020 Intern Class by a Graduation
at Grace Methodist Church! And a thank
you to Grace for allowing us, the 1st outside
group, to use their newly opened Sanctuary.

The Parishioners had been worshiping in the
Fellowship room for the last 5 years because of
structure issues until January 31, 2021.

Everyone had a wonderful time at our COVID
safe Graduation. The Interns received their
Certificate, graded final test, and a gift basket.
And of course, snacks that were homemade
cookies, nuts, and water, individually wrapped!

| am personally excited about the Springfield
Foundation Feature Garden and Entrance
Garden and Plant Sale and Walking Tours and
| am just thrilled about all the projects we are
all involved in for this year! And spending time
with my Master Gardener friends to take in their
advice, education, and kindness!

So, lion or lamb, we will be there! We will
continue Planning, Zooming, and discussing our
Gardens and Events for 2021!

In the spirit of Master Gardeners,
Connie Mitchell
President

Pam’s Posles

Dear Master Gardener Volunteers,

It's almost here — spring, and that is and our busiest
time of the year. Although, | don’t know when we
have a slow time! It's been quite busy this past year
and it doesn’t look like it's going to let up anytime
soon. It's an exciting time to be an OSU Extension
MGV!

The Wingert-Tossey Pavilion is complete except
for the sign. The Wingerts visited Springfield this
past month and loved it. They are excited to see the
rest of the area develop. The Springfield Foundation
Feature Garden is in the design stage and coming
along nicely. | can’t wait for this spring — when the
weather breaks, the sidewalks around the clubhouse
and the Wingert-Tossey Pavilion will be installed
followed by the Springfield Foundation Feature
Garden. | am excited for our community to see the
results!

We have a new committee led by four co-
chairs who are developing a pollinator/butterfly/
hummingbird/etc. garden. The reason | list all of
these is that it won’t just be a pollinator garden. It will
accommodate pollinators as well as monarchs and
other butterflies, hummingbirds, and other insects
that provide pollination services. This committee is
working on a name for the project which will be in the
area between the Kiwanis Children’s Garden and the
Garden of Eatin’. They will also be participating in
an OSU research project looking at native plants and
cultivars.

The next steps for SPGA are signage and paths.
We have money in hand to purchase signage, we just
must develop the content. We also have a design
for our signs. We also need to raise money for
additional paths that extend beyond the clubhouse
area.

In other good news, the request for filling Kathy
McConkey’s position has been approved and should
be posted soon. If you know of anyone interested
in working part-time and loves working with MGVs,
please let me or Rich know. We are also filling Jo
Brown’s position thank goodness.

Final good news, | have an exemption for wildflower
walks and they will begin this Friday! Meet at 2:00
p.m. this Friday at Clifton Gorge. Meet in the parking
lot and we will start promptly at 2:00. All other walks

Pam’s Posies cont. on pg. 3



RICH’S REMARKS

February’s late winter icy blast has finally faded...
and melted into a balmy early March. We can only
hope this will be the pattern as we grow into Spring!
February was productive though! Emergence of
several new committees and subcommittees ready
to embrace a busy new season; a congratulatory,
celebratory graduation event for our Intern Class of
2020; scheduling of some new programming and
events; and presentations of plans and designs for
new gardens!

Wingert Tossey Pavilion:

The final and literally /ast piece of wood was at-
tached to the pillar to conceal the cable supplying
power to all of the lighting in the Pavilion. While
Donnie Rice (NTPRD mason), completed the stone
bases earlier, he is waiting for a spell of warmer
weather (perhaps soon?) to complete a final caulking
to seal around all of the joints with his stonework.

Springfield Foundation Feature Garden:

A committee of MGV formed and began the
design process earlier in 2020. They subsequently
reconvened, evolved, grew in numbers and resumed
the project with enthusiasm. Certainly, this has its
challenges in attempting a group design project
via Zoom. This group of volunteers rose to the
challenge and worked diligently on refining to design
and developing plant lists. We divided the concept
into 6 component parts: Graphic Design, Trees,
Shrubs, Evergreens, Perennials, and Annuals. We
are currently meeting weekly and biweekly and
using break-out rooms so the individual subgroups
can gather and focus on their defined area, with
increasing outreach to the other groups for shared
information. Possible plant lists are emerging;
next steps include conceptually fitting them into the
designated beds, determining needed quantities,
sourcing, and ordering.

We are also meeting with NTPRD to discuss
various site issues and related components.
Certainly the plans for the future renovations of the
Clubhouse are a necessary consideration for the
outcome of the S F Feature Garden.

