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Mark Your Calendar for September
1 9am-noon SPGA Garden clean up
6  Labor Day
7 8am-noon Perennial garden work day 
 9am-noon EOS garden work day
8 5-5:30pm Education Program  
 5:30-7pm General Meeting - both at  
  Wingert Tossey Pavilion
13 10am-noon SPGA Committee meeting in 
  SPGA clubhouse
14 8am-noon Perennial garden work day 
 9am-noon Greenhouse pot/tray cleaning 
  @ barn.
18 11am-12:30pm Tree ID Garden Walk  
  @ Wingert Tossey Pavilion
20 9am-noon EOS Wrap up meeting  
  in lg conf rm at extension office 
21 8am-noon Perennial garden work day
23 11 am-1 pm Education Committee Wingert  
  Tossey Pavilion 
 6pm-7:30pm Seed Saving Garden Talk  
  @ Garden of Eatin’ 
25 9am-11am Tool Sharpening Workshop  
  @ SPGA clubhouse
28 8am-noon Perennial garden work day

Master Gardener Volunteers ready for the 2021 Snyder 
Park Gardens and Arboretum Jubilee.

Wingert Tossey family cutting ribbon at the Wingert 
Tossey Pavilion Dedication.

SPGA Jubilee Garden Tram.
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Pam’s Posies
Dear Master Gardener Volunteers,

Wow what a whirlwind summer.  I can’t believe that 
we are entering September and are ready for football 
season to begin.  Go Bucks!  Hopefully we will all 
be able to go to the games and enjoy football in the 
Shoe once again.  If not, we will flex as we have been 
doing for almost two years.

Thanks to the SPGA Jubi!ee Committee for their 
hard work.  It showed in how smooth everything went 
that day.  While the numbers were not what they were 
pre-Covid – we certainly had a great turnout.  Thanks 
to all who worked the day and the days leading up to 
it so that everything would be in great shape.  There 
was a lot of great positive feedback.  Also thanks 
to Deb Brugger, Donna Myers and Connie Mitchell 
for making the grand opening and dedication of the 
Wingert Tossey Pavilion a success.

Speaking of the Wingert Tossey Pavilion, please 
be sure to use the full name when putting it in print.  
When talking about it, the first time use the Wingert 
Tossey Pavilion and after that you can call it the 
Pavilion.  Please don’t shorten it to the WT Pavilion 
(donor’s request) or hyphenate Wingert-Tossey!  We 
all need to be speaking the same language so that 
the public will as well.  This also goes for Snyder 
Park Gardens & Arboretum.  Please use this title 
anytime you are talking about it – use SPGA after the 
first time.  We all (me included) need to practice this 
so that we stay on “BRAND” because after all, we are 
developing the brand!  

It’s so exciting to see where we have come in just a 
few years.  Our dream is becoming a reality and it’s 
because of the great dedication and help from all of 
you.

Now comes fall and meetings to prepare for next 
season, which will be even bigger!  There are some 
behind the scenes things that need to be worked 
through such as how will we use the Pavilion, will we 
rent it out, if so, for what fee, etc.  Watch for meeting 
announcements in your email.

Again, thanks for all that you do to make Clark 
County a great place to live!
Pam
Pamela J. Bennett State Master Gardener 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Extension Educator, Horticulture 
Ohio State University Extension

Wingert Tossey Pavilion Dedication Plaque.
Master Gardener Tom Miller created the plaque 
bases from lumber leftover from the pavilion build.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
What a hot and muggy August! But the weather did 

not stop the Mighty Master Gardener Volunteers from 
showing how successful we are as gardeners!

The SPGA Jubilee was outstanding! Wasn’t it nice 
to have actual happy people in our gardens?  WOW!! 
The Early Ohio Settler’s gardeners showed realism 
by donning attire from the 1850’s during their Garden 
Talk! They were a hit! The Garden of Eatin’ gave out 
freshly grown and harvested vegetables! People 
loved that!!! The Springfield Foundation Feature 
Garden displayed how hard we have been working 
all summer!

The Victory Garden has harvested over 6,500 
pounds of veggies and given to the Second Harvest 
Food Bank! The Landscape with Nature Garden held 
their Garden Talk with 20 attendees! Tom and Fran 
Davidson were amazing!

A huge Thank You to all who participated in any 
type of garden this month! We make a great TEAM!

Dennis Latimer, Alecia Laird, and Rich Pearson....
What can I say? 

THANK YOU! You made our lives a whole lot easier 
by always having the gardens prepared with any 
equipment that we needed! And cold water!

A huge THANK YOU to Jo Brown for assisting our 
new Office folks, Mara and Barb, in understanding 
how all this works! Jo, we love you!

Now, let’s see if we can top August activities, by 
continuing our love of gardening and education to 
the Springfield and Clark County Community for 
September! See you at SPGA!
In the spirit of Master Gardener Volunteers, 
Connie Mitchell
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RICH’S REMARKS
Wow!  SPGA Jubilee was a GREAT success due 

to the amazing commitment, dedication, and hard 
work of the Master Gardener Volunteers of Clark 
County!  Great job!  I hope you were all as proud as I 
was of the preparedness of Snyder Park Gardens & 
Arboretum for its grand opening AND the dedication 
of the Wingert Tossey Pavilion.  Thank you ALL for 
all your hard work to get that launched!  Now that 
we have that as a fond memory, we have several 
projects still waiting.  Get some rest, take a deep 
breath and let’s dive in soon!  
Wingert Tossey Pavilion: 

The perimeter beds received stone prior to SPGA 
Jubilee.  Temporary dedication naming was installed 
also prior to the event. Sourcing of permanent 
lettering is now in process.  We continue to monitor 
this space for maintenance needs.  The pavilion and 
its access walks are very popular and require weekly 
(or more) hosing off.  Hmmmm…. that could be a 
new MGV committee!
Springfield Foundation Feature Garden: 

All 6 beds of the original design were completed to 
the point of available plant material; there is more to 
source and install as/when available.  Additional beds 
are planned for the junction with the concrete plaza 
of the east/west 10 ft. walk joining the clubhouse with 
the pavilion. Removal of the Sycamore tree stump is 
needed.  I will work with the Springfield City Forester 
and NTPRD to accomplish that.  Two additional beds 
are planned for either side of that walk about midway 
to the Wingert Tossey Pavilion to site some smaller 
to medium sized shade trees.   An irrigation system is 
needed and under consideration; best to wait until the 
additional beds are at least amended and prepped.  
This will greatly improve efficient use of the time 
and labor of our very limited staff. Installation of sod 
is planned for the area defined by the 2-secondary 
east/west walks and between the Clubhouse and the 
Pavilion.  
SPGA Site Development: 

Completion of the 8 ft. walk along the west side of 
the Clubhouse, “temporary” replacement steps to the 
Clubhouse porch, concrete plaza/pad, 10 ft. east/
west walk, 2 east/west secondary walks, and the 
south 10 ft. walk spur were deemed a good point to 
pause construction until after SPGA Jubilee.  Select 
Services provided a finish grade to the area as well 
as made the growing “mountain range” of excavated 
soil disappear, eliminating any trip hazards and made 

Rich’s Remarks  cont. on pg.12

September
3rd Marilyn Hinderer
5th Connie Kersey
7th Dorothy Burkholder
8th Joyce Studebaker
11th Kathy Eckell
11th Jane Skogstrom
13th Penny Dunbar
21st Katie Poppe
24th Janet Hannel
25th Marilyn Ryan
29th Sonya Ryhal
30th Katherine Frazier

Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum 
Committee Meeting

Those of you on this committee might have a 
September 6 meeting scheduled.  Trying to schedule 
in advance, I didn’t realize that this was Labor Day so 
I am moving this meeting to September 13, 2021 at 
10:00 a.m. instead of Sept. 6 at 1:00 p.m.  It’s at the 
SPGA clubhouse.

All garden committee chairs need to be in 
attendance or have someone else attend for you.  
Report on successes/challenges this season and 
share plans for preparing for 2022.  We will also 
schedule the Tree, donations acceptance policy, 
signs, and other subcommittee meetings at this time
Pam

SPGA Field Trial Garden at SPGA Jubilee.
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Committee Reports

LANDSCAPE WITH NATURE 
COMMITTEE

Fritillaries, Tiger Swallowtails, bees, hummingbirds; 
and even a Pipevine Swallowtail have been attracted 
to the nectar of the plantings in the Landscape with 
Nature Garden. 

The Landscape with Nature Garden was the site of 
the August Garden Walk.  Fran and Tom Davidson 
introduced visitors to the plantings in the garden and 
their role in pollination. Attendees especially enjoyed 
seeing how Fran would start with a Monarch egg on 
a milkweed leaf, provide for the caterpillars needs 
until it formed a chrysalis, and then release it after it 
emerged from the chrysalis.

We are currently in the process of adding a 
pudddling area to provide water 
for the pollinators to increase the 
habitat offerings of the garden. 
The butterfly focus garden plot is 
currently functioning as a holding 
bed for extra and donated plants. 
It is now time to begin transforming 
the bed into the Butterfly Garden 
for both nectar and host plants. We 
want to ensure the next generation 
by providing habitat. Meeting 
times and work times are being 
scheduled.  We need your ideas 
and help! Check your email and the 
VMS calendar for the times.
Donna Meister, Jani Malowney, and 
Tom Davidson

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
At the September General Meeting, we will be 

starting at 5pm with a 30-minute education program.  
Please join Janet Hannel and Donna Meister and 
learn about fall preparations for your garden and 
getting it ready for winter.  Janet and Donna are 
part of the founding members or the newest SPGA 
garden “Landscaping with Nature” and are also 
State Naturalist Volunteers.  If you have been lucky 
enough to get to work in a garden beside these two 
Master Gardeners, you quickly realize how observant 
and enthusiastic they are to all the natural wonders 
going on in a garden and all the things you can do to 
promote these elements in your own garden.  
General Meeting Education Program – September 
8th, 5:00-5:30 pm at the Wingert Tossey Pavilion.
Connie Mitchell, Deb Brugger, & Marilyn Hinderer