Entrance Garden:

Plans are underway. | sent some conceptual
renderings relative to the S F Feature Garden to
Laura, at her request, so she has a broader view
of the space. We just had a virtual presentation

Rich’s Remarks cont. on pg.8

Pam’s Posies cont. from pg. 2

will be at 1:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted. We can
still use VMS for communicating and for the calendar.
Just remember, don’t put your hours in VMS — wait
until the new system is live. (PS — it's coming).

Spring is indeed just around the corner and it's a
good thing — I have had enough snow and cold. | am
ready to get outside and work in the garden again.

Thanks as always for all you do for the OSUE MGV
program!

Pam

Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener
Volunteer Coordinator

Extension Educator, Horticulture

Ohio State University Extension
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If anyone knows of anyone to put
in our Thoughts and Prayers column b
please send that information to Blades &
Blooms editor Linda McCann.
Email: Linda@mccannco.net

Thanks. *




COMMITTEE REPORTS
PERENNIAL COMMITTEE

March has us “Thinking Spring,” even though,
as of this writing (Feb 17), we are snowy, cold,
and expecting another round of snow.

The Springfield Foundation Feature Garden,
sub committee of Perennial Committee, has
separated into smaller groups for the purpose of
continuing design work and brainstorming plant
selections. We have groups working with overall
design, evergreens, deciduous trees, shrubs,
herbaceous perennials and annuals.

We have been busy meeting via zoom every
Tuesday and working diligently to tackle this
huge project with the goal is a “knock your socks
off” garden display of multi season interest. For
more details, get on whichever platform we are
currently using and browse the Feature Garden
Folder. We are planning the installation for this

spring.

Here is our timeline. Wish us well and be
ready to pitch in as able!

e Bed Prep: by early March

e Irrigation: ASAP after Bed Prep

e Design submitted: early March

e Plant Order: by early/mid- April

e Plants planted: mid- April — early May
¢ Annuals: mid to late May

Thank you all & remember to always be
thankful for our generous donors!

Kathy McConkey, Jeri Taylor, Fabenne
Brandenburg, PC tri-chairs

VICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE

As I’'m writing this the Victory Garden is
hibernating under six inches of snow, We will
have a cleanup early April with potato and onion
planting the second weekend of April. | will
e-mail everyone as time draws closer to the
cleanup day. In the meantime stay warm and
think spring.

Edith Newell-Perley, Drew Titone
and Ed Wozniak

More Signs of Spring from
Snyder Park Garden and Arboretum

AT %

All that work last year — It’s time to get it growing!



FIELD TRIAL/GREENHOUSE
COMMITTEE

The Mitchell Greenhouse was cleaned by a very
enthusiastic crew on February 9th and treated with a
disinfectant fogger on February 16th.

We are ready to start planting seeds from All
American Selection (AAS) the first Tuesday of
March. Mitchell Greenhouse volunteers have filled
all the available workday slots for March. That is
great news! For the volunteers that did not secure
a workday in March, there will be more workdays
posted later for April and May.

Thank-you volunteers!

The Mitchell Greenhouse chairs,
Linda McCann, Rosalind Soles, Karen Parsons and
Theresa Gregory

S

The Mitchell Greenhouse getting a thorough cleaning by
our dedicated MGVs.

Now just waiting for plants.

New reporting on gardening as it appears in
literature and writings reveals the inspiration, well
being benefits, joy, healing and humor from spending
time in nature and working the soil through the four
seasons.

Judy Finnegan

GARDEN MEDITATION
Let us give thanks for a bounty of people.

For children who are our second planting, and
though they grow like weeds and the wind too soon
blows them away, may they forgive us our cultivation
and fondly remember where their roots are.

Let us give thanks;

For generous friends...with hearts...and smiles as
bright as their blossoms;

For feisty friends, as tart as apples;

For continuous friends, who like scallions and
cucumbers, keep reminding us that we’ve had them;

For crotchety friends, sour as rhubarb and as
indestructible;

For handsome friends, who are as gorgeous as
eggplants and as elegant as a row of corn, and the
others, as plain as potatoes and so good for you;

For funny friends, who are as silly as Brussel sprouts
and as amusing as Jerusalem artichokes;

And serious friends as unpretentious as cabbages,
as subtle as summer squash, as persistent as
parsley, as delightful as dill, as endless as zucchini,
and who, like parsnips, can be counted on to see you
through the winter;

For old friends, nodding like sunflowers in the
evening time and young friends coming on as fast as
radishes;

For loving friends, who wind around us like
tendrils and hold us, despite our blights, wilts, and
witherings;

And finally, for those friends now gone, like gardens
past that have been harvested, but who fed us in
their times that we might have life thereafter.

For all these, we give thanks.
~~Rev. Max Coots of Canton, NY

And maybe a remembrance from the Rick
McKinstry jokebook.