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Thank you to everyone that participates in the Kroger 
rewards program. The rewards for May 01, 2021 
– July 31, 2021 were $89.05. There are 21 Master 
Gardener Volunteer families supporting the program. 
Great job! And thank you.
Great job, Fundraising, at the SPGA Jubilee. The 
girls at the table worked hard and took in $1,305 
for the day.Thanks to all of you. Everyone worked 
at answering questions and keeping up with the 
customers. The weather was great to start the 
day. Then the humidity stepped up. Thankfully, the 
rain held off till much later in the day. What a great 
opportunity to be outside and enjoy others.
Thanks to Rita, Susan and the community for your 
hard work in pulling the SPGA Jubilee together and 
keeping us all straight.
Hey, if you haven’t heard or noticed on the 
September calendar, Fundraising is supporting a 
Tool Sharpening Class, September 25th,  9 am-11 
am in the SPGA Clubhouse. Space is limited to 30 
class participants. The charge for the class is $30. 
Payment can be made by check to Master Gardeners 
of Clark County and mailed to PO Box 158, 
Springfield, Oh 45501 . Drew Titone will be teaching 
the class. Come join us and learn about sharpening 
and keeping your tools in good oiled working order. 
You won’t want to miss Drew’s teaching skills and 
knowledge. And it’s all for a good cause, supporting 
SPGA. Tell your family and friends.
Fundraising chair Fabenne Brandenburg,  Co-chair 
Judy Finnegan

vICTORY GARDEN COMMITTEE
Harvest is drawing to a close 

with just a few tomatoes to pick. 
We have attained our goal of 
6000 lbs with 6700 lbs to date 
and 7000 in sight.  Thanks to all 
that participated thru the year.  
Master Gardener Volunteers 
took part in donating fresh 
vegetables recently at the food 
pantry and received many 
favorable comments. Hopefully 
this will become a yearly event.   
Edith-Perley Newell,  Drew 
Titone,  Ed Wozniak
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FAIR FLOWER SHOW  
COMMITTEE

Thank you All for helping the Fair Flower Show 
be very successful in spite of some differences this 
year!! The Silent Auction was Outstanding! The Ohio 
State Basket #2 made a Basket Record of bringing in 
$280.  Wow!! Our Total Silent Auction Basket income 
was $1,715.00 We have a lot of work ahead deciding 
on Fair Book changes for 2022.

The kids enjoyed creating their flower bouquets 
with Donna Myers direction and Tom the Weed Man 
and Donna’s Pollinators were a BIG Attraction!! The 
flower bouquets were beautiful and everyone had 

fun! That is what it is all about!!  Email any ideas or 
suggestions for 2022 to Jani or Marianne.

Jani Malowney and Marianne Ober

PERENNIAL COMMITTEE
For the Perennial Committee most of our focus 

was preparing for SPGA Jubilee.  Our volunteers 
spent many hours and did a lot of work to keep our 
gardens at their best. Job well done! Thank you to 
all that were able to help. A big Thank You to Sandy 
Forstrom and 
Jan O’Neil 
who assisted 
in our 
hydrangea 
beds for 
SPGA 
Jubilee. The 
feedback 
was very 
positive, and 
we appreciate 
your 
assistance. 

Our 
committee is 
looking to the 
future and 
making some 
decisions 
for the new 
year. Kathy 
McConkey 
would like to step down from committee chair to 
pursue other Master Gardener Volunteer activities. 
Hopefully, she will remain a co-chair for a while 
longer. Afterwards, she will remain on the committee 
and provide her wisdom and guidance to our 
committee. I am happy to announce 2 new co-chairs. 
Marilyn Hinderer and Ann Doane will be assisting our 
committee. We are excited about their new roles. 

We have also been exploring the possibilities 
of assigning gardens, modeling the “adopt a bed” 
approach, keeping in mind that there will be times 
that the gardens will require “all hands-on deck”! We 
will also be working with our executive staff to define 
and clarify our responsibilities. 

We look forward to the completion of the Springfield 
Foundation Feature Garden. We are hoping to see 
their completion this fall. This month and next will 
certainly be a transition time as fall is just around 
the corner. We have scheduled a weekly workday 
to maintain our gardens. Tuesdays at 8:00 am. 
However, if you wish to work on a day other than 
Tuesdays, there is always a list of projects that need 
work. 

Thanks again to many that help keep our gardens 
beautiful.
Jerri Taylor, Kathy McConkey, Fabenne Brandenburg, 
Marilyn Hinderer, Ann Doane

Fair Flower Show MGV crew packing up.

River of Daffodils after a serious 
clean up day.

MGV manpower helping with the after fair 
clean up.
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EARLY OHIO SETTLER’S 
GARDEN COMMITTEE
Sunny Day in the Park…

Master Gardener Volunteers came out in force 
for the dedication of the Wingert Tossey Pavilion 
and a grand opening of Snyder Park Gardens and 
Arboretum on a beautiful Saturday, August 7, 2021.  
As our part in the celebration, the Early Ohio Settlers’ 
Garden committee decked out our garden with red, 
white and blue bunting; a statuary chicken greeted 
visitors at the gate; the bee skep and kale jar were 
in place; a vintage apple butter kettle was near 
the three apple trees; our new (old) pump was on 
display, and the “Colonel” was stationed among the 
strawberries!  The garden itself was showing off with 
red flowers of beans on a trellis, the cardoon covered 
with purple 
thistle-like 
blooms, 
amethyst 
corn, large 
yellow okra 
blossoms, 
bright pink 
cockscomb, 
the purple-
red amaranth 
plant and so 
much more!

As we 
welcomed 
visitors to 
SPGA, we offered conversation and interpretation 
of the historic nature of the EOS garden and 
explanation of the heirloom plants growing within 
the picket fence, tours being led by our costumed 
committee members.  We offered samples of 
the vegetables grown from seeds dating back to 
the middle ages-- cucumbers, popcorn, peppers, 
tomatoes, pickled beets, pickles and bread made 
from rhubarb, as well as displaying dried herbs, Job’s 
tears, black radishes and white carrots.  Visitors 
learned that vegetables can taste wonderful, popcorn 
doesn’t have to come from a microwave, rhubarb IS 
delicious, and beets don’t come out of the ground 
already pickled!

The day seemed as enjoyable for the attendees 
as it was for those of the EOS committee.  Here’s to 
many more of these sunny days with people in our 
Park!

As requested by so many who enjoyed the 
Rhubarb Nut Bread, Jean Rickards is sharing her 
recipe!

—Peggy Shank with Judy and Mark Finnegan and 
Kim Bachman

Early Ohio Settler’s Garden displaying 
the heirloom vegetables and household 
items from the 1850s.

HOLIDAY SWAG/CANCER 
CENTER COMMITTEE

Each year the Clark County Master Gardeners 
in cooperation with the Springfield Regional Mercy 
Health Cancer Center provide holiday door swags 
for patients who have appointments on either the 
first or second Thursday of December. Due to the 
generous donations of our members, this has been 
a no expense project for the MGVs and a gift to the 
patients. 

If you would like to donate wired ribbon or holiday 
ornaments, please bring them to the September 
general meeting to be collected by Sue Ann Dill or 
Wendy May. If you are unable to attend, call Wendy 
at (937) 561-1191 to make plans for an alternate pick 
up time.

We will be collecting dried flower/pods/natural 
embellishments at a future date. 

A sincere thank you is extended to all who have 
participated in this meaningful, outreach project. It 
was because of your flexibility and creative planning 
that we were able to distribute 106 door swags this 
past year in spite of the many restrictions due to the 
COVID pandemic. 
Sue Ann Dill and Wendy May—co-chairs

Jean Rickard’s Rhubarb Nut Bread
•	 1 ½ c. brown sugar or part granulated sugar
•	 2/3 c. salad oil
•	 1 egg
•	 1 c. buttermilk or sour milk
•	 1 tsp. salt
•	 1 tsp. soda
•	 1 tsp. vanilla
•	 2 ½ c. flour
•	 1 ½ c. fresh rhubarb, diced fine
•	 1/2 c. chopped nutmeats
1.	 Mix in order given. Pour into one very large 

loaf pan or 2 medium size loaf pans. 
2.	 Mix 1/4 c. sugar, 1 T. butter and a little 

cinnamon and sprinkle over bread before 
baking.  Bake at 325 degrees about 50-60 
minutes. Don’t overbake.
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GARDEN OF EATIN’ 
COMMITTEE

It sure was great to share the garden with the 
public, actual people, during the SPGA Jubilee.  We 
had a steady flow all day.  We did not cook veggies 
due to the food restrictions.  Instead, we took a safer 
route of handing out raw, fresh picked produce.  
Thanks to Pam Thullen for supplementing our crops 
with some of her own.  People were very happy to 
get free vegetables!

Most of what is remaining in the garden will be 
left for the Seed Saving Program that is coming up, 
September 23 at 5:30.  Plants will be used to show 
how to gather the seeds and get them ready for 
planting in the Spring.  Participants will have a hands-
on experience to gather, process  and store some for 
themselves.
Teresa Magill

Jerry Taylor 
and Sandy 

Forstrom 
in field of 
lavender.

FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE
PURPLE HAZE

Hi Master Gardeners Volunteers!!!
I’m not sure if many of you know that I am new 

to Ohio. My husband and I moved here from North 
Idaho (Near Coeur d’Alene, in a small town called 
Athol…..Go ahead, hold your tongue and say Athol, 
just not around kids).

When moving here, I initially thought,  “Oh man, 
Ohio cannot be as beautiful as North Idaho with its 
mountains and lakes.”  Well I have been proven 
wrong, although I won’t tell any of my friends and 
family.  I absolutely LOVE Ohio with it’s awesome 
growing season, bright green pastures, awesome 
parks and so many other things. 

In July, Jerri Taylor introduced me to an awesome 
farm just down the road from me. It is called the 
Sunset Ridge Lavender Farm at 6360 Fowler Road 
in Enon.  Tom and Joanne Moore own this 33 acre 
farm loaded with 3500 - 4000 lavender plants….. I 
repeat 3500-4000 plants. You can’t miss the huge 
purple barn located  in the rolling hills.  Tom and 
Joanne were ever so patient and kind as we asked 
a gazillion questions.   We tasted their delicious 
lavender lemonade and it was mighty tasty. The barn 
is beautiful with a shop with white-washed wood. 
They sell soaps, scrubs, lavender wreaths and many 
other items. 