A man walks into a pet store and asks for a dozen
bees. The clerk carefully counts 13 bees out onto the
counter. “That’s one too many!” says the customer.
The clerk replies, “It's a freebie.”
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A by Wendy May
Sonya Ryhal

As a self-proclaimed extrovert, Sonya Ryhal, Class
of 2014 has found reaching out to neighbors helped
fill the void the pandemic has created. Whether it is
providing transportation, encouraging those who are
struggling, or simply picking up their mail, she finds
joy in the little things.

Retiring as a Home Economics teacher of 31 years
in 1996, Sonya went on to work for the Arts Councill
for 17 years. Now she divides her time between
visiting her husband daily at Oak Wood Village and
keeping up with her longtime friends she dubs the
“Golden Girls,” who she joined in a trip to Florida in
February.

An avid mystery fan, she enjoys plots centered in
Key West or England. The Jake Lassiter mystery
series by Paul Levine also fill her quiet evenings with
intrigue.

The surprise
hydrangea
from the MGVs
received
this summer
brought tears
to her eyes and
a challenge
to create a
hydrangea
collection in her
own yard. She
reflects “it is
such a pleasure
to work
with Master
Gardener
Volunteers” and
she has seen the group grow a lot throughout the
past few years. She is especially looking forward to
the large group events namely, the Plant Sale and
Jubilee along with working in the greenhouse.

Ovcr the Garclcn Gate

Susan Newell

A series of life circumstances resulted in Susan
Newell, Class of 2008, going inactive in 2020 as a
MGV. Nonetheless, she continues to be upbeat and
an advocate for living life to its fullest. A personal
health crisis in 2018 and current road bumps have
shown her great support from her family. The loss of
both her mother and husband in 2020 brought many
others to stand beside her faithfully and selflessly.
Whether it is the surprise gift on the porch by a MGV
or a neighbor bringing in her trash can at the end of
the day, she marvels at the generosity of others.

Whether she’s taking trips to the Peach truck to
provide gifts for her neighbors or tending her own
tomato plants, Susan strives to enjoy every day of
her life. After
having her
former garden
area tilled and
seeded, she
has now learned
adaptive ways
to keep ahead
of the weeds
in other areas
and found a
landscaper
who will help
with garden
chores including
dividing her
perennials.

The potager garden (intermingled vegetables,
fruits, flowers and herbs) at Gateway Garden was
one of this former teacher’s favorite areas to work.
Field trials, the Early Ohio Settler’s Garden, Utzinger,
the Victory Garden, and the Fair Flower Show added
to her volunteer hours. “A fantastic group who are
super supportive of one another,” is how she reflects
on her experience with the MGV program.



Backyard News

Spring is sneaking up on us and many of us will
be starting seeds soon. Remember last year?
Husband Tom and | were chomping at the bit to begin
landscaping our new yard, then Covid 19 hit. We
always start a couple of trays of seeds in the spring,
but we decided to go all in just in case we couldn’t
get to garden centers because
of the virus. We started over 250 & &t
seeds! That’s easy to do when b
you use little Jiffy seed starting
pellets, but once the true leaves
form, we transfer the plants
into 11 oz plastic cups. For us,
that worked well for years, but
when you have 250 plants those
cups take up a lot of space.
We only had a few grow lights.
No problem. We could sit them
outside in the sun as the world
warmed up. Hah! As if Ohio has
sun in the spring. As if the world
warms. And so we started a
frantic rotation between windows
and our grow lights, with the
occasional day outside in the
cool sun, trying to keep the
cups from blowing away in the
gusty spring wind. We and the plants persevere. By
summer they were gorgeous.

Last year we had many favorites, but a few things
really shone. Summer Jewel Red Salvia is a 2011
AAS winner. When | first
started them | wasn’t
sure how they would
grow, so | probably
started too many. The
seeds are very small but
| also found they were
very hardy. | planted
them everywhere, In
the mish-mash bed, the
tomato patch, the pepper
bed, the pots on the

# Rasy To Handle « Easy 7, S

SOW EASY-

MARIGOLD
grench Double Dy,

deck. | planted them in ‘7‘: ,

- Z
the front bed with Black- .
Eyed Susans (Rudbeckia
Goldstrum), Giant
Hyssop (Agastache “Black Adder”) and Obedient
Plant (Physostegia virginiana “Miss Manners”).
Gorgeous. That’s the thing about Summer Jewel
Red Salvia, they make everything around them look
better. They are more filler than thriller. A delicate

Summer Jewel Red Salvia and Sow
Easy Marigold in a pot on the deck.

beauty happy to enhance other plants.