We would like to do a Master Gardeners Field Trip 
next spring and enjoy the many varieties of lavender 
they grow.  We will send out emails closer to that 
time. 
Sandy Forstrom

FIELD TRIALS/GREENHOUSE 
COMMITTEE

This is a reminder to mark your calendars!  The 
annual tray and flower pot cleaning day(s) will be 
held in September this year at SPGA by the barn.  
The cleaning dates are Tuesday, September 14th 
from 9 am until 12 pm and if a second day is needed, 
Wednesday, September 15th from 9 am until 12 pm.

ALL ARE WELCOME to help with this annual Mitch-
ell greenhouse/Field Trials event.  Bring your rubber 
gloves and a favorite cleaning brush if you have one.

The Mitchell Greenhouse chairs, 
Theresa Gregory, Linda McCann, Rosalind Soles, 
and Karen Parsons

Tom and Joanne Moore of Sunset Ridge 
Lavender Farm in Enon.
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SEPTEMBER
The goldenrod is yellow, 

The corn is turning brown, 
The trees in apple orchards 

With fruit are bending down;

The gentian’s bluest fringes 
Are curling in the sun; 

In dusty pods the milkweed 
Its hidden silk has spun;

The sedges flaunt their harvest 
In every meadow nook, 

And asters by the brookside 
Make asters in the brook.

From dewy lanes at morning 
The grapes’ sweet odors rise; 
At noon the roads all flutter 

With yellow butterflies—

By all these lovely tokens 
September’s days are here, 

With summer’s best of weather 
And autumn’s best of cheer.

~~Helen Hunt Jackson

Moist Dark Amish Zucchini Bread
From Deb Brugger
Ingredients:

• 2 cups grated Zucchini
• 1 3/4 cups sugar
• 3 eggs (beaten)
• 1 teaspoon vanilla
• 2 cups all-purpose flour
• 1 teaspoon soda
• 1 teaspoon salt
• 2 teaspoons cinnamon
• 1 cup vegetable oil
• 1 cup chopped nuts

Directions:
1. Beat eggs until light and fluffy. Add sugar and 

oil. Sift together all dry ingredients. Add to wet 
ingredients, then add vanilla. Fold in nuts and 
zucchini.

2. Divide the batter between two standard sized 
loaf pans that have been greased and floured. 
Bake for 50-60 minutes at 350 degrees until a 
pick comes out clean from the center.

3. Makes 2 loaves. 
4. Optional: top loaves with a light glaze.
5. Can be stored in the refrigerator for up to 2 

weeks. Leftovers makes great French toast!

SPGA jUBILEE COMMITTEE
On Saturday, August 7th, after a long two year 

hiatus, SPGA Jubilee was back.  It was especially 
challenging to prepare for this year because the 
grounds were under nearly constant construction 
and the walkways finished only a few short weeks 
before August 7th.  Planting of the first phase of 
the Springfield Foundation Feature Garden was 
completed the week of SPGA Jubilee.  We are 
grateful that so many Master Gardener Volunteers 
answered Rich’s call and showed up to help with the 
gardens.  The weather cooperated allowing the work 
to be completed in time and continued to be nice 
the day of SPGA Jubilee. Thanks to everyone’s hard 
work everything came together to produce a lovely 
day and successful SPGA Jubilee.

The day started with the dedication ceremony 
of the Wingert Tossey Pavilion. As soon as the 
dedication was over our first musician, Amber Hargett 
set up shop in the pavilion, followed two hours later 
by Ty Cooper. Both musicians were very good and 
much enjoyed by everyone, including the vendors 
who, due to the relocation of music to the pavilion, 
were able to hear the music this year.  We had an 
interesting array of vendors, some returning, some 
new, and included the very popular and much 
appreciated popsicle guy.  New this year- food trucks. 
This was not without a few bumps in the road. One 
truck opted out because of illness and another simply 
did not show up. Nevertheless, food trucks proved to 
be a very popular addition, and the food truck that did 
show up, Diamond Dogs, did a great business and 
sold out of their hot dogs.

It was wonderful to share the changes in our 
gardens with community and to show off the new 
pavilion and walkways.  Although getting to SPGA 
Jubilee this year was not without its challenges, 
thanks to all of our dedicated Master Gardener 
Volunteers, SPGA Jubilee went off beautifully. We 
can’t thank all of you enough for your hard work, 
initiative, patience, and cooperation.

We can’t wait to see what next year brings.
Susan Smith, Rita Lane - SPGA Jubilee co-chairs 

Poem from Judy Finnegan’s  Gatherings about Gardens.

Marilyn Hinderer 
and Kathy Marks 
finishing last 
minute clean up 
before SPGA 
Jubilee.
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Gatherings about Gardens 
In autumn, I always look forward to the 
splendor of the changing of the leaves 
(haven’t you noticed the twinges of color 
in trees already?).  When summer’s 
humidity has disappeared, I won’t waste a 
sunny fall day watching the leaves twirl to 
the ground. Which brought me to thinking 
about how trees are important not only 
for surrounding us with their beauty in all 
seasons, but because they save energy by providing 
shade and wind breaks around homes and buildings, 
reduce soil erosion, lessen flood damage, provide 
habitat for wildlife, and work as natural filters that 
clean both air and water.
There are trees in the United States that are nothing 
less than national treasures. From the world’s largest 
to ones that were here long before the Mayflower, 
they are iconic, standing witness to history, 
some rooted in place for thousands of years, as 
generations come and go.  They act as landmarks; 
they are workhorses for the environment, yet they’re 
not always recognized as the living monuments that 
they are.  And while all trees are worthy of respect, 
here are some of the especially significant ones:
Survivor Tree:  The callery pear that withstood 9/11.  
The charred remains of the callery pear tree were 
under rubble for a month. With just a single branch 
showing signs of life, this perseverant tree was sent 
for convalescence under the care of the New York 
City Department of Parks and Recreation.  After 
nine years of rehab at a Bronx nursery, the Survivor 
Tree was planted at the National 9/11 Memorial & 
Museum.  Today, the tree stands as a living reminder 
of resilience, survival, and rebirth.
Lone Cypress: The most photographed tree in North 
America. “It stands along famously scenic 17-Mile 
Drive, raked by wind, swaddled in fog, clinging to 
its wave-lashed granite pedestal like God’s own 
advertisement for rugged individualism.” (Christopher 
Reynolds, LA Times).  The 250ish-year-old Monterey 
cypress is all alone on the Pebble Beach Golf Course 
bluff, is “a spindly old conifer, small for its species, 
scarred by a long-ago arson,” per Reynolds, and 
supported by half-hidden steel cables. There is no 
denying its beauty…as millions of photographs can 
confirm.
Methuselah: One of the world’s oldest trees. The 
great basin bristlecone pine (Pinus longaeva), called 
Methuselah, lives hidden in the Ancient Bristlecone 
Pine Forest of the White Mountains in the Inyo 
National Forest, California. With an age of around 
4,700 years, the Forest Service decided to keep the 

ancient organism’s location a secret to 
protect it from, you know, humans. 
Pando: TheTrembling Giant. In Utah’s 
Fishlake National Forest, a grove of 
quaking aspen (Populus tremuloides) 
flutters and quivers, all 47,000 members 
of a single organism. The Trembling 
Giant is also known as Pando, Latin for 
“I spread.” This clonal colony is a marvel; 
all 47,000 trees are genetically identical 

and spring forth from a single root system, making 
it the most massive single organism known to man. 
Spreading out over nearly 110 acres, it’s hard not 
to be in awe of this giant rustling being…imagine 
the sound alone. And then to really put things into 
perspective, consider this: Scientists estimate Pando 
to be anywhere from 80,000 to one million years old, 
making it one of the oldest, if not the oldest, living 
organism on the planet.
Ways to Love a Tree:  Plant a tree—a Johnny 
Appleseed Authentic Apple Tree, grafted from 
the last-known tree planted by John Chapman, 
shopjohnnyappleseed.com. (Yay, MGV Early Ohio 
Settlers Garden!) Tread lightly—while exploring 
public land, stay on the trails, and rather than 
collecting leaves, flowers, or pinecones, take 
photographs of your found treasures. Create a 
wildlife-friendly backyard—attract critters by 
planting native flowers, shrubs and trees that provide 
food and are pollinator-friendly, Audubon.org. (Yay 
MGV Landscape with Nature Garden!) Upcycle dead 
trees—Let dead trees decompose gently, providing 
food and shelter for backyard critters (Yay MGV 
Fallen Log Garden!)
(Excerpts from Parade.com and Treehugger.com)
For Reading: The Hidden Life of Trees: What They 
Feel, How They Communicate—Discoveries from 
a Secret World. Author Peter Wohlleben, A German 
Forester, presents the science behind the secret 
and previously unknown life of trees and their 
communication abilities. Copyright 2016
And lastly,
Why do Platanus occidentalis have to see the doctor 
more than any other trees?  Because they are 
sycamore.  
“Why can’t the lonely evergreen stop thinking about 
high school?  She’s still pining to be one of the poplar 
kids.”
Til next time, Judy Finnegan
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You see Husband Tom 
in the Tomatoes and 
Tom photo reaching for 
tomatoes?  That wall 
of green behind him is 
made of tomato vines.  
We are getting a bumper 
crop this year.  Could 
it be the cattle panels?  
Who knows?

My favorite use for 
cattle panels is as an 
arch.  My friend Kim the 
Butterfly Whisperer gave 
me some pipevine starts 
last year.  I put an arch 
in the wildflower garden 

and planted the pipevine along one side. They didn’t 
do much above the soil last year, but this year they 
leaped into action and climbed those panels like their 
lives depended on it! You can see how gorgeous 
they look in Pipevine Arch. On the other side of the 
arch I planted scarlet red runner beans, a humming 
bird favorite, and at the back I planted Athena 
Muskmelon.  Beautiful!