Hummingbirds and bees love Summer Jewel Red
Salvia! Each morning | would sit on the deck and
watch the hummingbirds fly from patch to patch,
never missing a single one, finishing at the feeder for
a quick sip of sugar water.

Summer Jewel Red Salvia is an annual that grows
to 20 inches and loved our sunny backyard. It drops
seeds, which do sprout, but they
didn’t seem to get blown around
by the wind. If you’re interested
in trying Summer Jewel Red
Salvia, you can get the seeds
at Park Seed (parkseed.com).
They were especially nice potted
with my favorite marigold, Sow
Easy. The red of the salvia really
set off the red and gold of the
Sow Easy Marigolds.

My Ferry Morse seed packet
tells me that Sow Easy Marigold
is a French Double Dwarf type.
It grows 12 to 14 inches tall
e and the blossoms are 1to 1.5
S inches of red and gold beauty.
They are super hardy and grow
well into the fall, long after
everything else has given up.
Bees and butterflies love them. I've started using
them in place of mums, which pollinators seem to
ignore. I've put them in flower beds and pots. They
are equally happy with both. | found these seeds at a
local big box store like Lowes or Meijers. Ferry Morse
(ferrymorse.com) has double dwarf marigolds listed
on their website, but they don’t include the Sow Easy
logo. | hope you get a chance to try some double
dwarfs. They are beautiful.

Happy Gardening!
Susan Miller

Summer Jewel Red Salvia.



Rich’s Remarks cont. from pg. 3

of her initial design concept that boldly defines the
Entrance to SPGA focused on the Wingert Tossey
Pavilion; outlining and defining the border with the
parking area; and illustrating some great creative
uses of the stone salvaged from the Crowell Collier
Building entrance and the facade of Memorial Hall.
The Entrance Garden Committee now has something
considerable to “chew on”. Consider, evaluate,
discuss, suggest — all of the great beginning stages
of bringing forth a bold new component garden!

SPGA Barn Fence Area:

The space inside the fence proved its value for a
plant sale last summer. This Spring we will confirm
that research by using it for the Garden Plant Sell —
A Bration. As necessary, it will allow us to regulate
and control number of patrons inside on the “sales
floor” at a given time. The new sliding gates are a
great assist in receiving plants by the truckloads too!
It also allows for easier care of the stock and earlier
set-up of the event.

While the GPSAB is emerging and growing toward
its big weekend, elsewhere in the rest of the space
we will be hardening off and caring for the plants
grown in the Mitchell Greenhouse for the Field Trials
and other garden areas.

Additionally, at about that same time, we will be
receiving plants ordered for the S F Feature Garden,
with an intended installation very soon after the Plant
Sale. Good thing we have a great big space with a
good water tap! And...plenty of space!!!

And with all of that already in the hopper, we have
big plans for some other great gardening projects.
As those are still in the planning stages, | will save
those discussions for future editions. We don’t want
to put the garden cart ahead of the horse, or in this
case ahead of the harnessed team of incredible,
dedicated, enthusiastic, hard working, ready to get it
done MGV!

Thank you all for all of your tenacious and dedicated
commitment to SPGA and the MGV Clark County
program. | truly enjoy working with you and continue
to marvel at this teams amazing productivity!

Programming for March

BACKYARD VEGETABLE WORKSHOP
2021
Virtual, access link available with registration.

Thursday 3/25, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Extending the vegetable and strawberry
production season using climate modification
strategies.

Presenter: Brad Bergefurd, Ohio State University
Extension Educator, OSU South Centers,
Piketon, OH.

Friday 3/26, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Herbs in the home garden —
Savor the Summer.
Harvesting Herbs.

Presenter: Susan Liechty, Master Gardener
Volunteer of Delaware County.

Cost: $40. for both days presentations.

Basic Beekeeping

Two sessions offered
March 19 & 20 or April 9 & 10 2021

Classroom size limited to 20. Masks required.
Social Distance established.

Lunch: Bring or locally buy your own.
Saturdays (1 hour break outside classroom)

Where: Ohio State University Extension,
Clark County Office
3130 East Main Street,
Springfield, OH 45505

Cost: $35 per person includes textbook.
$25 without textbook.

Horticulture Fact: March 7, is the birthday
of American horticulturist Luther Burbank,
born 1849. He developed many new varieties
of fruits, vegetables, and flowers. A Burbank
favorite: the Shasta daisy.




THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
Ohio State University Extension
Clark County
3130 East Main Street
Springfield, OH 45505
www.twitter.com (user name OSUEclarkcounty)

Celebration of 2020 MGV Intern Class

The Master Gardener “Blades & Blooms” is a publication of the Ohio State University Extension,
Clark County, 3130 East Main Street, Springfield, Ohio, 45505, 937.398.7600. The Master Gardener
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