You can find cattle panels for around $15 to $20 at 
places like Rural King or TSC.  Your only limitation is 
your imagination and access to sturdy bolt cutters.  
Happy Gardening, 
Susan Miller

Backyard News
Husband Tom and I use to keep a small herd 

of cattle on our little farm.  As we got older, the 
cattle seemed to get bigger, so we made the 
decision to sell them.  We dismantled the pasture 
where they grazed and were left with many, 
many cattle panels. We intended to sell them on 
Craigslist, but creativity intervened.

The first fall we were in our new house we 
planted many small trees. We worried about 
protecting them from deer and planned on 
circling them with some type of fencing.  But 
husband Tom, that crafty and creative fella, came 
up with a much better idea. We could use cattle 
panels!  He got out some sturdy bolt cutters and 
cut the 8 ft. x 50 in. panels into smaller 50 in. x 
24 in. panels, then placed them in triangles around 
our little trees.  Not only did they protect the trees 
from the deer, but the birds loved them!  Our early 
yard had no height, and those cattle panel skirts 
offered wonderful vantage points for the birds to view 
our yard.  After that success with cattle panels, our 
imaginations were 
off to the races.

Husband Tom and 
I love a good vining 
plant, but, of course, 
vines need a place 
to climb, like cattle 
panels!  Husband 
Tom got out his 
trusty bolt cutters 
and this time, cut 
the panels into 8 
ft. x 2 ft. sections.  
We fastened the 
structure into the 
ground using old 
fence posts, and 
then we planted 
Tom’s favorite, 
hyacinth beans.  
Those beans raced 
up the panels and soon crested the 8 foot top. At 
that point, they started building on themselves, and 
climbed another foot or two.  Thanks to the cattle 
panels and the hyacinth beans we have a lovely, tall 
and unusual structure in our wildflower garden, as 
you can see in Hyancinth Beah Vine photo.

Cattle Panels are also terrific for tying up tomatoes, 
as we’ve learned this year.  We placed them in our 
raised bed veggie garden in an open-book formation.  

Hyacinth Bean Vine.

Tomatoes and Tom.

Pipevine Arch.
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The Beverly K. GreeneHouse
 -Charlie Greene

When I moved back to Dayton, Ohio I joked with 
my mother that I planned to change this town.  After 
3 years and many ups and downs, an idea I came up 
with is becoming a reality.  On August 
30th, my family and The Dayton 
Foodbank are opening a 6,000 square 
foot Hydroponic Greenhouse that will 
provide fresh food to the entire Miami 
Valley, year-round. This program will 
be the first Foodbank of its kind in the 
nation and will help eliminate food 
insecurity in our area.

I returned to Ohio to take care of my 
mother who was diagnosed with Colon 
Cancer in 2018.  I took care of all her 
medical needs, and we entertained 
each other daily.  Anyone who has been a caretaker 
knows it can be mentally exhausting, not only for 
the caretaker but also the patient.  My therapy was 
volunteering with MEEC (Marionist Environmental 
Education Center).  Through them I learned about 
native plants in southwest Ohio.  I soon developed 
a passion and obsession for native plants. I would 
come home and tell my mother about the new plants 
I discovered like a 10-year-old learning the state 
capitals. When my mother passed away in October 
of 2019, native plants and gardening became even 
more important to my therapy. 

My idea for hydroponic gardening began as a 
small hydroponic greenhouse on my parents’ 7-acre 
property.  I hoped to grow assorted vegetables year-
round and give the food to local food banks.  I would 
keep the cost neutral by selling and educating people 
about the importance of native plants. The idea laid 
dormant until 2019 when the Memorial Day Tornado 
tore through Dayton leaving thousands of people 
homeless and facing food insecurity.  My father, Tom 
Greene, and I met with James Hoffer, the garden 
manager for Foodbank, Inc., whose mission “is to 
relieve hunger in the community through a network 
of partner agencies by acquiring and distributing 
food”. James manages to grow 3 tons of food for the 
Foodbank during the summer every year.  Our idea 
was to create a hydroponic greenhouse that would 
provide the Foodbank with fresh vegetables.  

Our hydroponic greenhouse will be named The 
Beverly K. GreeneHouse in honor of my mother.  
Although she was not a great gardener, she cared 
about our community and instilled strength in people 
to stand up for what was right. I know she is proud 

that every day we will serve fresh food throughout 
the Miami Valley, and one day, perhaps throughout 
the state. When the greenhouse is running at full 
capacity, we expect 99,000 heads of lettuce a 
year.  In the future we hope to add a variety of other 
vegetables. For now, a portion of the lettuce will 

also be available for purchase at 
Gem City Market which opened in 
February in Dayton. 

I hope one day the Dayton 
Foodbank will be a community 
center, and that my native plant 
nursery, Tadmor Greenes, can sell 
native plants to the Miami Valley at a 
reasonable cost. 

For the past 3 years I have been 
working with the Foodbank on 
converting compacted clay soil into 
prairie habitat.  I have developed 

many gardens and continue to expand native habitat 
into gardens I call “The SeedBank”.  I have helped 
our community come together to create pollinator 
habitats and teach them the importance of native 
plants in the food chain.  If you are interested in 
following our progress, please follow us on Instagram 
@tadmorgreenes.  Tadmor Greenes is the native 
plant nursery I will open in the Spring of 2022.  The 
goal of the nursery is to offset the cost of running 
the Beverly K. GreeneHouse, and to provide native 
plants and native plant education to the Dayton and 
Miami Valley community.
Charlie Greene is a Master Gardener Volunteer from 
the class of 2020.
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preliminary preparation for the sod installation. - 
Additional construction is planned for the remaining 
season to install a 10 ft. wide walk heading west, 
extension of the 2 east/west secondary walks to the 
west, an angling secondary walk on either side that 
will join the termination of those east west secondary 
walk extensions with the 10 ft. wide west walk. 
Some may have noticed the “sudden” appearance 

of 2 benches a little north of the western end of the 
Field Trials.  About 2 weeks before SPGA Jubilee, 
a crew from Dodd’s Monuments arrived to measure 
the space. The next day the crew arrived to excavate 
and prepare the site for the concrete base.  Then, the 
next day they poured the base, and finally the next 
day, the benches arrived and were carefully placed.   
Perhaps after enjoying the Field Trials, have a seat 
on one of these benches and enjoy the amazing view 
to the west and south across the expanse we will 
soon grow into.
Entrance Garden: 

The MGV Entrance Garden Design Sub - 
Committee of SPGA presented a well prepared and 
thought-out evaluation and alternative solutions 
to the previous plan.  Development of these ideas 
is ongoing, including seeking details of elements 
existing in other public gardens.  The committee met 
with Mike Major for preliminary development of ideas 
and initial cost estimates.  Additional meetings are 
planned. 
Volunteer Events and Activities: 
•	 Monthly Garden clean-up days continue and 

have evolved into weekly or bi-weekly efforts. 
•	 Garden maintenance activities (weeding) and 

harvesting continue in the Early Ohio Settler’s 
Garden, Garden of Eatin’, and Victory Garden. 

•	 Field Trials evaluations are underway. Weeding 
and maintenance continue. 

•	 Great progress was made on the new 
Landscape with Nature Garden and committee 
in time to show it off at SPGA Jubilee, and from 
the Tram Tractor seat, I noticed it was a popular 
new attraction. 

•	 SPGA Garden Walks and Garden Talks 
continue. 

•	 Multiple committee meetings are in process for 
planning of upcoming events. 

•	 AND…we are taking names and making plans 
for our next MGV Interns Class of 2022!

Field Trials: 
Evaluations are now underway for the Full Sun, 

Shade, Container, and Perennial Field Trials.  MGV 
teams continue to weed and assist with maintenance, 
and we very much appreciate that!
VMS: 

Know that transition to Salesforce/ Hands on 
Connect is still in process.  There are some “bugs” 
still being worked out.  We ask for your patience and 
PLEASE continue to manually record your service 
hours and CEU’s.

We have many projects, programs, and events 
continuing or beginning in September and 
beyond.  There will be opportunities for CEU’s and 
opportunities for planning, committee work, and 
good old fashioned physical gardening tasks!  Let 
us continue to forge ahead and make SPGA more 
than anyone ever expected!  You are ALL a fantastic, 
energetic, talented fellowship of amazing gardeners 
and volunteers!  Thank you for all your dedicated, 
skilled, hard work!  
---Rich---

Rich’s Remarks  cont. from pg.3

The 4th annual Plant Swap and Sale
May 29th Plant Swap and Sale benefits MGVs as 

friendraiser, by raising MGV awareness and $555!
The 4th annual Plant Swap and Sale was 

successful as a friendraiser, by raising MG 
awareness as well as $555 ($1, $3 and $5 plants- 
do the math for HUGE success!) Even on a cold 
Memorial Day weekend (Sonya wore a fur coat!- see 
pic!), we had a blast swapping, selling and educating! 
I was delighted to discuss annuals versus perennials 
with a 8th grade boy who bought several plants! 
Special thanks to our volunteer MGVs- Linda Butler, 
Nancy Duffy, Karen 
Duncan, Janet 
Heater and Sonya 
Ryhal (and to good 
friends who donated 
lots of plants- Helen 
Martin and Mary 
Manoloff!). SAVE 
THE DATE for the 
5th Annual Plant 
Swap and Sale for 
the Saturday of 
2022 Memorial Day 
weekend on May 
28th, 9:00AM to 
2PM!
Submitted, Linda G. Butler

MGVs Nancy Duffy, Sonya 
Ryhal, Janet Heater, Karen 
Duncan and Linda Butler.
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Pictures from the 2021 SPGA Jubilee

MGVs Donna Meister and Jani Malowney in the 
Landscape with Nature Garden.

Crown Market booth at the vendor area for SPGA 
Jubilee.

MGVs creating many beautiful flower arrangements 
at the Cut Flower booth.

Many MGV hands preparing the Garden of Eatin’ for 
SPGA Jubilee.

Plein air painter enjoying quiet spot at 
SPGA Jubilee.

Pam Bennett and Rich 
Pearson early in day.

Pam Bennet and Rich 
Pearson later in day.
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visitors enjoying the Hydrangea Garden at SPGA 
jubilee.

Don’t forget our 
September 1st  

Garden Clean Up  
at SPGA 

9:00 to NOON


